
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE 

SEPTEMBER 6 2020  

 

GATHERING WITH GOD  

As we gather I invite you to light a candle in your home as I light the Christ candle 

here in the church. 

(Light the candle)   

We light this candle to remind us that when we gather Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World, is in our midst and the Spirit draws us together even though we are not 
physically present to each other.  
 

PRAYER  
 

Joyful and welcoming God, we greet you this new day. 
As Spring begins we praise you, with the whole creation.  
With all that breathes we worship you.  
God, our heavenly Father, we are safe in your strong love.  
Jesus, Son of God, come close to us that we may come close to you. 
Spirit of life fill us with your energy that we may love and serve one another.  
Thank you for all the good things that have happened this week. 
We are sorry for the mistakes we have made and the people we have hurt. 
Forgive us that we may forgive one another.  
Renew us as we come to share around your table that we may leave in peace.  
Amen.  

  



SONG:  TiS 155 HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 

1. (English and Tamil)  
 
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder  
En, nan ekath tho thudun Kaihal  
Consider all the works Thy Hands has made;  
Mun nat padaithvar vettrai yorunkaal  
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Minveli aaravaram thondra lum  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed  
Undran iramanda shakthi kaan gee rain  
 
REFRAIN (English and Tongan)  
 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
E hiva hoku laumalie ni  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.  
Ho ngeia ‘Eiki, Ho ngeia ‘Eiki  
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee  
E Hiva hoku laumalie ni  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  
Ho ngeia ‘Eiki, Ho ngeia ‘Eiki  
 

2. (English and Tongan)  
 
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,  
I he vaota, mo molumalu ai pe  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.  
Si’i hiva ai, a e manupuna e  
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 
 ‘Ou siofa ‘a e ngaahi mounga na  
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.  
Lea ‘ae vai, moe angi hono ‘ea  
 
REFRAIN  
 

3.  (English & Fijian) 
 
But when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;  
Loloma soli wale nei Tamada  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;  
Solia mai luvena duabau  
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,  
Mai na veigauna ga e Kalivari  
He bled and died to take away my sin.  
Bokoci kina noqu caka ca  
 
REFRAIN   
 



4. (English and Samoan)  
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  
E toe afio mai ma avatu a’u  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 
 I lona aiga I ai ke fiafia 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,  
O’u ifo ai ma ou ta’utino atu  
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!"  
O lo’u atua e silisili ia 
 
REFRAIN  
 
 

  Words: Stuart Wesley Keene Hine 

 

CELEBRATING FATHERS DAY’ 
 

THE STORY OF FATHERS DAY 
 
SONG: TiS 491 FATHER WELCOMES vv1,3 
 
Refrain:  
Father welcomes all his children  
to his family through his Son. 
Father giving his salvation, 
life forever has been won. 
 

Little children, come to me, 
for my kingdom is of these; 
life and love I have to give, 
mercy for your sin. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
Let us daily die to sin, 
let us daily rise with him — 
walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 
live in the peace of God. 
(Refrain) 
                                                                                                                        Robin Mann   

 
A CONVERSATION  WITH VESAI FIFITA & GAVIN GLENN 
 
  



PRAYERS FOR FATHERS 

Being a parent - and for many of us being grandparents - is an amazing adventure 

and responsibility and gift: Let us  pray for fathers and all those wonderful men and 

women who mentor us, finishing with St Paul’s beautiful prayer for our families: 

Heavenly Father, 
you entrusted your Son Jesus, the child of Mary, 
to the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 
Thank you for Gavin and Vesai and all our fathers and father-figures  
who care for us.  

As we pray for fathers we also gather up all men who have "fathered" young people - 
grandfathers and uncles and brothers - and teachers, pastors and coaches in their 
roles as mentors and guides. 

We know that being a father is not easy and so we ask for your blessings for them 
all, giving thanks for their sacrifice and all our special memories.  
We pray for partners and children for whom this day brings grief, hurt and pain and 
ask for forgiveness and healing where it is needed.  
 

We also lift up to you those fathers who are sad today – those who have lost 
children, those who are separated from their children because of work or the 
breakdown of a relationship or simply across international and state borders during 
this COVID-19 pandemic; and we pray for those who are struggling to feed their 
families and those who are refugees on the road taking their families to safe places   
 

Heavenly Father, give all parents strength and wisdom, tenderness and patience; 
support them in the work they have to do, 
and in their protecting and nurturing of those who look to them, 
as we look to you for love and salvation, through Jesus Christ your Son.  Amen.  

adapted https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/fathers-day-prayers 

SONG: COVER ME  

I am Joseph, I’m a dreamer, wondering when they’ll all come true 
I am Pilate, making choices, wash my hands and I’ll be through 
I am Cain I have no brother, I will sacrifice alone 
I am Peter, slowly sinking, but I walked some on my own 

Cover me, cover me, cover me 

I am Adam, all alone here, doesn’t feel like paradise 
I am Jacob, limping onward, but with blessing on my life 
I am Jonah, running quickly, looking for a place to hide 
I am Stephen, with a vision of the heavens opened wide 

Cover me, cover me, cover me 

  

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/fathers-day-prayers


Lord when I stumble, will you cover me? 
When I don’t understand, please cover me 
Oh, in my weakness please cover me 
Cover me 

I am Abram, with a promise, can I bear to watch it die 
I am Judas, bought so cheaply, kissing all that lasts goodbye 
I am Thomas, asking questions, if you show me I’ll believe 
I am Mary, now with child, Jesus grows inside of me 

Cover me, cover me, cover me 
Cover me, cover me, cover me 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     

In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neigbbours, 
for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, our country, and the world: 
  For places torn apart through conflict, injustice, corruption, fear and      
  violence    
  For those who work for justice, freedom and peace and the care of your creation.      
  For all who are in danger, sorrow and any kind of trouble; 
  For those who care for the sick , the friendless and the needy 
 

And we pray for the peace and unity of your Church   
  For all who proclaim the gospel and for all who seek the truth. 
  For the Uniting Church in Australia: 
  for Deidre, President of the National Assembly 
  Simon, our Moderator and Geoff our Chairperson of presbytery, 
  for Laurel our Minister of the Word, Pam our Chairperson and our Church    
  Council and for all who serve God in this congregation.  
 

We bring our own needs today and those for whom we are concerned…. Those who 
are grieving – who are carrying heavy burdens and facing difficult decisions – who 
are sick – who are weary …..  
 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have heard our prayers and you know our 
needs before we ask. … . Hear our prayers and answer as may be best for us. 
Cover us all when we stumble – in our weakness  - Cover us all  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.   
  
                                                     adapted from Prayers of the People 2, Uniting in Worship People’s Book p.190  

 

EPHESIANS 3:14-21 St Paul wrote: 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide 



and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

OFFERING AND SETTING OF THE TABLE 

Take your offering or a symbol of it and place it on your table – along with your bread 

and juice.   

Heavenly Father, giver of every good thing, 
we bring to you  
bread and wine for our communion, 
our lives and gifts for your kingdom 
all for transformation  
through your grace and love  
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 
THE INVITATION  
 

This is the table of the Lord. 
It is made ready for those who love him.  
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little 
You who have been here often and you who have not been for a while, 
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
Come, now not because I invite you - it is our Lord. 
It is his invitation to meet him here.   
 
THE STORY  

It was while Jesus was gathered with his friends at a table  
On the night on which he  as betrayed, 
That while they were eating,  Jesus  took a piece of bread, 
said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the words, 
“This is my body.  It is broken for you. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 



Later, he took a cup of wine, saying, 
“This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood. 
Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.” 
 

So now, following Jesus’ example and command, 
we take this bread and this wine, 
the ordinary things of the world 
which Christ will make special. 
 

And as he said a prayer before sharing, let us do so too.  
 

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING*  
 

Blessed are you, O God, 
for you have brought forth bread from the earth. 
Blessed are you, O God, 
for you have created the fruit of the vine. 
Blessed are you, O God, our heavenly Father     
for you gave us the gift of human love 
shared in family and friendship.  
In the beginning you watered the earth   
that we might have food and drink. 
You gave to your servants Abraham and Sarah    
bread to strengthen their family on their journey 
and wine to make them glad 
You called Moses and Aaron and Miriam  
and their people out of slavery 
and refreshed them with food in the wilderness. 
You gave Mary and Joseph and Jesus  
their daily bread to share 
And here at your table  you offer us bread and wine   
to nourish us as your sons and daughters    
for our journey of our life and faith.      
 

And so with all our sisters and brothers 
before us and beside us  
we praise you with all our hearts.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now,  
as we do here what you did in an upstairs room. 
breathe your Spirit upon us 
and upon this bread and this wine  
that they may be heaven’s food and drink for us: 
Rekindle the gifts and fruits of your Spirit within us in our life together  
so that we may be your people on earth  loving and caring in the world.*  
 

Accept our thanks and praise, good Father 
through Jesus Christ your Son who died for us and was raised to life 
and who through the Holy Spirit lives within us:  
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
  



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP  
 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
Ko e mā 'oku tau pakipakí, ko 'etau ma'u 'inasi ia 'i he sino 'o Kalaisí. 
 

Let us we share the bread, in remembrance of him  
as we take it and eat it.  
(persons at home take a piece of bread and eat it) 
 

This fruit of the vine pours freely. 
The cup we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
Ko e ipu 'oku tau talí, ko 'etau ma'u 'inasi ia 'i he ta'ata'a 'o Kalaisí. 
 

Let us share the cup  
as we take it and drink from it.   
(persons at home take a cup and drink from it)   
 
The peace of Christ is here to stay. 
 
Let’s go from this table in peace.  

 
SONG: THE LOVE OF THE FATHER  
 
Lift up your voices and lift up your praise 
Join with the heavens declaring the wonders 
Of His faithfulness forever 
 
Sing of the victory, the hope of the world 
The Saviour has risen, the Spirit has come to 
Bring us into love forever 
 
REFRAIN: Oh we are the people of God 
With the freedom of hope in our hearts 
How great is the love of the Father 
 
Lifted from darkness and into the light 
The sons and the daughters are loved at a price our 
God has made us His forever 
 
REFRAIN  



 
This is the song of the redeemed 
The ransomed and the free 
Given life at such a price 
This is love, this is love 
 
And when the Father calls us home 
And we see Him on the throne 
Hear the voices sing as one 
This is love, this is love 
 
REFRAIN 
 
                    Source:  CityAlight Musixmatch                            

 BLESSING 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all ever more 
 

Ko e Kelesi 'a e Eiki ko Sisu Kalaisi,  
mo e 'ofa 'a e 'Otua,  
mo e feohi 'o e Laumalie Ma'oni'oni,  
ke 'iate kitautolu kotoa  pe ia, 'o ta'engata. 'Emeni 
 

*Evening Service of Communion, The Iona Community from The  Iona Abbey Worship Book 
published by Wild Goose Publications Iona Community, Unit 16, Six  Harmony Row, Glasgow G51 
3B4, Scotland. Used with permission  
 

 

https://www.musixmatch.com/

