
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE JULY 12 2020  

 The Power of the Gospel  

  

GATHERING WITH GOD 

As we gather you may like to light a candle in your home as I light the Christ candle 

here in the church.  

(Light the candle)   

We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, 
among us as we gather to worship here in the church building and in our homes.  
 

We come to God, remembering we are the church, the Body of Christ, gathered in faith, 
despite not being physically present with one another. 
God is present with us and through us, to one another.  
  

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

God of winter mornings, 
your love comes to us boldly  
like the sun forcing its way  
through overcast clouds. 
You warm our hearts 
with your love and acceptance, 
filling our dark places with light.  
Each day brings new beginnings. 
 
Children play with innocent and unending imaginations. 
Young people dream dreams and plan for the future in uncertain times.  
Adults anticipate what is yet to come. 
Our elderly remain at home in times dangerous to their health.  
Yet even now in this season, we give thanks for your faithfulness  
and come in anticipation of treasure yet unexplored, 
and undiscovered. 
God of all our days we adore you.  Amen.*  



SONG: TiS 164 The Great Love of God  
 
The great love of God  
Is revealed in the Son,  
Who came to this earth  
To redeem everyone.  
 
That love, like a stream  
Flowing clear to the sea,  
Makes clean every heart  
That from sin would be free.  
 
It binds the whole world,  
every barrier it breaks,  
The hills it lays low,  
And the mountains is shakes.  
 
It’s yours, it is ours,  
O how lavishly given!  
The pearl of great price,  
And the treasure of heaven 

- Daniel Thambyrajah Niles  

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans has had a monumental impact not only on the Romans 
around the year 57 when it was written, but down through the centuries.  The reading of 
Romans changed the lives of people like Augustine of Hippo in the 4th Century, Martin 
Luther in Germany in the 16th Century, John Wesley and the poet/hymn writer William 
Cowper in 18th Century England, and Swiss theologian Karl Barth following World War 1 
leading to renewal and reformation in the church.  
 
Within the Letter of Romans, Chapter 8 has been described as “the greatest chapter in 
the Bible” speaking to the human condition and showing us a way forward into God’s 
future.  
 
What does it say to us in this time of vulnerability and anxiety? What does it say in our 
yearning to be the people God made us to be? Today and over the next couple of 
weeks we will open this chapter.   
 

BIBLE READING: Romans 8:1-11  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of 
sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the 
flesh,  God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. 



And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; 
but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please 
God. 
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is 
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of  his Spirit who lives in 
you. 
  

SERMON: The Power of the Gospel   

 

PRAYER: 
 
O God, my God,  I bring my struggles with sin and brokenness and self 
and lay them at your feet. ………………………. 
Thank you that Jesus has taken away my sins – all of them.  
Thank you that through your boundless grace and mercy,  
in Christ I have been set free:  
   free from the controlling power of sin, 
   free from false pride   
   free from those whispers that say I am not good enough 
   free from the law that leads only to failure and death, 
   free from the chains of hopelessness. 
I put all my trust in Jesus the Christ your Son and love that will never let me go.  
 

My heart sings with joy and anticipation  
as I walk into the future you have for me  
not alone in my own strength 
but in the power of your transforming Spirit within me.   

O God, my God, hear my prayer through Jesus Christ my Saviour. Amen.  



 
 

SONG: TiS No. 685 THE POWER OF YOUR LOVE 

Lord I come to You 
Let my heart be changed, renewed 
Flowing from the grace 
That I've found in You 
Lord I've come to know 
The weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away 
By the power of Your love 

Hold me close 
Let Your love surround me 
Bring me near 
Draw me to Your side 
And as I wait 
I'll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love 

Lord unveil my eyes 
Let me see You face to face 
The knowledge of Your love 
As You live in me 
Lord renew my mind 
As Your will unfolds in my life 
In living every day 
By the power of Your love 

Hold me close  Let Your love surround me …….  
Bring me near 
Draw me to Your side 
And as I wait I'll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love    

Songwriters: Geoff Bullock 

The Power of Your Love lyrics © Warner Chappell Music, Inc, Universal Music Publishing Group, Music Services, Inc 



PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES AND OTHERS   

In this COVID-19 pandemic, we in Australia are opening up our society and economy 

yet there is fear of a second wave and economic hardship: Many of our most senior 

people remain isolated, others are in a hard lock-down in public housing towers some of 

whom are among the  most vulnerable in our society. Around the world the pandemic is 

spreading and people are dying in huge numbers.  We are also mindful of Hong Kong 

as people fear the end of the democracy and human rights.  

Here in our own Blacktown Uniting Church community our thoughts are with those being 

born, those recovering from surgery and those nearing the end of their lives.  All this is 

on our minds as we pray: 

In peace , we pray to you Lord God 
For all people in their daily life and work 
For our families, friends and neighbours. 
For this community, our country and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, peace and health.  
For the just and proper use of your creation 
For the victims of sickness, fear, indifference and oppression wherever they live*.  
 

Gracious God, we pray for the citizens and leaders of this land, this state and this city 
that we may unite in our care for one another, and provide for and protect especially the 
poor and those who suffer in mind, body and spirit in these times.    
 

Compassionate God,  comfort and relieve those who are sick and troubled in mind and 
spirit.  Bring them healing, hope, peace and the consolation of a loving community.    
 

Grant patience and courage to the families and friends of those who are ill in this 
pandemic. Strengthen their resilience as they face challenges. We pray especially for 
those who feel traumatised by being locked in their homes and guarded by police. 
    
Walk with people who are destitute and have no one to care for them. May they and all 
who have lost their work and livelihoods continue to find support and see light and hope 
for an end of this difficult time in their lives.   
 

Empower us to speak up for those who do not have a voice; save us from accepting 
injustices in the social systems that leave some people behind.** 
    
We pray for your church and for all who proclaim the gospel. May those who continue to 
struggle with faith and purpose and restoration find peace with you for their lives and 
compassion for their needs. May we embody Christ and bring your love to all whom we 
meet. May your Spirit fill us with the breath of life and empower us to imagine anew how 
to be the church in the world today. May we follow the Spirit and bring hope and healing 
to all who live in despair and brokenness.***  
 



Finally we bring our own needs and the needs of others for whom you have called us to 
pray: for young families welcoming a new babe, for families walking with loved ones 
who coming to the end of their lives and for folk recovering from illness and surgery.   
 

Gracious God, Giver of life and health, we trust that in your time and way, you will dispel 
all darkness with your light, all confusion with your order, all fear with your peace. 
Through Jesus Christ, who intercedes for us and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

OFFERING  

Please take your weekly offering or a symbol of your offering  
in your cupped hands as we dedicate it and ourselves,  
giving thanks for all God’s blessings and mercy. 
 
Generous God, bless these gifts that they may be shared  
as we live out the good news  
and shine the light of Christ    
as his witnesses in this community. Amen 

 

SONG TiS 209 And can it be    

 
In 1738 an Anglican priest by the name of John Wesley attended a meeting in 

Aldersgate, London where he heard someone read the introduction to Martin Luther’s 

commentary on Paul’s letter to the Romans.  Suddenly he felt his heart “strangely 

warmed” and a new overwhelming sense of God’s love possessed him.  He  cried out: “I 

felt I did trust Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he 

had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”  

 

Offerings can be transferred electronically to 

Blacktown Uniting Church 

BSB: 6343 

Account No.: 100023472 

or deposited directly to this account at any 

Westpac branch. 



Wesley went on to lead a momentous renewal in Britain that touched the lives of 

thousands   - the Methodist movement and church is one of the traditions we stand in in 

the Uniting Church. John’s brother Charles wrote the great hymn we will sing now: “And 

can it be”   

1. And can it be that I should gain 
an interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain— 
for me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  

2. ’Tis mystery all: the immortal dies: 
who can explore this strange design? 
In vain the first-born seraph tries 
to sound the depths of love divine. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more. 

3. He left his Father’s throne above— 
so free, so infinite his grace! — 
emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free: 
for, O my God, it found out me! 

4. Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 
I woke; the dungeon flamed with light! 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 

5. No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 

- Charles Wesley  

 



 

BLESSING 

Through God’s boundless grace and mercy, we have been set free— 
   free from the controlling power of sin, 
   free from a way of life that leads only to death, 
   free from hopelessness and the fear of condemnation  
This is the power of the good news.  
 
So as you leave this time of worship  
step into the future God has for you in joy and in peace.     
 
And may the grace of Christ attend you, 
the love of God surround you  
and the Holy Spirit empower you  
today and forever. Amen.   
  
 
*adapted from prayer by Keree Louise Casey, ….of ash and rainbows.. p.30  
Used with permission  
**Uniting in Worship People’s Book pp.188  
***Adapted from and patterned after Prayers of the People from the Book of Common Prayer  
**** UCC Mental Health Network, the Rev. Dr. Rachael Keefe, writer and pastor of Living Table United 
Church of Christ in Minneapolis  
  

    


