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SERMON: The Call of Moses: The Burning Bush 

BLACKTOWN UNITING CHURCH 27th September, 2020 

Part 2 of a series on the Exodus   

Good morning everyone! 

What a great passage of Scripture we have to inspire and teach us today! 

Moses discovers a bush that is on fire but is not consumed - and on approaching the bush, God 

speaks to Moses and tells him to remove his shoes, for the ground on which he stands is holy - 

Moses stands in the presence of God. …  

… and God gives Moses a mission - free my people! I have seen the oppression of my people, the 

Israelites, descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who was also called Israel; I have heard their 

cries of distress and I am going to do something about it - I am going to rescue them by sending 

you, Moses, to lead them out of their slavery in Egypt to a land flowing with milk and honey, a land 

that is rich and fertile. I am going to fulfil my promise to Abraham. 

 

What does this passage teach us? It is a story which is over 3000 

years old, but in spite of its age, has a fresh message. 

• It teaches us about what God is like, and 

• It is a critical episode in the long story of the Bible, pointing 

ahead to God’s magnificent response to our own cries of pain, 

suffering and need. 

Abraham was born 2000 years before Jesus, and his great grandson, 

Joseph was born 250 years later. Joseph, his father Jacob and all 

their families settled in Egypt to escape a great famine - they were 

esteemed because of Joseph, but 400 years later, in the time of Moses they had become slaves to 

Pharaoh. 

Now you will remember, and this is important, that God had  

• promised Abraham that he would have many descendants,  

• that his descendants would have their own land  

• and of particular importance for us, God promised that “through Abraham’s descendants all 

the nations of the earth would be blessed”.  

At the time of Moses, there were plenty of descendants, but they didn’t possess their own land and 

blessings were definitely in short supply! 

This is the context for today’s passage and explains why this is one of the critical moments in the 

biblical storyline. God was acting on one of his promises to Abraham - land, so the Israelites had to 

get out of Egypt. 

This story helps us to fill in our picture of God, so before we pursue it any further, can I just pause 

and ask you, to ask yourself a question -  

• When you pray, how do you picture God / what is your understanding of the God to whom 

you pray? 
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Some of us have an actual visual, but all of us have a sense of what God is like, as we pray. 

We need to be careful though, because what we believe about God is important -  

A. W. Tozer once said, “the most important thing about us as human beings is what we think about 

God. It determines everything. Therefore, it is pivotal that we understand God correctly. The true 

picture of God is found in the Scriptures, ... We need to be certain that the God we believe in, 

worship, and speak about is real and true. Let’s be sure to delight in the character of God and not in 

a caricature of God”. 

… and as I am sure you are aware, there are plenty of caricatures of God in our culture - an old 

man, sitting on a throne with a long white beard and a big book, recording all the good and all the 

bad things we do - a kind of ledger so that he can see if the good stuff outweighs the bad. I hope 

that isn’t your picture. 

And there is the Oprah Winfrey caricature - She said - I think if you believe in the awe and the 

wonder, and the mystery, then that is what God is. … not the bearded guy in the sky … God is a 

feeling experience, not a believing experience.’ New Age believers such as Eckhart Tolle - believe 

that everything is God, that all people are One, and that we are all God. 

He also imagines that different religions are like ships scattered around an ocean, each pointed in 
exactly the same direction, to God. In this view, there is no unique creator God  -  I AM, every 
picture of God is effectively same regardless of how different they are - Jesus, Allah, Brahma, 
Vishnu. Guru Nanak, local nature gods, etc. 

Who we think God is, matters - … Tozer was spot on - We need to be confident that the God we 

believe in, is real and true. Jesus said God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit 

and in truth. 

Does our passage from Exodus 3 help us out? I think it does. There are two powerful pictures of 

who God is, in this passage.  

The first picture is of the infinite greatness and holiness of God. We have already seen that God 

tells Moses to remove his sandals, because he is in the presence of a holy God.  

God alone is worthy of our worship; God alone is perfect in goodness. We should approach God 

with an attitude of reverence and devotion. 

This attitude is consistent with the way God describes himself. When Moses says - “Who am I to 

appear before Pharaoh? … If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors 

has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ - God replied to Moses, “I am who I am. 

Say this to the people of Israel: I am has sent me to you.”. 

So God describes himself to Moses as I am - the eternal God - God is not just one of the local 

divinities, a tribal idol or even a national god, … we don’t have the power or the right to name God, 

to domesticate God by using a name of our choosing … God names himself - he is the one whose 

existence does not depend on any other - I am -  God was not made or created - he has always 

existed, he doesn’t age, … all power and energy and life in the universe flows from him. As the 

Creator, he exists outside of his creation of time and space - this is a deep mystery.  

Moses asks who am I to tackle the might of Egypt and God responds that it is not about who you 

are Moses, it is about who I am.  
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In Romans 11, Paul writes: 

Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to 

understand his decisions and his ways!  

There is another picture of God in this passage. Twice, God names himself in relation to Moses 

ancestors - in verse 6, God says I am the God of your father — the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob. and in verse 15 “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of 

your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. 

This is my eternal name, my name to remember for all generations. 

In describing himself as the God of your ancestors, God is describing himself as one who is active 

in the affairs of humanity. God is a promise-keeper - in naming himself this way he is confirming his 

intention to keep his promises to Abraham. 

God is a God of relationships, not a distant God … God is interested in us, he hears our cries for 

help. God is merciful and kind, seeking the welfare and restoration of humanity. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were not chosen by God because they were particularly wonderful or 

faithful, but from the moment Adam and Eve turned their back on him, was to rescue all people from 

the shadowlands of sin and rebellion through Abraham’s family. 

… And we now know that the descendant of Abraham through whom God blessed the whole of 

humanity was Jesus. 

So, God is infinite in wisdom and power and he is also merciful and loving, desiring good for 

humanity, a goodness that culminated in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus. 

It is wonderful to see how Jesus fills out our picture of God - In John’s gospel, Chapter 1 we read: 

No one has ever seen God. but the unique One, [Jesus], …He has revealed God to us,  

and in John 14, Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied”. Jesus 

replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone 

who has seen me has seen the Father! 

Jesus is the descendant of Abraham through whom all nations would be blessed, but Jesus was not 

the kind of descendant that Abraham or even Moses would have been expecting, because this 

descendant was God himself.  

On a number of occasions Jesus describes himself, using the I 

AM description - he says: 

- I am the Bread of Life  

- I am the Light of the World  

- I am the Good Shepherd  

- I am the Resurrection and the Life  

- I am the Way and the Truth and the Life   

Jesus deepens and fills in our understanding of who God is  
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In an argument with the Pharisees in John Chapter 8, Jesus said: 

Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was 

glad.” The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen 

Abraham?” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I am!” At 

that point they picked up stones to throw at him. 

Those listening to Jesus knew that he was claiming to be God - the same God who had spoken to 

Moses from the burning bush - this was blasphemy - how could a man make this claim, it was bad 

enough that his followers claimed Messiah status for him but now he is claiming to be the holy and 

eternal God. 

But what he claimed was and is true - God the Son, the eternal I am is Jesus - light of the world, 

bread of life, way and truth and resurrection and life.  

Paul says - Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  … that name is Jesus - I AM 

- and there is hope and salvation in no one else!  

So, when we pray, let us focus on a relational God who is gracious, forgiving and merciful,  

AND let us focus on the I AM greatness and majesty of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Both pictures of God are true. Both pictures are in our Exodus passage. God tells Moses 

that he is the infinite, absolute I AM but also the God of his ancestors, the one who cares 

for and listens to his people and will rescue those who call to him.  

Moses was nervous about the future and we might be too. It is not always easy to be a 

follower of Jesus in 2020, but God calls each of us for a purpose, probably not as history 

changing as Moses, but for a purpose, nevertheless. We are called to worship and love 

God, the great I AM and we are called to worship and love God, the merciful father of our 

ancestors who has blessed us through Abraham’s descendant, Jesus and we are called to 

lives of love and generosity in all of our relationships with those we meet on our journey.  
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