
Order of Service 

Sunday 28 June 2020 

 

"Whoever welcomes you welcomes me"  - Jesus 

 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a symbol of God’s presence among us. We come to God, remembering we are 

the church, the Body of Christ, gathered together in faith, despite not being physically present with 

one another. God is present with us and through us, to one another. 

 Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Gracious God of mercy, we thank you for your presence with us. As we gather in this community to 

share our faith, we open our hearts to the future of this church. We ask that you make us a blessing. 

Prepare us to serve and celebrate the ministries you place before us. 

Patient God, each and every day you offer to us new hope and special blessings. From the rising of 

the sun to its descent, the light of your love pours on your creation. We love all these things, but we 

want to hold onto each of your blessings just for ourselves. Teach us to share openly and willingly 

with others. Forgive our selfishness and turn it to selflessness in service to you. Clear our minds 

and spirits from sadness to a sense of joy and adventure; for we offer this prayer in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news! God has again blessed our lives with hope and joy. Be at peace, for God is with us. 

 

Song: How Great is Our God

The splendour of the King 

Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice 

All the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice 

And trembles at His voice 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how 

great 

How great is our God 

And age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the End 

Beginning and the End 

The Godhead three in one 

Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how 

great 

How great is our God 

Name above all names 

Worthy of all praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how 

great 

How great is our God 
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Bible Reading: Matthew 9:35- 10:8; 40-42 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to 

heal every disease and sickness. 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother 

Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas 

Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter 

any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this message: 

‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 

leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 

“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And if 

anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, 

that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 

 

Reflection: "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me"  - Jesus 

 

Song: Freely, Freely

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name 

I've been born again in Jesus' name 

And in Jesus' name I come to you 

To share His love as He told me to 

He said freely, freely, you have received 

Freely, freely give 

Go in My name and because you believe 

Others will know that I live 

 

All pow'r is giv'n in Jesus' name 

In earth and heav'n in Jesus' name 

And in Jesus' name I come to you 

To share His pow'r as He told me to 

He said freely, freely, you have received 

Freely, freely give 

Go in My name and because you believe 

Others will know that I live 

Carol Owens 
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Prayers of the People 

Merciful Father, you are ever ready to give good gifts to your children: receive our prayer this day.  

As coronavirus continues to spread across the world, we pray that you will bring extraordinary 

healing and that your presence be among all suffering people. 



Give wisdom and integrity to our national and state leaders in this confusing time with the fear of a 

second wave while restrictions are being eased. 

Protect all medical staff and encourage scientists researching a vaccine so crucial to overcoming 

this pandemic and making people safe. 

Give patience and resilience to ordinary people longing for normal life to return so that they can 

gather as family, in churches, clubs, choirs and sports teams and to have security in employment. 

May we all work together for the common good of our community. 

We pray for our leaders in the church in these difficult times: 

• for Deidre and the leaders in the National Assembly of the Uniting Church  

• for Simon and our Synod leaders 

• for Geoff and our Presbytery leaders  

• for Pam, Andrew, Gavin, Kaleki, Laurel and the Church Council.  

Grant them wisdom as they make decisions and preparations for when and how we will gather for 

worship. 

We pray for all who are in special need and distress this day: for comfort in grieving and for relief 

for those in pain, for healing for those who are sick and for those recovering from surgery.  

We pray for companionship for those who remain lonely and isolated, protection for those in aged 

care facilities, for hope and relief for those who have lost income and work and those whose 

education has been disrupted. We pray for those long for a comforting touch or a kindly word; for 

your little ones who are starved of love and affection. 

Show us your face in all these your children and help us to care for them as we would care for you.  

Let us hear your voice that we also may welcome you into our lives and receive the gift of eternal 

life.  

With St Teresa of Calcutta we pray:  

Shine through us and be so in us 

that every soul we come in contact with may feel Your presence in our souls. 

Let them look up, and see no longer us, but only Jesus! 

Stay with us and then we shall begin to shine as You shine, 

For so to shine is to be a light to others. 

God of grace, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.



Offering (Gavin) 

As we bring our offerings, I invite you to take your offering or a 

symbol of your offering in your hands as we join together in 

prayer. 

Faithful God, we give you thanks that you have entrusted us 

with the gift of hospitality and generosity, and that you have 

set us free to be generous givers of the gifts you so freely give 

to us.  May our offerings this day draw us closer to you as we share them with others for 

righteousness’ sake. Amen. 

 

Song: Cornerstone

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus' Name 

 (Repeat) 

Christ alone cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm He is Lord 

Lord of all 

When darkness seems to hide His face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 

My anchor holds within the veil 

 

Christ alone cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm He is Lord 

Lord of all 

He is Lord, Lord of all 

Christ alone cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm He is Lord 

Lord of all 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless stand before the throne 
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Blessing 

Sister and brothers, you have been given the spirit of freedom and saved for the sake of God’s love.  

Freely share that love in the world, knowing that the reward of right relationship is holiness and 

life eternal. 

May the One who creates, redeems, and sustains you from everlasting to everlasting grant you the 

grace of peace, holiness, and eternal life. 

 

Offerings can be transferred 
electronically to 
Blacktown Uniting Church 
BSB: 634 634 
Account No.: 100023472 
or deposited directly to this 
account at any Westpac 
branch. 


