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ORDER OF SERVICE  
SUNDAY 10th JANUARY, 2021 

PREACHER – MR. ANDREW CROOK 
 

The Baptism of Jesus 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 
 
Jesus is the Light of the World: light that cannot be destroyed.    
We light this candle to celebrate the light of Christ – may it shine through each one 
of us.   
 
You may like to light a candle in your home as we light the candle in the church.  
 

(the candle is lit) 
 
Well, today the church has no people in it….. Wrong. The building has no people in 
it. We join together as church in our homes, perhaps at different times, but we are 
church together, 
 
Let us get ready to worship in spirit and in truth.  
Amen 
 
SONG P&W 524: Be still for the presence of the Lord 
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now 
With reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here. 
  

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, 
With splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant king of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place: 
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
To minister his grace -  
No work too hard for him. 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
 
David J. Evans 
© 1986 Thankyou Music (Admin. by SHOUT! 
Music Publishing Australia) 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESION 
 
God of all creation; all creation, not just the bits we see and think we understand, but  
You are God of all things seen and unseen.  Yet you care to listen to our prayers, to 
our stumbling efforts to praise and magnify your glorious name.  We praise you.  
Worship you. We lift up your name in our worship, we sing your praises, pray our 
innermost thoughts, knowing that you who created us will hear us. 
 
But sometimes, Lord, we just don’t feel good enough.  We fail to do the things you 
want us to do and take pleasure in actions which do not bring glory to your name. 
We fail to see the needs of those around us.  We are too quick to judge the actions 
and beliefs of those who are different from us, and do not try to understand others’ 
situations.   We read through Your Word of Your saving grace.  Look kindly and 
generously upon us.  We ask that you will forgive us as we stray, and encourage us 
as we return to the people of God that you want us to be. Grant us strength to live 
out our baptism in a way that glorifies your Holy name.   
In the name of Jesus we pray 
 
Amen. 
 
People of God, wherever you may be, give thanks because our sins are forgiven.  
To which each one of us can say “Thanks be to God!” 
 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1: 4 - 11 
 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by 
him in the River Jordan. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his 
message: ‘After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptise you with[a] water, but 
he will baptise you with[b] the Holy Spirit.’ 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 
EPISTLE READING: Acts 19:1 - 7 
 
 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, ‘Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you believed?’ 
They answered, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 
3 So Paul asked, ‘Then what baptism did you receive?’ 
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‘John’s baptism,’ they replied. 
4 Paul said, ‘John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’ 5 On hearing this, they were 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were 
about twelve men in all. 
 
REFLECTION: Baptism of Jesus    
 
HYMN TIS. 164: The Great Love of God 
 
The great love of God 
Is revealed in the Son, 
Who came to this earth 
To redeem everyone. 
 
That love, like a stream 
Flowing clear to the sea, 
Makes clean every heart 
That from sin would be free. 
 

It binds the whole world, 
every barrier it breaks, 
The hills it lays low, 
And the mountains is shakes. 
 
It’s yours, it is ours, 
O how lavishly given! 
The pearl of great price, 
And the treasure of heaven. 
 
Words by D. T. Niles by permission 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Dear heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise that in your mercy you 
brought us to baptism, and there gave us Jesus’ holiness in exchange for our sin 
and impurity.  Thank you for all the people whom you used to bring us the gospel, 
and thank you for our pastors and teachers in the faith. 
We pray for the baptised people of God, that we may hang on to your promises in 
true faith, especially when we experience the wilderness of sin and evil within, and 
temptations and trials from outside.  Strengthen us with your Holy Spirit so that 
Jesus’ victory may be our victory. 
We pray for all people, that the good news of Christ will be proclaimed and heard by 
all people, and that many will believe and be baptised.  To this end, send and 
support pastors, missionaries, teachers, and lay people able to give truthful and 
loving witness to Christ. 
Have mercy on those in need, those who are struggling because of domestic 
violence and break-down, those who are suffering from harmful behaviour and 
hurting relationships.  Heal, restore, and renew each one of them, dear Lord. 
We pray for the sick, those who are disabled, those in hospital, those facing death.  
Show them the light of the gospel, provide helpers and carers and medical 
resources, and heal both body and soul.  Be with those among us who are sick or 
recovering from surgery, especially those near and dear to us, and others whom we 
name in our hearts… (brief silence) 
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Heavenly Father, you have shown us your love and salvation in the baptism of your 
Son.  Accept these prayers of your children in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
OUR OFFERING 
 
You are invited to take your offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands.  
As we remember the Baptism of your Son, may we remember too, our baptism.  
And in that remembering may we give cheerfully and generously of our time and 
talents, as well as our money.  Take these offerings we give, bless them and may 
they bring glory to your name as they are used to further your kingdom. Amen 
 
SONG: Who am I - Casting Crowns 
 
Who am I, that the Lord of all the earth 
Would care to know my name 
Would care to feel my hurt 
Who am I, that the Bright and Morning 
Star 
Would choose to light the way 
For my ever wandering heart 
 
Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
 
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean (ocean) 
A vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am... 
I am Yours, I am Yours 
 

Who am I, that the eyes that see my 
sin 
Would look on me with love and watch 
me rise again 
Who am I, that the voice that calmed 
the sea 
Would call out through the rain 
And calm the storm in me 
 
Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
 
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean (ocean) 
A vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am (I am) 
I am Yours... 
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SENDING OUT / BLESSING 
 
We are His. 
God has shown you what is good. 
What does the Lord require of you? 
Do justice , love mercy and walk humbly with your God 
  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
And the love of God  
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit    
be upon you and your home now and always     
 
Amen 


