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Gathering with God 

As you light a candle say 

We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the World, among us as we gather to worship here in 

the church building and in our homes.  

And we remember the promise of Christ to send the Holy Spirit 

who gathers us into a community 

beyond earthly ties.   

God is present with us and through us, to one another. 

 

Song – Ten Thousand Reasons

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I’ll worship Your Holy 

name 

The sun comes up 

It’s a new day dawning 

It’s time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass 

And whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing 

When the evening comes

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I’ll worship Your Holy name 

You’re rich in love 

And You’re slow to anger 

Your name is great 

And Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness 

I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons 

For my heart to find.

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I’ll worship Your Holy name 

And on that day 

When my strength is failing 

The end draws near 

And my time has come 

Still my soul will 

Sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years 

And then forevermore 

Jonas Myrin Matt Redman 
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Preparing for worship 
Find a comfortable space, e.g. 
around a table or living room, grab 
your Bible and offering and 
prepare for worship. You can 
either work through the service on 
this sheet or follow along with our 
online video at 
http://www.blacktown.unitingchurch.
org.au/  

http://www.blacktown.unitingchurch.org.au/
http://www.blacktown.unitingchurch.org.au/


Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

God of love we gather together as a community yet in different homes 

as your children of all ages, from the oldest to the very youngest 

and we love you and adore you  

God of Creation every time we look at the skies 

and see the colours of sun rise and sunset  

the passing shapes of clouds and rainbows 

we stop in awe  at the works of your creation  

and wonder at all you have made, all You have done 

and all that you are continuing to do in our lives. 

As the ancient writer of Psalm 68 declared 

You ride across the skies, and you provide for us everyday: 

You marched before our ancient ancestors in the wilderness. 

You are the compassionate parent of orphans, protector of widows, 

And provider for those imprisoned.  

You are our God, ancient and holy, and new as the day.  

And you sent your son Jesus Christ to show us how much you love us.  

Born as one of us, he told stories,  

restored the lost and broken, and broke barriers, 

He died and rose for us and lives and reigns for ever! 

We celebrate his Ascension and we love you and adore you. 

Sustaining God, you promised the Spirit to empower and lead us.  

And yet, we confess that we let our fears get the better of us.  

At times we feel frozen, stuck right where we are, not only physically, but mentally and spiritually.  

We end up focused on the wrong things, looking back instead of looking forward.  

Remind us that we are not left behind all alone.  

Remind us that You are always present with us.  

Remind us that Your perfect love casts out fear.  

Restore us, O God, so we may know Your steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Words of Assurance 

God is on the move. God is in our hearts. God is by our side. God is with us.  

Know that God’s love enfolds you, and covers you, and is with you always.  

You are God’s beloved child. You are forgiven and restored. Share the good news.  

Share God’s love and forgiveness. Amen.* 

Hearing God’s Word 

Reading from Acts 1: 1-11   

Reflection - Rev Geoff Stevenson 

A copy of the message is attached separately.



Song – This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine 

I’m gonna let it shine 

(repeat twice) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

All through our house 

I’m gonna let it shine 

(repeat twice)Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

Through the neighbourhood 

I’m gonna let it shine 

(repeat twice) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

Out in the world 

I’m gonna let it shine 

(repeat twice) 

I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

This little light of mine 

I’m gonna let it shine 

(repeat twice) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
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Prayers of the People 

Holy Friend, loving God and Saviour, we pray to you, both when we are at our wits end and on those days 

when we feel a little capable and competent in our changed world. 

Especially in this week when we celebrate volunteers, we give you thanks to all who volunteer in our 

community and our world and we are grateful that they are finding new and different ways to continue 

supporting the needy and vulnerable. Thank you for our local Hub continuing to provide food, for those who 

bring donations of food here to the church, those who collect this food and the many who continue to 

distribute food to the needy. We ask you to bless them and keep them safe. We also remember the people in 

our congregation who ensure our church services continue each week.  Lord fill them with Your strength. 

We pray for the leaders of the world who are faced with balancing the value of people’s lives with the 

economic concerns of their country.  We pray that their decisions may be guided by Your love and compassion, 

that health warnings will be heeded, and that care may triumph over greed for power and money. 

Lord we are thankful for all ‘front-line’ workers - doctors, nurses, police, teachers and childcare workers and all 

essential service workers, who are continuing to ensure that we remain healthy and safe.  Empower them, 

Lord. We pray for their safety and for the safety of their families during this pandemic.   

Lord, we pray for our Church as we meet and worship in a different way.  As the restrictions change Lord, we 

ask for your patience and understanding as our Church Council explores the implications for our Church family 

– especially those who are vulnerable and in high risk categories during this pandemic.  Lord support us in our 

attempts to reach out to some of the lonely, suffering and bewildered in our church family and in the wider 

community. 

Help us to continue to strive to become a community of grace, mercy and peace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen  

 



You may like to pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.

Offering 

You are invited to hold your offerings in your cupped hands as we dedicate it and 

ourselves, giving thanks for all God’s blessings. 

Generous God, bless these gifts that they may be shared  

as we live out faith in acts of compassionate service  

and shine the light of Christ   

as his witnesses in the community and to the ends of the world. 

Words of Mission and Blessing

God, the Sender, send us. 

God, the Sent, come with us. 

God the Strengthener of those who go, empower us. 

that we may go with you to be your witnesses: 

The blessing of Almighty God,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

be with you now and always. Amen

Song – They’ll Know We are Christians 

We are one in the Spirit 

We are one in the Lord 

(Repeat) 

And we pray that all unity 

May one day be restored 

Chorus: 

And they’ll know we are Christians 

By our love by our love 

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians 

By our love 

We will walk with each other 

We will walk hand in hand 

(Repeat) 

And together we’ll spread the news 

That Christ is in our land 

Chorus 

We will work with each other 

We will work side by side 

We will work with each other 

We will work side by side 

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity 

And save each other’s pride 

Chorus 

All praise to the Father 

From whom all things come 

And all praise to Christ Jesus 

His only Son 

And all praise to the Spirit 

Who makes us one 

Peter Scholtes 
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Offerings can be transferred 
electronically to 
Blacktown Uniting Church 
BSB: 634 634 
Account No.: 100023472 
or deposited directly to this 
account at any Westpac branch. 



*adapted from Liturgy created or adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell 


