
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE 

NOVEMBER  15  2020   

 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

I invite you to light a candle in your home as we  light  the Christ candle in the church. 

 

(light the candle)  

 

This  candle reminds us that when we gather Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, is in our 
midst and God’s  Spirit draws us together even though we are not physically present to 

each other. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

So Let us gather before God and lift up our songs of praise and thanksgiving. 
Let us give thanks for God’s generous spirit. 
Let us give thanks for the blessings of food and family,  of church and faith. 
Let us give thanks for the earth and all its wonders: and after the bushfires which were  
burning this time last year  thanks for new growth. 

Let us give thanks for signs of the Kingdom of God in which  
the hungry are fed and the thirsty drink deeply 
the sick are healed and those who are anxious find peace  
the blind see and the deaf hear  
the lame dance for joy  and endings become new beginnings.  
Let us praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

  



HYMN TIS 156 MORNING HAS BROKEN  

Morning has broken like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 
Praise for the singing 
Praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word 

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 
Like the first dew fall on the first grass 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass 

Mine is the sunlight 
Mine is the morning 
Born of the One Light Eden saw play 
Praise with elation, praise every morning 
God's recreation of the new day 

Songwriters: Eleanor Farjeon / Yusuf Islam 

PRAYERS 

Wondrous Spirit, we raise to you our songs of thanksgiving! 
Rhythm-setter of tides and seasons,  
from the depths of the oceans to the heights of the land, 
creation declares your greatness. 
You dapple our days with sun and our nights with the moon and the stars  
Your love and grace flows unceasingly towards us . 
Thankyou for your beautiful world and all the people in our city.   
Thank you for the kindness among us, 
the food we eat  
water to drink and make us clean 
Thank you for family and friends  
and energy to play sport  
and all the things we love to do.  
Thank  you most of all for Jesus our Lord and Saviour 

Lead us, we pray, in sharing  the welcome and love of Jesus.  
Lead us, in blessing the lives of others, 
so that all your world may have reason to rejoice. Amen  

And even as we give thanks  for those good things we have received,  in the silence  we 
also reflect upon this year with all its unexpected challenges …. the good things and the 
difficult things and those things which trouble us…. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought , word and deed 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 



We are truly sorry.  
Have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways  
to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Friends God’s mercy and love seen on the cross of Jesus     
in the mighty power that raised Jesus to life 
and in the power of forgiveness and new beginnings    
is the sign of God’s Kingdom. 

Receive it and be thankful – it is freely given. 

SONG: TIS NO. 164 THE GREAT LOVE OF GOD  

The great love of God 
Is revealed in the Son, 
Who came to this earth 
To redeem everyone. 

That love, like a stream 
Flowing clear to the sea, 
Makes clean every heart 
That from sin would be free. 

It binds the whole world, 
every barrier it breaks, 
The hills it lays low, 
And the mountains is shakes. 

It’s yours, it is ours, 
O how lavishly given! 
The pearl of great price, 
And the treasure of heaven. 

Daniel Thambyrajah Niles  

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:14-30      

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 
to them; 15 to one he gave five talents,[a] to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  

19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  

20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025:14-30&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24021a


master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed 
over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 

 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 
you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received 
what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the 
ten talents.  

29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless 
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 

SERMON 

 

SONG:  GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART  

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son         (repeat)  

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for u s"                           (repeat)  

                                                                                   Source: LyricFind Songwriter:Henry Smith 

  

https://www.lyricfind.com/


PRAYER FOR OTHERS:    

God of amazing love, where there is hope 
Where there is compassion and a longing for healing and wholeness  
You are there.  
Where there is anxiety and worry and peace is found 
Where the hungry are fed and the poor are empowered 
You are there. 
Where there is grief and comfort is offered 
Where love is announced and new life is found 
You are there.* 

We bring our prayers for our broken world  

We pray  for  

• President-Elect Joe Biden of the USA and  a peaceful transition and healing in that 
divided nation 

• Comfort and help for peoples affected by natural disasters in Turkey, Greece, the 
Philippines, Central America  

• people in nations where COVID-19 is escalating and that the hopes for a vaccine for 
COVID-19 may become real  

• people in Australia who were devastated by fires a year ago as they recover  -  some 
still waiting for new homes 

• farmers harvesting crops  

• and as International Men’s Day approaches we pray for positive gender relationships 
in families  and for men’s health  - particularly mental health -  in these difficult times.   

Finally we lift up to you those we know and ourselves: Among  us  are people who are sick, 
who are grieving, who are anxious, hurting in relationships and struggling to make ends 
meet.  Carry us all close to your heart. 

Give us wisdom and courage  in the midst to shine the light of your amazing love.   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

                         * based on Prayers for Others, Frontier  Services, Order of Service 2020 p.9     

  



OFFERING :    

“Bring an offering and come into God’s courts; worship God in holy splendour”   

You are invited to take your thank offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands 

as we dedicate our thank offerings and ourselves  

God of abundance,  
we bless you for the vastness of your goodness and generosity towards us. 
With joy and thanksgiving in our  hearts  
we bring our gifts of money -  the fruit of our labour -  
together with our time and our minds, our talents and our lives.   
With humility and gratitude we offer ourselves to share your love  
and the life and joy of your kingdom with others 
in risk-taking mission and service.   
 As you have blessed us so may we be a blessing to others.  
As you have been extravagantly generous to us  
so may we be generous to others  to your praise and glory.  
in the name of Christ.  Amen  

 

 

BLESSING:   

Go with thankful hearts to share God’s goodness  
as those who have received out of the abundance of God. 
And as you go may the hands of the Christ rest upon your heads in blessing and give you  
courage for the next step of the journey  
and may the touch of the Holy Spirit reach out towards you in encouragement  
and may God the Loving Parent hold you and protect you today and always. Amen. 

adapted from © Dorothy McRae-McMahon, Liturgies for high days  


