
Sunday worship with a difference 

29 March 2020 5th Sunday in Lent 

Adapted with thanks from resources provided by the Centre for Music, Liturgy & the Arts, UCA South Australia. 

Gathering with God 

As you light a candle say 

This candle is lit to remind us today of the presence of Jesus Christ, the light 

of the world. We come to God, remembering we are the church, the Body 

of Christ, gathered together in faith, despite not being physically present 

with one another. God is present with us and through us, to one another. 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Lord, you made your home on earth and live among us. 

You, who are the highest in all creation 

journey among the least and welcome the weary. 

You give to all who thirst, the water of life. 

and fill with good things all who hunger. 

You welcome us home with open arms, 

and every new day you warm us in the light of your amazing love. 

As we journey this Lent season towards the cross 

we praise you and we adore you 

and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  

God who is always present in our midst, 

in troubling times such as we face today, 

it is easy to lose sight of the things that make us who we are. 

Have mercy on us. 

When we lose our way, remind us that we are your children, 

that you declare us your beloved ones. 

(hold silence) 

When we think there is no hope for the future 

remind us that you hold eternity in your gracious heart. 

Loving God, draw us back from our despair to hop to live in the presence of your Spirit, that we might use the 

faith that you have planted in our hearts and living our lives as your faithful people. Amen. 

(hold silence) 

  

Preparing for worship 
Find a comfortable space, 
e.g. around a table or 
living room, grab your 
Bible and offering and 
prepare for worship. You 
can either work through 
the service on this sheet 
or follow along with our 
online video at 
https://youtu.be/Us6h47
Ho_Cw   

https://youtu.be/Us6h47Ho_Cw
https://youtu.be/Us6h47Ho_Cw


Song 

Bless the Lord, My Soul 

Bless the Lord, my soul 

And bless God's holy name 

Bless the Lord, my soul 

Who leads me into life 

Jacques Berthier 

Hearing God’s Word 

Reading from Matthew 5:1-10 

Message 

A copy of the message is attached separately. 

Prayers of the People 

Prayers of the People 

You may wish to spend time thinking about what prayers you share for the world, the community, the church and people you know 

and love. 

Merciful God, we come with our prayers for your world: for your church; for this community; and for those 

known personally to us who seek your healing presence this day. 

You may wish to say aloud the names of people God has brought to your mind. 

As our world reels with the shock of the corona virus, 

We pray for wisdom and love to do what is necessary to care for others. 

We ask for comfort for all those who mourn, healing for the sick and wisdom for those who govern. 

Help each one of us to act with kindness and compassion toward our neighbour. 

We pray that your healing Spirit will bring the everlasting peace that transcends our understanding to every 

heart and every nation, and that in the midst of our daily trials we would know your sustaining hope and 

experience deepening faith.  Amen 

You may like to pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.

 

 

  

Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 



Offering 

Please take your weekly offering or a symbol of your offering in your cupped hands as we 

dedicate it and ourselves, giving thanks for all God’s blessings and mercy. 

O God, you bless us in so  many areas of our lives 

- in places we often fail to recognise as blessing. 

Help us to have eyes to see and hearts to understand the depth of your 

love and blessing. 

Today with gratitude in our hearts 

we give out of that blessedness,  

dedicating ourselves to lives of mercy, 

giving all that we are and all that we have 

to bring about your beloved community 

here and now. Amen. 

Song  

Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

  That saved a wretch; like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

  Was blind, but now I see. 

 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

  And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

  The hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

  I have already come. 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

  And grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

  His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

  As long as life endures. 

John Newton 

Affirmation / Blessing 

Love has not been cancelled. 

Mercy has not been cancelled. 

Prayer has not been cancelled. 

Attentiveness has not been cancelled. 

Goodness has not been cancelled. 

Thanksgiving has not been cancelled. 

Loving relationships have not been cancelled. 

Kindness has not been cancelled. 

Music has not been cancelled. 

Learning has not been cancelled. 

Conversations have not been cancelled. 

Learning has not been cancelled. 

Poetry and storytelling has not been cancelled. 

Courage has not been cancelled. 

Meditation and contemplation have not been 

cancelled. 

Families have not been cancelled. 

Faith has not been cancelled. 

Hope has not been cancelled. 

And … God’s presence with us, has not been 

cancelled. 

David Haas 

Offerings can be transferred 
electronically to 
Blacktown Uniting Church 
BSB: 634 634 
Account No.: 100023472 
or deposited directly to this 
account at any Westpac branch. 



The Lord bless you 

    and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you  

    and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 

    and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 

 


