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Trees are wonderful. I love trees and here I have made a discovery. Trees remind me of 
people and they also teach me about my relationship with God. Like us, trees face many 
situations, challenges and struggles. Look at this first picture. I call this a “drought tree”.  
 

 
 
While the terrible drought saw lots of trees wither and die, many did survive. I am amazed 
at their resilience and stamina. It reminds me that in life we often feel parched by the 
dryness and the harshness of life. But, like this tree, we need to be resilient. We need to 
rely on the strength God gives. The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has 
become my salvation; (Exodus 15:2). 
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Now, look at this picture. This tree is all on its own. I call it the “lonely tree”. Life can be 
lonely. We may feel isolated and cut-off from others. We may feel deserted, even unloved. 
Or we may experience grief because those we love have left us in death.  God promises, 
that even though we may feel isolated, abandoned and lonely, Jesus is always with us. “And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20). 
 

 
 

I call this next picture the “snowed-under tree”.  Here the trees are weighed down by a 
heavy snow fall. Sometimes we may feel like this. The demands of life just weigh us down 
and become too heavy to carry. Jesus says: "Come to me, all you that are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28). 
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These trees are bent over by a constant wind. I call them the “windblown trees”. There are 
lots of things in life that blow hard and bend us over. But note, here the trees remain firmly 
rooted in the ground. No matter how hard the wind blows, they will not be moved. Jesus 
calls us to remain strong in faith and firmly grounded in his love, no matter what. “May 
Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded 
in love. (Ephesians 3:17). 
 

 
 

This is a “solitary tree”. It’s all on its own in the middle of a lake. Sometimes we may have 
to be like that. We may need to step aside from the crowd and be different. Jesus said 
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. (Matthew 7:13). 
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Look at these two trees. They are quite odd. I call the first one the “besieged tree”. This is 
because it is surrounded by rock. It’s hard to breath, let alone grow.   
 

The other tree I call the “clinging tree”. See how it clings to the wall of the building as it tries 
to survive?  
 

Many times we may feel besieged by the events of life. Things happen that prevent us from 
doing what we believe is right. They can trip us up and choke us, even preventing us from 
living. Life can, therefore, be suffocating. We can feel restricted, confined and hemmed in. 
Here we feel we cannot be the people God created us to be.  
 

Likewise, we may feel we are constantly clinging to life, just hanging on and getting by, 
being fearful that one day we will fall.  
 

Note that both trees do manage to live and grow, despite their circumstances.   
 

Christian faith assures us there is hope. Just before his arrest and execution, Jesus spoke to 
his disciples about the trials they are to face. Jesus says life is going close in on them and 
they will fear for their lives. However, God will be there. God will be there to sustain them 
through the crisis. “Not a hair of your head will perish” says Jesus for, “by your 
endurance you will gain your live.” (Luke 21:18-19). 
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This tree is taking a bit of a risk. Its growing out of crack on a footpath. Anytime, some-one 
could come along and step right on it! Life can be full of risks and because of this, I call this 
tree the “vulnerable tree”. As followers of Jesus we are called to take risks knowing Jesus’ 
peace is always with us: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled; do not be 
afraid.” (John 14:27). 
 

 
 

Now, this is a strange picture. Do you notice something unusual? There are trees growing 
out the top of chimney stacks! This isn’t supposed to happen. But life is full of surprises. Life 
takes unexpected twists and turns. I call these trees “unconventional trees”. The Christian 
life often calls us to be unconventional, eg. When Jesus says: “Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5: 44).    
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This is my favourite picture. Someone put an old piano on top of a budding tree to stop it 
growing. But what happened? The tree defied the heavy piano and just kept growing. It 
didn’t give up! I call this the “blockaded tree”. Many times things are put in our way as we 
try to live good and faithful lives. It’s easy just to give up. But this is not what Jesus did. 
Jesus doesn’t want us to give up either.  Just before his arrest Jesus paused in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and earnestly prayed that he would not have to go through what was before 
him - as he said “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me”. But Jesus 
presses ahead: “yet not what I want but what you want” (Matthew 26:39). Looming 
death was blockading Jesus’ life. But he overcame it.  Life overcomes death! 
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These trees were burnt very badly by the bushfires that swept through the Australian 
countryside last summer. I call them “scorched trees”. So many beautiful forests were 
blackened as the flames consumed everything in their path. Again, life can be like this. We 
can be burnt up and consumed by the demands that are placed upon us. But, as you can 
see, these trees are beginning to bloom again. They are declaring signs of new life. Jesus 
promises us life beyond the bushfire crisis. Even though we are scorched and burnt by the 
things of this life, Jesus offers new life and a living hope. “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die.” (John 11:25-26). 
 

 
PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, Thank you for your unfailing love, for your blessings and 
your goodness. Thank you for your faithfulness to guide us and see us 
through those times of uncertainty. Thank you for lifting us up and setting 
us on high. Thank you for Jesus who, through his death and resurrection, 
gifts us with new life, with new possibilities and with a living hope. Thank 
you for standing by us in times of worry and fear. And thank you for assuring 
us that our help comes from you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Remember………………………… 

 
“Drought trees” –   God gives us strength – Jesus is “Living water”. 
 
“Lonely tree” –   Jesus promises to be always with us. 
 
“Snowed-under tree” –  Jesus helps us carry those burdens and he gives us rest.  
 
“Windblown trees” –  Be grounded in the love of Jesus and you won’t be blown    
                                                away. 
 
“Solitary trees” –    Jesus’ way of life means we don’t follow the crowd. 
 
“Besieged trees” –  Endure and God will see you through. 
 
“Clinging tree” –   Do not fear. God always has you in his sights. 
 
“Vulnerable tree” –  Jesus gives us peace in the midst of life’s risks.  
 
“Unconventional trees” – Followers of Jesus do not always abide with the status-quo 
 
“Blockaded trees” –  Never give up. Remember Jesus overcame the greatest of  
                                                odds. 
 
“Scorched trees” –  Life can scorch and burn you up. Jesus gifts us with new life 

and a living hope.  

 

 
 


