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This is Part 5 of a series on the Exodus

Joshua 3:7-17

Today people are regathering for worship in our church building for the first time in more that 
6 long months.  We have longed for this day and it is a day of celebration along our COVID-
19 journey. But everything is not the same.     

For a start people sit appropriately  spaced apart. Although we want to greet each other with 
hand shaking and hugs, we can’t. We want to sing as those of us worshipping in our homes 
can,  but we can’t. We want to talk - it’s been a while.   Many other activities have still not 
started. 

As some of our Church community regather physically today, many of you cannot for all 
sorts of reasons. You are missed. 

But you are no less a part of us and I greet you on-line or via mail-outs or simply in the Spirit 
of God – the Spirit of Christ – the Triune God who transcends the space and time between 
us and holds us all together. Indeed thanks to the internet and the mail, those who have 
worshipped with Blacktown Uniting Church has grown.  And Some of us have been able to 
join other communities on-line and  we have become  aware even more of the 
interconnectedness and wideness of God’s church. 

This year so much has changed but the wonderful truth is that the living God who was in our 
midst before COVID-19 has been in our midst as we continue to journey through this season 
with all its health and economic worries and God walks with us into new beginnings with all 
its unknowns. We are not alone.

We are a people on the way. God said to our ancestors in the faith - Abraham and Sarah 
and Hagar –  Jacob and Moses and  Joshua  - to the Israelite kings and prophets – Do not 
fear I will be with you..    

God’s angels said to Mary the mother of Jesus –  and  to shepherds when Jesus was born   
Do not fear.   

Jesus said to his frightened disciples caught in a storm and when he was arrested and when 
he was raised from the dead – Do not fear. He said in visions to Paul along his dangerous 
journeys in hostile places and to John in the Book of Revelation: Do not fear ……I will be 
with you.  

It’s a word of encouragement that I have repeated over and over in my reflections since this 
time last year when the bushfires started after drought and through the pandemic -  this has 
been a watershed year of enormous change.  

Anthropologists talk about liminal times or spaces. Liminal times are times of being betwixt 
and between – transitional times which feel chaotic and disorientating and unsettling. 
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Liminal Time

Liminal time is that space between what is past and  no longer and what is not yet. For 
example when some one we love has died and our lives feel suspended in grief before there 
is any closure.  It is puberty as we leave childhood behind but are not yet adults. It is those 
milestone moments when young people leave school but not yet starting the next stage of 
their lives…. of leaving our parental home before setting up our own – of pregnancy before 
giving birth – of having to isolate during the COVID before it is safe to come out. Such times 
of great change  in our lives are often accompanied by rites of passage like baptisms, 
graduations, initiations, weddings and retirements and funerals. 

Liminal time is the experience of migration between leaving our attachments to a place or a 
country of origin and arriving in another  - there is that moment  when we leave and  feel the 
pull to stay  behind – a time  that can feel very disorienting and unsettling and alien before 
we reorient ourselves and gain a sense of belonging and in our new country  - culturally it is 
a process that can take more than one generation. 

And as anthropologists look at 2020, they talk about 2020 as a liminal time. The Biblical  
story of the Exodus that we have been looking at this past month was a liminal  time for the 
ancient Israelites and its constant refrain is God’s promise  “Do not fear.. I will be with you”. 

When  God called Moses to go to Pharaoh and to lead his people out of Egypt God 
promised  “I will be with you”.  Moses echoed God as he and his people found themselves in 
peril with Pharaoh’s army on one side and the Red Sea on the other “Do not be afraid, stand 
firm. And you will see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today”.    

Last week with Wendy de Vroom you heard  how they were delivered as God divided the 
waters of the sea  - the waters that in the Creation story represented chaos were heaped up  
and the dry land which in the Creation story brought  forth seeds and fruit and  plants was 
exposed so that the people were able to walk safely to new life and  freedom ….. but on the 
other side they were not in the promised land yet.  
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For the next forty years, they wandered in wilderness – a place betwixt and between.  It was 
a testing time of great vulnerability and anxiety:  They were hungry and thirsty and wanted to 
go back but God provided. They were plagued by snakes and God saved them.  At Mount 
Sinai, Moses received the gift of the Law in the Ten Commandments – the covenant  - the 
promise  which would bind the people to God and together  as God’s people. Yet while 
Moses was up the mountain in their anxiety they took matters into their own hands and 
carved their own god. 

Like us they were a people on the way –they fell and got up again and again: Liminal times 
can be times when we fall apart or times of opportunity when we grow.   

Before he died, Moses encouraged Joshua the new leader, “Be strong and bold.. the Lord 
who goes before you. … God will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:7) God also says to Joshua “Be strong and courageous … for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1: 9)

The miracle of the crossing of the River Jordan marks the end of the Israelite’s time in the 
wilderness and a new start that affirms Joshua as God’s chosen leader. It is also a sign to 
the people that God is with them as they enter the promised land  - a land of fruitfulness. It is 
a rite of passage. 

The holy ark carried by the priests contained the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments. It 
was carried as a visible sign of God’s living presence in the midst of the people of Israel. It 
radiated God’s holy and dangerous power.  

(4)



As the priests hold up the Ark of God’s presence and put their toes into the dangerous 
swirling water of the River Jordan in full flood -  the waters of chaos – the river suddenly 
heaps back on itself just as the waters of the Red Sea had.  

As they carry the Ark of the presence of the living God into the middle and  hold it up, the 
Israelite people pass safely through the river on dry land  into a new beginning and  a new 
life. 

For the ancient Israelites this powerful story of being freed from slavery,  journeying  through 
the dangerous wilderness and crossing the River Jordan from a deadly place to new life is 
like the stories we tell at our baptism and at Holy Communion  They are powerful stories of 
hope to give us confidence in a generous loving God more faithful than any threat in the 
world. They are stories to empower us as we remember that God is with us all the way along 
our journeys of life and faith to the promised end.  

They are like lighting the candle to remind us that Jesus Christ the light of the world is with 
us as we gather for worship. After all the Lord Jesus’  other name is Emmanuel which means 
“God with us”

Friends,  this moment when our church begins to  regather today is one to celebrate and to 
savour with thanksgiving  - a moment of hope for all of us – a new beginning in our journey 
during this strange liminal year of 2020.  

We can also look ahead knowing with confidence that the Lord continues to walk with us into 
the unknowns of tomorrow. At his Ascension, Jesus promised to be with us until the end of 
the age. You are not alone. We are not alone. 

“Do not fear”, said God to Joshua and God says to you and to me:   “ Be strong and 
courageous .. for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  
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