
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE 

ADVENT ONE  

 

Welcome to a Season of Joyous Celebration 

Welcome to the season of Advent. This is a time in the Christian calendar full of anticipation and hope 
– a time of expectation as we prepare our lives for the coming of Christ. It’s a time of joyous 
celebration and hope.  
 
Just as many of us are preparing our homes for Christmas,  so we are getting our lives  ready to 
receive anew the Christ child   - our Saviour  - at his birth  in Bethlehem at Christmas. We also look 
forward to when the risen Christ will return in glory at the end of all time. Advent is a time of getting 
ready.  
 
But first as we prepare for worship let’s sing one of the Jewish Psalms.   
 
SONG: TIS NO 52: vv1,2,3   
 
1 Let us sing to the God of salvation, 
let us sing to the Lord our rock; 
let us come to his house with thanksgiving, 
let us come before the Lord and sing! 
 
Refrain 
Praise our maker, praise our saviour, 
praise the Lord our everlasting king: 
every throne must bow before him 
God is Lord of everything! 
 

2 In his hand are the earth's deepest places, 
and the strength of the hills is his; 
all the sea is the Lord's, for he made it 
by his hand the solid rock was formed. 
 
Refrain 
Praise our maker... 
 
3 Let us worship the Lord our maker, 
let us kneel to the Lord our God; 
for we all are the sheep of his pasture 
he will guide us by his powerful hand. 
 
Refrain 
Praise our maker... 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 
For people in the Northern Hemisphere this is the darkest time of the year approaching mid-winter 
with shorter and shorter days.  Christmas at the winter solstice is about the coming of the Light. And 
one of the lovely traditions of Advent is the lighting of the Advent wreath: Each Sunday we light 
another candle as we countdown to the birth of Jesus Christ who is the Light of the World.  
 
We are about to light the first Advent candle here in the church – and I invite you now to light a candle 
in your home  
 
(Candle One is lit using taper from the Christ candle)   

We are in the presence and power of God  
our Maker, Redeemer and Sustainer.  
 
We light this candle in praise of God Almighty 
who created light  
and gives us his love  
and brings hope and  joy to our hearts. 

PRAYERS  

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe; 
you have made us - You are our Father and our Mother. 
We are your people and you care for each of us; 
we come from you and we belong to you. 
As you have created us for your love, 
we give our lives to you, 
knowing that even in the midst of darkness  
your light shines and your presence brings joy. 
Blessed be your name.  Amen 
 
God never leaves or forsakes us. 
We may lose sight of God  
But God keeps his hold on us 
And has faith in us. 
 
And so I invite you to let go of all your tension,  
all your anxiety  
in the presence and power of your Creator and Redeemer…………… 
 
Let us spend some time in silent prayer………. 
 
In the silence we confess that we have not always lived  
as your grateful children; 
we have not loved as God has loved us.  
We look at our world at how people treat each other  
and God’s creation  
and we are ashamed  - we despair ………….   
 
Listen again to the  promise of God:       



JEREMIAH 33: 14 - 16 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The 
LORD is our righteousness.”  
 

TIS NO. 647 COMFORT, COMFORT ALL MY PEOPLE  

 

Refrain 
Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
"All your sins are taken away." 
 
1. Though your tears be rivers running, 
though your tears be an ocean full, 
though you cry with the hurt of living, comfort, 
comfort! 
Every valley shall be lifted …. 
every mountain shall be low, 
every rough place will be smoother: 
 

Refrain 
Comfort, comfort … 
 
2. Though your eyes see only darkness, 
though your eyes can see no light, 
though your eyes see pain and sorrow: 
comfort, comfort! 
Every night will have its morning, 
every pain will have an end, 
every burden will be lightened: 
 
Refrain 
Comfort, comfort 

Robin Mann 

PSALM 100: For giving grateful praise. 

 

1. Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
2. Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
3. Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

4. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name. 

5. For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 

his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

REFLECTION   

 

 
 
  



TIS NO. 265 O COME, O COME IMMANUEL  VV 1,4 AND 5 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O Come, O branch of Jesse, free, 
your own from Stan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save 
and give them victory 0’er the grave  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Gracious God, whose love encircles us 
Keep shadows without and light within; 
let you face shine that we may be saved. 
Keep fear without and justice within; 
comfort, comfort your people. 
Keep chaos without and life within; 
may those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Keep despair without and hope within; 
receive us that we may rejoice in your presence. 
 
As we enter the Season of Advent our cry is one of longing 
as we bring our prayers for a world that is broken.* 
 
We pray for   

• all those for whom this year has been a dark and lonely time 

• those who grieve loved ones who have died during this year -some alone 

• those who have been sick with the virus and with other diseases especially remembering 
nurses and doctors working in difficult conditions 

• those for whom lockdown and closed businesses has brought heightened tensions within 
relationships in their home  – especially as we mark the International Day for Violence against 
Women, we remember those who have suffered hurt and even death  

• those who are homeless or struggling to put food on their tables especially in this part of 
Sydney  

• our nation -  giving thanks as borders are opened at last and praying for families to be reunited 



• refugees fleeing out of Tigray in Ethiopia and into the Sudan and for children starving in the 
midst of war in Yemen and for people wherever there is conflict  

• the broken world praying for world  leaders as they make decisions concerning the distribution 
of  vaccines for the COVID-19 and action on climate change   

• action to save the habitats of threatened iconic and lesser known creatures in the Australian 
bush including koalas and platypus  

• those whom we know are unwell or struggling with too much work   or looking for work.  
  
Come, O God, among us  and abide with us that we may witness   to your  goodness and steadfast 
love of God especially in this Advent season – Abide with us and in us and renew all that is broken. 
Fill us with a new vision for your world. IN the name of the One who comes and in whom all our 
longings are met  – Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
*adapted from a Celtic encircling prayer , Prayers for All Seasons Year B Seasons of the Spirit Collection p.7,8 

 

OFFERING 

 
The Lord is good and God’s love endures forever  
God’s faithfulness continues through  all generations.  Psalm 100:6   
 
You are invited  to take your offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands  
 
We give with joyful hearts  because God first gave to us   
 
Gracious God, bless these gifts as we go  
to share your goodness in love and service of others. Amen.  
 

BLESSING  

 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
And the blessing of God the Creator,  
Jesus Christ the Saviour 
and the Holy Spirit, the guide and Strengthener 
be upon you today and forever.  
 

TIS 779 MAY THE FEET OF GOD  

 
May the feet of God walk with you 
and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you 
and his ear hear you cry. 
May the smile of God be for you 
and his breath give you life. 
May the child of God grow in you 
and his love bring you home 
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