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Worship with a Difference 
Sunday 24th January 2021 

Preacher – Dr. Charlie Justins 
 

  
 
Welcome to Worship With a Difference here at Blacktown Uniting Church today. My 
name is Pam Neale-Justins and I am one of the local preachers here. Dr Charlie 
Justins, one of our lay preachers will bring us the sermon this morning. Peter de Vroom 
and Gavin Glenn will be providing the music and managing the technology to produce 
our service.  Although because of Covid safety we can’t meet face to face we are still 
connected by Gods love that stretches and wraps us as His family, wherever we are. 
 
Our theme this morning is ‘Ordinary People with an Extraordinary Message’ and the 
rock solid foundations of this. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE  
 
To symbolize and remind us that the presence of Jesus, the light of the world is with us 
we light the Christ candle.  You are invited to light a candle in your home to help you 
symbolize and remember that Jesus is very present with you wherever you are.  
 
When Jesus spoke to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk-in darkness but will have the light of life.”  
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
“The Lord does not look at the things people look at.  People look at the outward 
appearance, the Lord looks at the heart.”  1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV) 
 
God wants the world to know God’s great love for each of us. He wants everyone to 
know that salvation comes through His plan alone; not by any efforts on our part.  So if 
you feel unqualified or unworthy or ordinary, you have exactly the qualities God is 
looking for! 
 
So join us this morning as we wait quietly for our God. God is solid rock under our feet 
and breathing room for our soul. 
 
As part of our preparation for this time of worship together, lets sing these words as a 
prayer. 
 
SONG: Spirit of the Living God (Daniel Iverson) 
 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me 
Spirit of the Living God fall fresh on me 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me 
Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me. 
 
SONG: Open our eyes Lord (Robert Cull) 
 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus  
To reach out and touch Him  
And say that we love Him 
Open our ears Lord and help us to listen  
Open our eyes Lord  
We want to see Jesus. 
 
PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND PRAISE  
 
Good Morning Loving God, we gather together across the distance in obedience to 
Your desire. We have so much to thank you for. We thank you for creation and the 
blessing it is to our senses, for the creatures that make us laugh at their cuteness; to 
the ones that make us stand in awe at their size; for the fragrance of roses and 
frangipanis and lamb roasts; for the touch of velvet and the sounds of Vivaldi’s Four 
Seasons and the birth of babies.  We thank You, the creator of the universe, for 
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creating us to be in relationship with You and wanting to live with us. And we are 
thankful. We offer this time to You as our response to Your love. We thank you that 
you are present here in Jesus name Amen. 
 
We also need to acknowledge that we have not cared for creation as you desire us to. 
We have not cared for each other as you desire us to and we have not cared for 
ourselves as you desire us to. We offer  our deep shape to sorry  and ask for your 
insight and strength to live fully as a part of your family here. We thank you for Jesus 
deep love for us and his death and resurrection on our behalf. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS AND HOPE  
 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:9) The good news is that our sins are forgiven.  
 
Thanks be to God, Amen. 
 
BIBLE READINGS 
 
Psalm 62 1-12 
 
1 I wait quietly before God, 
    for my victory comes from him. 
2 He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
    my fortress where I will never be shaken. 
3 So many enemies against one man— 
    all of them trying to kill me. 
To them I’m just a broken-down wall 
    or a tottering fence. 
4 They plan to topple me from my high position. 
    They delight in telling lies about me. 
They praise me to my face 
    but curse me in their hearts. Interlude 
5 Let all that I am wait quietly before God, 
    for my hope is in him. 
6 He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
    my fortress where I will not be shaken. 
7 My victory and honor come from God alone. 
    He is my refuge, a rock where no enemy can reach me. 
8 O my people, trust in him at all times. 
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    Pour out your heart to him, 
    for God is our refuge. 
9 Common people are as worthless as a puff of wind, 
    and the powerful are not what they appear to be. 
If you weigh them on the scales, 
    together they are lighter than a breath of air. 
10 Don’t make your living by extortion 
    or put your hope in stealing. 
And if your wealth increases, 
    don’t make it the center of your life. 
11 God has spoken plainly, 
    and I have heard it many times: 
Power, O God, belongs to you; 
12     unfailing love, O Lord, is yours. 
Surely you repay all people 
    according to what they have done. 
 
Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House 
Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 
 
GOSPEL READING - Mark 1:14-20 
 
(New Living Translation) 
 
14 Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached God’s 
Good News.[a] 15 “The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The 
Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!”16 One day 
as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon[b] and his 
brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 17 Jesus called 
out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 18 And they 
left their nets at once and followed him. 
 
19 A little farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James and John, in a boat 
repairing their nets. 20 He called them at once, and they also followed him, leaving their 
father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
REFLECTION: 
 

http://www.tyndale.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A14-20&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24203a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A14-20&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24205b
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Dr Charlie Justins: ‘Ordinary people with an Extraordinary Message’. 
 
REFLECTION RESPONSE: 
 
Just as the disciples who were called struggled at times so these wonderful words 
remind us that no matter what you are feeling or doing God knows your name, and 
calls you to come close, accept God’s love for you, to follow and keep on going . . . 
keep on going. 
 
SONG:Your Labour is not in Vain  
 
Your labor is not in vain 
Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained 
Your planting and reaping are never the same 
Your labor is not in vain 
 
Your labor is not unknown 
Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan 
The place of your toil may not seem like a home 
But Your labor is not unknown 
 
[Chorus] 
I am with you, I am with you 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
 
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth 
For all that is old will at last be made new 
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
 
[Chorus] 
I am with you, I am with you 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
[Verse 4] 
The houses you labored to build 
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled 
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The serpent that hurts and destroys will be killed 
And all that is broken be healed 
 
[Chorus] 
I am with you, I am with you 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
I am with you, oh I am with you 
Oh I am with you, oh I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
 
(by The Porters Gate) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Loving God as citizens of your global family, Your kingdom, we bring to you the 
concerns and aches of our hearts 
 
We pray the following prayer on behalf of ourselves , our church , all our leaders of the 
Uniting church and our brothers and sisters from around the  world 
 
A prayer from ‘Out of the Ordinary’ by Joyce Rupp 
 
Consoling God,  
 
Be a source of serenity for us 
 
When struggles and difficulties 
 
Threaten to overwhelm us 
 
When we doubt ourselves 
 
Or question the worth of our lives. 
 
Truth-bringing God, 
 
Encourage us to embrace You 
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During those times when we get lost 
 
In the lies of our weakness. 
 
Compassionate God, 
 
Hold us to Your heart 
 
When we feel helpless 
 
In the face of the worlds pain. 
 
Light-filled God, 
 
Keep us ever close to You 
 
During those moments  
 
When bleakness surrounds our lives 
 
Comforting God 
 
Shelter us under Your wings 
 
When we are engulfed in sadness 
 
And overcome with distress. 
 
God of peace 
 
You are the centre of our lives 
 
A strong refuge of peace 
 
In the whirlwind of our pain 
 
We look to you for strength 
 
And a constant assurance of hope. 
 
We ask this in Jesus name, Amen. 
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Australia day is in a few days. This land is God’s land and God’s spirit dwells here. We 
acknowledge the Dharug people, traditional custodians of this land under God. We 
commit ourselves again to working for reconciliation in this land.  This morning we want 
to thank You for the unique beauty of this land. We want to say thank you for the peace 
that we enjoy. Please help us to never take this for granted. We thank you that people 
from around the world have sought and found safety and home in this land. Please 
help us to work together for inclusion, sharing, safety and peace for everyone. We also 
pray for the leaders of the nations of our world that You will continue to call them to 
justice and compassion and following You. We pray for those in our church family who 
are sick or suffering in any way. We pray for the control of Covid19, and the millions of 
people who grieve because they have lost loved ones. We pray that we can safety 
return to face to face worship soon. We ask these things in Jesus name. Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
As our response to Gods love we bring our tithes and offerings. 
 
We invite you to hold in your hands either your offering or your Direct Giving card or a 
symbol of your gifts to God. 
 
Generous God, all we are and have comes from You. Please help us to be aware and 
grateful. We bring these gifts to You this morning. Please use them to support the work 
of your Kingdom. Please bless each person who brings their offering to You this 
morning. We also bring to You our talents , time ,skills and our welcome and inclusion 
of others. Please use them in the blessing and the building up of your kingdom here 
and beyond.  
 
We offer these in the name of Jesus, Amen  
 
RESPONSE: 
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SONG TIS 658: Here I Am, Lord (I, The Lord of Sea and Sky) 
 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
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Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, The Lord Of Sea And Sky 
Words - Daniel L Schutte (b 1947) 
Music - Daniel L Schutte (b 1947) 

 
REFECTION RESPONSE: 
 
In front of me are some rocks, reminders of the strength of our foundation – God. And 
how an ordinary man Simon Peter in Gods hands became a rock for others and us….. 
In Genesis31: 46,48,49 we read ‘ So they took stones and piled them in a heap, and 
they ate there by the heap…Laban said, ”This heap is a witness between you and me 
today”….it was also called Mizpah, because he said, “may the Lord keep watch 
between you and me when we are away from each other.” 
So this morning on your behalf I choose the stones  and pile your/our stones. Each one 
is different, just as we are different and each one is connecting. And I say : May the 
Lord keep watch between you and me while we are absent from each other. 
 
BLESSING 
 
Go hopefully into the week ahead, With God’s help make this coming week a different 
one . . . stand solidly on God who is our rock, rest in the knowing that Jesus calls you 
by your name, read more of His extraordinary message for you  and  follow Him by 
loving yourself and others . . . 
 
And God who is our rock 
 
And Jesus who brought Gods message of your specialness and Gods love and 
restoration for you  
 
And the Holy Spirit who whispers Gods extraordinary message to you  . . . will be with 
you one step at a time. 
 
Amen 


