
 1 

Embracing What God Does for You is the Best Thing You Can Do for Him. 

Sermon - C. Justins - Blacktown Uniting - Sunday, 18 April 2021 

Every now and then I am captured by an idea or a phrase that really resonates for 

me, and as I was preparing for this week’s service, I was captured by a phrase from 

Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase of Romans 12:2 - Embracing what God does for you 

is the best thing you can do for him. 

 

The word embrace is a ‘no holds barred’, whole-hearted word - and the whole 

phrase encapsules for me what it means to be a Christian, because this no-holds 

barred embrace is of what God has done for me, for all of us, in Jesus. It is not about 

what I have done or could do for him. Embrace is my entirely appropriate response 

to God’s mercy and love. 

 

Paul is saying, as paraphrased by Peterson,  

 

… Take your everyday, ordinary life … and place it before God as an offering. 

Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. 

 

What God has done and continues to do for us is grace! Let’s embrace, hold onto 

and cherish it!  

 

The author of the Message translation, was Eugene Peterson, born in 1932, grew up 

in Montana in the US, attended a Pentecostal church and became a Presbyterian 

minister after his theological studies. When he was 60, he left pastoral ministry, 

became a professor of theology and started his paraphrase of the Bible (The 

Message) which he completed over a span of 10 years. His stated goal for his 

translation was to make the original meaning clearer and more understandable for 

the modern reader. He also wrote many books on the spiritual life.  

 

Peterson wrote about grace and he lived grace. He once wrote that  

The life of faith is a daily exploration of the constant and countless ways in which 

God’s grace and love are experienced. 

 

When he was dying in 2017, Peterson’s family reported that it was apparent that he 

was navigating the thin and sacred space between earth and heaven. They 

overheard him speaking to people they could only presume were welcoming him 

into paradise. They said he remained ‘joyful and smiling in his final days’. Even in his 

dying, he lived and experienced grace. 

 

------------ 

 

The word Grace encapsulates the beauty of the Gospel, and grace is front and 

centre in the story that we read from Acts 3.  

At the heart of the story, is a man who had been lame from birth. 

His whole life was focused on begging from people entering the Temple in 

Jerusalem. The lame man would have hoped that the devout and sincere Jews 

entering the temple would be motivated by their devotion to God to give him 

money.  

We read that each day he was carried (presumably by friends or family) to a place 

beside the Temple Gate, where he begged. He was depending on the generosity 

and grace of others to provide him with the money he needed to survive. 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/662092
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When the apostles, Peter and John arrived, he asked them for money. Now 

remember that not long before this, Jesus had ascended to heaven and the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out on the believers to give them clarity about who Jesus 

was and the courage to tell others.  

Peter and John were heading to the temple to pray and when the lame man asked 

them for money, Peter responded, “I don’t have any silver or gold ... But I’ll give you 

what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 

In Jewish thought, names are significant and Peter, in calling on the name of Jesus, is 

calling on the presence and power of Jesus to heal. 

We then read … the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and 

strengthened. He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, 

leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with them. 

What a great story - many of you might remember the chorus - well known when I 

was a young Christian back in the 70’s that included the line - walking and leaping, 

and praising God … 

The grace we receive is not always the grace we are looking for - the lame man was 

looking for money to sustain him, he received instead a completely new lease on 

life. (He definitely embraced what God had done for him!). 

There is a view, widely held by many Australians, that we end up getting what we 

deserve in life. Some use the word karma to describe this and we use phrases like: 

• There is no such thing as a free lunch. 

 

• What goes around, comes around … or  

 

• If you are good to others, life will be good to you, but if you hurt others, life will 

hurt you 

Now, there is clearly some truth in this, because there are consequences for our 

lifestyle, for our behaviour and our actions. If you study hard, you are more likely to 

get into the course you want. If you weed your lawn, your grass will look better. If you 

are generous with others, you are more likely to have positive, healthy relationships 

… and so on. 

But this is not a concept we can apply in our relationship with God. Life isn’t one 

great big cosmic transaction where our good deeds are weighed against our bad 

deeds. God doesn’t have a sophisticated, celestial, ledger weighing the debits 

against the credits for everything we do and think. 

The Bible teaches that at the heart of humanity’s relationship with God is grace - we 

don’t get what we deserve - instead of God turning his back on people who don’t 

love and worship him wholeheartedly, he bestows love and mercy on us - this is not 

karma, it is not ‘what goes around comes around’. It is grace. 

Let’s return to Acts 3 - as other people who knew the lame man, saw what 

happened, they were astonished. I think we would have been as well. 

But Peter says to them all - why are you surprised? Even though you disowned Jesus 

and handed him over to Pilate to be crucified, even though you killed the author of 

life, God raised him from death, and it is by faith in the name of Jesus that this man 

was healed.  
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Peter then points out that the reason they shouldn’t have been surprised, was that 

their very own prophets had predicted that the Messiah, would suffer and that Jesus 

was the fulfilment of Israel’s history, beginning with Abraham, and involving Moses 

and Samuel and all the prophets. Moses says Peter, spoke of Jesus when Moses said: 

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 

people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 

God’s grace was revealed in Jesus who had to suffer and die to break the bonds 

and the power of sin and evil.  

Peter goes on to say -  

Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away.  

 

From the moment that our original ancestors Adam and Eve, turned their back on 

God and chose not to worship him, there has been a blight on humanity’s 

relationship with God, a blight that only God could remove, and that at great cost - 

the suffering and death of Jesus. 

 

There is a beautiful song, a response to this costly mercy of God, which we will sing 

together after my message - it has a wonderful line in it - Your grace still amazes me, 

your love is still a mystery.   

The bystanders in the Temple heard from Peter that grace had come to earth in the 

form of Jesus and Peter tells them that in spite of their role in crucifying Jesus they 

could still turn to God and turn away from their sin, they could embrace what God 

had done for them.  

… and Peter’s message to them is the same for us today - Embracing what God 

does for us is the best thing we can do for him. … and what does that embrace look 

like? … it looks like a turn away from sin and a life of self-centredness and a turn 

toward God - part of the Romans 12 paraphrase reads:  

Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, 

and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. 

What should we do with God’s gift of grace? How should we respond to John’s take 

on grace that we read earlier - See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God!? 

The lame man’s response to grace might be instructive - walking, leaping and 

praising God … - not so much the actual actions - I don’t leap and skip like I used to, 

but rather his attitude - Let’s not be gloomy or dreary or negative as Christians - but 

rather whole-hearted and enthusiastic in our embrace of God’s grace  -  

Jesus told a parable of treasure hidden in a field which was discovered with such joy 

and excitement that the discoverer sold everything they owned to buy the field and 

possess the treasure! 

Jesus’ point is that the kingdom of God, the good news of the rescue and 

redemption that flows from his life, death and resurrection is not ho-hum, it is 

captivating!  
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In the last days of the 2nd world war, the German theologian and pastor Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer was martyred for his opposition to Hitler. His writings have had a 

significant impact on the Christian church over the past 75 years.  

Bonhoeffer talked about the difference between cheap grace and costly grace. He 

wrote at a time that many in the German church were accepting Hitler’s 

persecution of anyone who did not belong to the Aryan master race (as he saw it) - 

the Jews, the Romani, Jehovah's Witnesses, homosexuals, and others. Bonhoeffer 

opposed Hitler - he believed that it was not enough just to apply the badge 

“Christian” to yourself and get on with life pursuing personal peace and comfort. 

Aware of just some of the terrible things that Hitler was doing and as a result of his 

commitment to following Jesus, he joined a plot to assassinate Hitler. He was 

imprisoned and then executed as a result. His commitment to grace was costly.  

Bonhoeffer said that cheap grace is grace without discipleship, cheap grace is 

grace without the cross and suffering of Christ and without Jesus Christ himself. 

Costly grace, or real grace is Jesus’ call to his disciples to leave their nets and follow 

him, costly grace is the treasure in the field for the sake of which a person sells 

everything they have in order to purchase it. Real grace is embraced, it is not just 

quietly put aside when it is inconvenient and then picked up again if we think it 

might be useful 

Real grace is everything because it cost God the life of his Son.   

In 1 Corinthians 6, Paul says that we are not our own, because we were bought at a 

price … and we saw that price paid at Easter. 

Into a broken world, God has done something that is amazing - while karma makes 

‘sense’ in a transactional world - you end up getting what you deserve - grace 

doesn’t make sense - because what we deserve - estrangement from God, Jesus 

took on himself on the Cross - what Jesus deserves - the status and privileges of a 

beloved child of God,  Jesus has given to us.    

Can I encourage you, as I encourage myself - embrace wholeheartedly what God 

has done for you and give him your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, 

going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before him as an offering. … 

I observe many expressions of grace in this church - I see people caring for each 

other, praying for each other, graciously overlooking others’ mistakes, I see acts of 

kindness, I see people organising morning teas, cheerfully working in the office, 

preparing for and contributing to church services, helping others with transport, 

cleaning, welcoming and loads more. 

The way that each of us embraces grace is unique to our circumstances  

To conclude this message, I would like to invite you to take a few minutes to pray in 

silence - asking God to reveal to you, ways that you might more fully embrace his 

grace - what he has done for you in Jesus. 

Amen. Let’s pray. 

 

 


