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ADVENT 4: GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY  

 

DECEMBER 20 2020  

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES       
 
Jesus is the Light of the World: 
light that cannot be destroyed.   
We light these candles in praise of God who makes his home with us.  
 
You may like to light a candle in your home as we light the 4th candle in the church. 
                                         (the candle is lit)  
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth; 
to you be praise and glory forever. 
As you sent your Son to live among us to be the Light of the World, 
and proclaimed his presence through angels, 
may we know him as our Lord and Saviour 
and our hearts be filled with joy as we sing glory to you. Amen.*  
  
CAROL: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 



With the angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased in human flesh to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!   
Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King! 
 
Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 
Risen with healing in His wings: 
Mild He lay His glory by 
Born that man no more need die, 
Born to raise us from the earth 
Born to give us  second birth 
Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King!                                                               
                                                                                                           Charles Wesley & others  
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 
To sing the carols is special  in this Covid-19 year.  
To meet with family and friends  even across the internet 
lifts our spirits. 
 

And there’ s so much to do. 
so much to prepare and time is running out . 
We manage our commitments. 
we carry out our obligations 
busyness keeps us focused. But let us pray:  
 

God of patience, 
grant us mercy as we remember that the birth of the baby Jesus 
the new born king should be the centre of our celebrations.**     
 

For the good things that have happened to us we thank you. 
for the people we have hurt we are sorry.  
For our preoccupations that have pushed our Lord’s birth from our minds 
and the neighbours we have not noticed  
and any acts of kindness we have neglected, forgive us. Amen.  
God and heaven is not far away. 
Let go of all your tensions and anxieties,  



and find peace in the loving presence of God 
that surrounds you.* 
 

You may also like to say with me   
“Come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for you. “  
 
GOSPEL READING: LUKE 2:8-20    
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 1 

 

3And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
 
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
REFLECTION: JOY IN THE MIDST: Good News of Great Joy  
 

 
CAROL:  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH VV1,3    

Angels we have heard on high                              Come to Bethlehem and see  
Sweetly, sweetly through the night                        Him  whose birth the angels sing, 
And the mountains in reply                                    Come, adore on bended knee, 
Echoing their brief delight                                      Christ the Lord, the newborn King 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo                                           Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo                                           Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
                                                                                                                    Traditional  
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Jesus Christ, born in a stable, 

be with the poor and homeless this Christmas time 

Lord, in your mercy, shine your everlasting light. 

  
Jesus Christ, born of Mary, cared for by Joseph  
Be with young mothers and with young fathers across the world  
Lord, in your mercy, shine your everlasting light 

 

Jesus Christ, born behind an inn, 

be with those business people who are struggling because the COVID-19 pandemic  

and with those travelling in this holiday season 

Lord. in your mercy, shine your everlasting light  

 

Jesus Christ, visited by Shepherds, 

Be with all who have to work this Christmas, and those who long to work 

Lord, in your mercy, shine your everlasting light  

 

Jesus Christ, who became a refugee, 

be with those who fear for their lives, and those who have left  homes this Christmas  

Lord, in your mercy,  shine your everlasting light  

 

Jesus Christ who came to be our Lord and Saviour 

be with those whose hearts are restless, searching for peace in their lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, shine your everlasting light  

 

Jesus Christ, born with “healing in your wings” 

be with those doctors and nurses who tend to the sick 

and with those who are sick including millions across the world vulnerable to COVID-19 

and other diseases in this difficult year  

Lord, in your mercy, shine your everlasting light 

 

Jesus Christ, born as one of us 

be with the people of the Pacific,,Queensland and Northern NSW and all places 

experiencing cyclone, flood, blizzard  and fire.  

Lord, in your mercy, shine your everlasting light 

 



Shine you everlasting light into the dark places of the world where there is violence and 

pandemic and despair. 

Shine your comfort and hope into the midst of  those who have lost loved ones or 

experienced broken dreams and relationships. 

Help us all to bring the troubles and anxieties and losses and disappointment of this 

year into your healing  light  - to let them go  and enter 2021 with hope  because you are 

with us.   In the name of Christ. Amen. *** 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

OUR OFFERING     
You are invited to take your offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands. 

God of true joy, may we share the good news with those who are restless  and serve 

Christ in the poor and those in need this Christmas time with generous hearts. Amen  

CAROL: O Little town of Bethlehem  
 
 O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie. 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, 
And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to all on earth. 
 



How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Chjld of Bethlehem, 
descend to us we pray  
cast out our sin, and enter in 
be born in us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tiding tell. 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel.                                                                Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893 
 
SENDING OUT / BLESSING  - Laurel 
 
May you who have heard of the angel’s song, 
rejoice in the birth of Jesus as Christmas comes. 
May you who have heard of the shepherds 
glorifying and praising God, 
give him praise and glory and open your hearts to receive him.   
God lives among us and we rejoice.  
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer   
be upon you and your home now and always    
 
SUNG BLESSING: TIS 779 MAY THE FEET OF GOD  
 
May the feet of God walk with you and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you and his ear hear your cry 
May the smile of God be for you 
and his breath give you life. 
May the child of God grow in you 
and his love bring you home                                                                          Robin Mann         
 
*David Adam, The Echo of God, pp59,60 
**adapted from Keree Louise Casey, …Of ash & rainbows. , p.40 
**adapted from Sam Hargreaves Christmas intercessory prayers - engageworship 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


