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Gathering with God 

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: 
 

 Jesus said: ‘I am the light of the world’ so this morning we light this candle to remind us that 
Jesus, who is the light of the world, is with us in this place, in this season and wherever you are.  
 
Prayer:  
 

Good morning Creator God, You know us and love us. We gather together across the distance of 
our present situation and still join our hearts and voices together to acknowledge who You are and 
we say thank you.  Thank you for Your amazing and beautiful designs that we see in the stars, 
mountains, valleys and oceans. We delight in your creation from the biggest majestic whales to 
the tiny Blue Wrens and butterflies. We are thankful for the multitude of fragrances and colours 
and shapes and sounds that bless us daily. Please help us to never take these for granted.   We 
thank You that You are a relational God and want to be in relationship with us. We thank You that 
through Jesus we are restored in relationship with You. 
We want to be open and authentic before you so we acknowledge that we haven’t cared for this 
planet (which is your home too), in a way that honours this gift, we haven’t cared for each other in 
a way that honours your love of each person regardless of ethnicity, gender, socio-economic 
status or age. We haven’t cared for our own bodies in a way that honours your love for us and we 
haven’t loved you, as you deserve. We thank you for your promise that when we confess before 
You, You forgive us because of Jesus death and resurrection  . . . on our behalf. And we thank 
you, Amen. 
 
God designed voices to sing! We are going to sing together words that remind us and that give 
honour to the creator of all and the one who is the source of every good gift. 
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Song: Indescribable by Chris Tomlin 
 
From the highest of heights to the depths of 
the sea 
Creations revealing Your majesty 
From the colours of fall to the fragrance of 
spring 
Every creature unique in the song that it sings 
All exclaiming 

 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know 
them by name. 
You are amazing God 
All powerful, untameable, 
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly 
proclaim 
You are amazing God 
 

Who has told every lightning bolt where it 
should go 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with 
snow 

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its 
light 
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of 
night 
None can fathom 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 
 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know 
them by name 
You are amazing God 
All powerful, untameable, 
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly 
proclaim 
You are amazing God.  
 

Jesse Reeves | Laura Story 
 

© 2004 Laura Stories (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing 
Australia) 

sixsteps Music (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing 
Australia) 

worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by SHOUT! Music 
Publishing Australia) 

 

Receiving God’s Word 

Bible reading: Romans 12:1-8  

We are going to hear this read in the NIV translation and also the Message translation.  

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your [a] faith; 7 if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if 
it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, [b] do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully. 

Romans 12:1-8 The Message translation 1-2 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: 
Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—
and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can 
do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what 
he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in 
you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012:1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28252a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012:1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28254b
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3 I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially as I have 
responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, it’s 
important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this goodness to God. 
No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and 
by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 

4-6 In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from the 
body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of 
chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a 
chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find 
ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvellously functioning parts in Christ’s 
body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully 
comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren’t. 

6-8 If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, don’t take over; if 
you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don’t get 
bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re called to give aid to people in distress, 
keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let 
yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face. 

This is the word of the Lord (Thanks be to God) 

 
 
 
 

Sermon – Mrs. Pam Neale-Justins 
Theme – Everyone has a Gift 
       Have you opened Yours? 
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Response song: TiS 650 Brother, Sister let me serve you –  
 

Let’s sing this as a prayer.  You’ve been given a gift from God, for the family of God. Lets open it 
and then use them to serve others 
 

1. "Will you let me be your 
servant?" 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace 
to 
let you be my servant too. 
 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

3. I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

4. I will! weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 

till we've seen this journey through. 
 

5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
 

6. "Will you let me be your 
servant?" 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that l may have the grace 
to 
let you be my servant too. 

 
Richard Gillard 

 
© Words: 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson 

Publishing (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 
usic: 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 

(Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 

 

Prayer of intercession  
 

Loving God we bring before You the concerns and aches of our hearts.  
We need You. Planet earth needs You. 
We ask that You will protect all our front line nurses and doctors as they care for the sick and 
those with Coronavirus. We ask that You will give wisdom to the researchers as they try to find a 
vaccine that will protect. We ask for healing for those who suffer from the Corona virus. 
We ask that You will continue to call to the leaders of all countries – please soften their hearts and 
call them to do justice and mercy and Your will. We also ask that they will share the richness of 
their countries resources with those who are poor and vulnerable. 
We pray for the victims of all of the aspects of domestic violence  -for protection and safety and 
new beginnings. We pray for all those who are lonely, sick, grieving and struggling in any way. 
Please heal them and wrap them in Your comfort. 
We pray for the leaders of our Uniting Church – we thank you for their wisdom and watchful care 
for us, especially in this Covid season. Please bless them with your shalom. 
We pray for our minister here, Rev Laurel and our Church Council please give them your wisdom 
and encouragement. We ask that You will help each of us as we live in this Covid season.  
Please build Your church Lord, ‘in the midst’ 
We thank you that you are listening and You care. We ask all these things in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
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Response song: Your Labor Is Not in Vain   (The Porter's Gate) 
 

We pray and care and use our gifts from God. Often we don’t see the results of our energy, time, 
ache and hope.- sometimes that is difficult  . . that’s in Gods hands  so we keep on caring and 
serving. 
 

Your labor is not in vain 
Though the ground underneath you is cursed 
and stained 
Your planting and reaping are never the 
same 
Your labour is not in vain 
 
Your labour is not unknown 
Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it 
may groan 
The place of your toil may not seem like a 
home 
But Your labour is not unknown 
 
Chorus 
I am with you, I am with you (repeat)  
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labour is not in vain 
 

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the 
truth 
For all that is old will at last be made new 
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 

 
Chorus 
I am with you, I am with you (repeat) 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labour is not in vain 
 
The houses you laboured to build 
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled 
The serpent that hurts and destroys will be 
killed 
And all that is broken be healed 
 

Chorus 
I am with you, I am with you (repeat) 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labour is not in vain 
 

Isaac Wardell | Paul Zach | Wendell Kimbrough 
 

© Hymns From The Porter's Gate (Admin. by Essential 
Music Publishing LLC) 

Porter's Gate Publications (Admin. by Essential Music 
Publishing LLC) 

Porter's Gate Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

I invite you to hold your offering in your hands as we dedicate them and give thanks for them. 
 

Loving and generous God 
We give you thanks for the many gifts you give to each of us, especially the gift of Jesus! This 
morning we respond to your love and generosity. As a part of your family we bring these monetary 
offerings to You for the work of Your kingdom. We also offer our time, our talents, our gifts and our 
welcome for all others Please accept them through Jesus name, Amen 
 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Porter%27s+Gate&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NEyrsjTNSy8qXsQqGJKRqhCQX1SSWqRerOCeWJIKACq1cMAlAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjlncTB6qjrAhWDe30KHZytDgwQMTAAegQIDRAF
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Song – TiS 685 The Power of Your Love     
 

This is a familiar song to many and its sung by Christians around the world. Try listening carefully 
as you sing and offer it to God as a part of your spiritual worship  
 

Lord I come to You 
Let my heart be changed, renewed 
Flowing from the grace 
That I've found in You 
Lord I've come to know 
The weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away 
By the power of Your love 
 
Hold me close Let Your love surround me 
Bring me near Draw me to Your side 
And as I wait 
I'll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love 
 

Lord unveil my eyes 
Let me see You face to face 

The knowledge of Your love 
As You live in me 
Lord renew my mind 
As Your will unfolds in my life 
In living every day 
By the power of Your love 
 

Hold me close Let Your love surround me 
Bring me near Draw me to Your side 
And as I wait 
I'll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love 
 

Geoff Bullock 
 

© 1992 Geoff Bullock Music (Admin. by CopyCare Pacific 
Pty. Ltd.) 

 

Sending Out and Benediction 
 

Go into the week ahead . . .with God helping you: open your gift. Take your everyday, ordinary 
life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an 
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so 
well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 
God.   
 

And God, our powerful God who created you and loves you,  
Jesus who is Gods gift to you and  
the Holy Spirit who companions you will delight in you and will be with you one step at a time. 
Amen 
 

This is how much God loved the world (you!): He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is 
why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting 
life. (John 3:16 -The Message)  
 

But God’s gift is real life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus. (Romans 6: 23 – The Message )  

  

 

 


