
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE  

NOVEMBER 1 2020: ALL SAINTS DAY 

 
GATHERING 

As we gather I invite you to light a candle in your home as I light the Christ candle 
here in the church.  

(Light the candle)   

We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World, is in our midst bringing us together even though we are not physically present 
to each other.  
 
SONG:  TIS 474 Gather Us In vv1,2,3,4 
 
Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 



Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 

Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 
But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 
Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone                                      Songwriter: Marty Haugen 

PRAYERS 
 
God of unending love, you gather us into the circle of your love   -  
Young and old,  Rich and poor, Male and female; 
And we give thanks and adore you.  
Your love remains with us through despair and hope; 
through struggle and faith   
through alienation and acceptance   
And we give thanks and worship you.  
 

Today you invite us to gather around your table  
and yet our hearts are sometimes full of wrong things. 
We have failed to obey the call of Jesus to love you 
 with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our minds 
and to love our neighbours as ourselves.  
WE have not loved one another as Christ has loved us.  
We are not fit to gather up the crumbs under your table.  We are sorry. 
 

God of all mercy, give us grace today to make a fresh start. 
AS we hope to be forgiven, teach us how to forgive; 
And lead us forward in a new life 
where neither grudges nor resentment have a part. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and our brother.  Amen.  
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS AND HOPE  
 

The grace and mercy which we see in Jesus Christ the Son of God never comes to 
an end. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:9) 
The good news is that our sins are forgiven. 



BIBLE READING: 1 John 3:1-3  - Kevin Wicks  

 3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

SERMON 

SONG: TiS 491 FATHER WELCOMES   
Refrain:  
Father welcomes all his children  
to his family through his Son. 
Father giving his salvation, 
life forever has been won. 
 

Little children, come to me, 
for my kingdom is of these; 
life and love I have to give, 
mercy for your sin. (Refrain) 
Let us daily die to sin, 
let us daily rise with him — 
walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 
live in the peace of God. (Refrain) 
                                                                                                                     Robin Mann   

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS  - Robyn  

Lord God, as we prepare to celebrate around your table today  
we cannot forget the suffering of the earth. 
 
We cannot take bread 
and forget those who are hungry. 
Your world is one world 
and we are stewards of its nourishment. 
Lord, put our prosperity at the service of the poor. 
 

We cannot take wine 
and forget those who are thirsty. 
Where the earth and its weary people are crying out for relief and  justice. 
put our fullness at the service of the empty. 
 

We cannot hear your words of peace 
and forget the world where there is no peace – 
but violence and intimidation, division and indifference 
We name those places in the silence …… 
Show us quickly, Lord, 



how to turn suspicion and weapons into welcome signs 
and the lust for power and our fear of each other   
into a desire to make peace and  live together in harmony  
 

We cannot forget people whose lives and communities  
have been devastated by natural disaster -  storm, flood, fire  
and by COVID-19 pandemic and other diseases 
We name them in the silence …… 
Lord, comfort your people in their distress  
 

We cannot celebrate the feast of your family 
and forget those who are facing exams at school and university 
or who are over worked  
or seeking work or facing hard decisions  
We cannot forget those who are unwell, grieving, hurting  -   
facing surgery or in trouble of any kind. 
We name them in the silence …….   
Lord, heal your people   
Hold their lives in your strong hands.  
 

On this All Saints Day: we remember those who have come before,  
those known and unknown, 
those imperfect saints who, like us, sought to embody your grace and love, 
those who received and carried tradition, and in turn passed it on to us. 

We give thanks for those  whom we have loved and who have died in the peace of 
Christ and for the promise of eternal rest at home with you.  

Lord in your loving mercy hear our prayers. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

Take your offering in your hands as you pray 

God of generosity and good gifts,   
We bring to you 
bread and wine for our communion  
and our lives and gifts for your kingdom. 
May prayer feed our actions 
and may our actions nourish the world. Amen.   
 
 



INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Here at this table Jesus is the host. 
 

Those who wish to serve Jesus 
must first be served by him, 
And those who want to follow him 
must first be fed by him. 
 

For this is the family table  
where God intends us to be nourished; 
Jesus Christ, our brother  who has sat at our tables, 
now invites us to be guests at his.*     
 
THE STORY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Let’s hear the story of how this sacrament began. 
 
On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, 
he sat at supper with his disciples. 
While they were eating, he took a piece of bread, 
said a blessing, 
broke it and gave it to them with the words, 
“This is my body.  It is broken for you. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 

Later, he took a cup of wine, saying, 
“This cup is God’s new covenant, 
sealed with my blood. 
Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.” 
 

So now, following Jesus’ example and command, 
we take this bread and this wine, 
the ordinary things of the world 
which Christ will make special. 
 

And as Jesus  said a prayer before sharing, 
let us do so too. 
 
PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Gratitude, praise, hearts lifted high, 
voices full and joyful … these you deserve. 
 

For when we were nothing, you made us something. 
When we had no name and no faith and no future, 
you called us your beloved children. 
  
When we lost our way or turned away,  
you did not abandon us. 
You came looking for us   
And brought us home.  



And look, you prepare a table for us 
offering not just bread, not just wine, 
but your very self  
so that we may be filled, forgiven, 
healed, blessed and transformed and made new again. 
You are worth all our praise.* 
 
Today we give thanks  
for the people who have gone before us,  
and are with us even now:  
a great cloud of witnesses who have  
shown us how to be followers of Jesus.  
 

We give thanks for all the saints 
prophets, martyrs and apostles of old  
and for those who walk beside us now.  
For grandparents and parents and god parents,  
For doctors and nurses and teachers 
For coaches and pastors who have encouraged us on our way. 
We give thanks   
for authors of books that have moved us 
For friends whose advice has guided us  
for strangers whose kindness has lifted our spirits 
for our partners in life and  
for our children and the children of others who have given us courage. 
 

We give thanks for all the saints 
those close by and those further away.  
For those who have died and those who are living  
For those who knew they made a difference 
And those who never will. ** 
 

We join our hearts 
with the Church on earth and in heaven 
in praise and thanksgiving for your unending greatness. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ present with us now: 
For us you were born, 
for us you healed, preached, taught 
and showed the way to heaven; 
for us you were crucified, 
and for us, after death, you rose again.* 
And now as we do  what you did in an upstairs room, 
send down your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine 
that they may become for us your body, 
healing, forgiving and making us whole; 
and that we may become your body  
loving and caring in the world so that no one has need.    Amen.*** 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP  
 
The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
Ko e mā 'oku tau pakipakí, ko 'etau ma'u 'inasi ia 'i he sino 'o Kalaisí. 
Children of God, take and eat, the body of Christ broken for you and for me.  
(persons at home take a piece of bread and eat it) 
 

This fruit of the vine pours freely. 
The cup we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
Ko e ipu 'oku tau talí, ko 'etau ma'u 'inasi ia 'i he ta'ata'a 'o Kalaisí. 
Children of God, left us share the cup – th blood of Christ shed for you and for me  
(persons at home take a cup and drink from it)   
 
 
The peace of Christ is here to stay. So let us go from this table in peace 
 
Let’s lift up our voices and sing of the love of God  
 
SONG: THE LOVE OF THE FATHER  
 

 Lift up your voices and lift up your praise 
Join with the heavens declaring the wonders 
Of His faithfulness forever 

Sing of the victory, the hope of the world 
The Saviour has risen, the Spirit has come to 
Bring us into love forever 

REFRAIN: Oh we are the people of God 
With the freedom of hope in our hearts 
How great is the love of the Father 

Lifted from darkness and into the light 
The sons and the daughters are loved at a price  
our God has made us His forever  REFRAIN  



This is the song of the redeemed 
The ransomed and the free 
Given life at such a price 
This is love, this is love 

And when the Father calls us home 
And we see Him on the throne 
Hear the voices sing as one 
This is love, this is love  REFRAIN                    Source:  CityAlight Musixmatch           
                  

 BLESSING 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all ever more 
 

Ko e Kelesi 'a e Eiki ko Sisu Kalaisi,  
mo e 'ofa 'a e 'Otua,  
mo e feohi 'o e Laumalie Ma'oni'oni,  
ke 'iate kitautolu kotoa  pe ia, 'o ta'engata. 'Emeni 
 
 

 
 
 
*adapted from the Liturgy of Holy Communion B A Wee Worship Book-Fourth Incarnation published 
by Wild Goose Publications Iona Community, Unit 16, Six  Harmony Row, Glasgow G51 3B4, 
Scotland. Used with permission of Willow Connection Pty Ltd Manly Vale NSW 
**Maren C. Tirabassi, Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship , The Pilgrim Press pp.128-9 
***Evening Service of Communion, The Iona Community from The  Iona Abbey Worship Book 
published by Wild Goose Publications Iona Community, Unit 16, Six  Harmony Row, Glasgow G51 
3B4, Scotland. Used with permission   
  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 


