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Worship with a Difference 
Sunday 17th January 2021 

 
WELCOME 
 
Welcome to worship here at Blacktown Uniting Church today. My name is Wendy de 
Vroom and I am one of the local preachers. Helping me today are Peter and Erin de 
Vroom. Peter de Vroom and Gavin Glenn will be providing the music and managing 
the technology to produce our service. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE 
 
As we light the Christ candle in the church, you are invited to light a candle in your 
home.  
 
When Jesus spoke (again) to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk-in darkness but will have the light of life.” 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP - Psalm 139: 1 – 6, 13 - 18 
 
For the director of music. A Psalm of David 
1 You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
    you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue 
    you, Lord, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, 
    and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
    too lofty for me to attain. 
 

13 For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you 
    when I was made in the secret place, 
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
    before one of them came to be. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, God! 
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    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 Were I to count them, 
    they would outnumber the grains of sand— 
    when I awake, I am still with you 
 
HYMN TIS. 693: Come As you Are 
 
Come as you are, that's how I want 
you. 
Come as you are, feel quite at home. 
Close to my heart, loved and forgiven; 
come as you are, why stand alone? 
 
No need to fear, love sets no limits. 
No need to fear, love never ends. 
Don't run away shamed and 
disheartened. 
Rest in my love, trust me again. 
 
 

I came to call sinners, not just the 
virtuous. 
I came to bring peace, not to condemn. 
Each time you fail to live by my 
promise, 
why do you think I'd love you the less? 
 
Come as you are, that's how I love 
you. 
Come as you are, trust me again. 
Nothing can change the love that I 
bear you. 
All will be well, just come as you are. 
 
Copyright Deidre Browne 

 
PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND PRAISE 
 

Almighty and Awesome God,  

We lift our voices and raise our hands to you in praise, the heavens and earth 
declare your glory. Each day our eyes are greeted with an amazing and beautiful 
palette of colours, 

Each day our ears are stirred by the orchestra of sounds that fill our homes. 

Each day, a myriad of smells and textures caress our being.  

All of these things you have given us in your glorious creation. 

We marvel at the power of the thunderstorm, the booming thunder and the flashing 
lightening, 

The power of roaring winds and crashing waves.  

The delight of gentle rain or a cool breeze. 

We rejoice at the babbling of a baby and the softness of their skin. 

We stand humbled by the energy of the sun, the consistency of the laws of nature, 
the beating of our own heart. 

Lord God we praise you for the people that you created to stand with us on a daily 
basis, our family and our friends. We praise you for the heart of justice you placed 
within each person. For the capacity to show mercy and the desire to live graciously. 
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Thank you for Jesus your Son, our Saviour. Who showed us what you are like. Who 
became your wisdom, peace, grace and love on earth for us. 

Gracious Heavenly Father we come to you too with our head lowered as we ask 
your forgiveness. For even though you have given us everything we need to love 
you and live a life that pleases you, we still too often choose to go our own way. 
Rejecting your love and wanting only to please ourselves. 

Father God we ask forgiveness for our angry and hurtful words, our selfish choices, 
our lack of compassion. We have not shown mercy and forgiveness to others and 
too often we stand on the street corner shouting our self-righteousness. 

We have failed to work for justice and peace in our world, or to give generously to 
those in need. We have failed to uphold your church and your people in our prayers. 

Please forgive us Lord. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS AND HOPE  
 
The grace and mercy which we see in Jesus Christ the Son of God never comes to 
an end. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:9) The good news is that our sins are 
forgiven. 
 
GOSPEL READING - John 1: 35 – 51 – Erin de Vroom 
 
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus 
 
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw 
Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, 
Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It 
was about four in the afternoon. 
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said 
and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother 
Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he 
brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be 
called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter[g]). 
 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to 
him, “Follow me.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26087g
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44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and 
about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of 
Israel.” 
50 Jesus said, “You believe[h] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will 
see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you,[i] you[j] will see 
‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’[k] the Son of 
Man.” 
 
REFLECTION: “God knows the real you and wants you to follow him” 
 
SONG: Who Am I - Casting Crowns 
 
Who am I, that the Lord of all the earth 
Would care to know my name 
Would care to feel my hurt 
Who am I, that the Bright and Morning 
Star 
Would choose to light the way 
For my ever wandering heart 
 
Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
 
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean 
Vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am 
I am Yours, I am Yours 
 

Who am I, that the eyes that see my 
sin 
Would look on me with love and watch 
me rise again 
Who am I, that the voice that calmed 
the sea 
Would call out through the rain 
And calm the storm in me 
 
Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
 
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean 
Vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am 
I am Yours 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26095h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26096i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26096j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26096k
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Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
 
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean 
Vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 

Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am 
I am Yours 
 
Mark Hall 
© 2003 Be Essential Songs (Admin. by 
Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
My Refuge Music (Admin. by SHOUT! 
Music Publishing Australia) 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We pray for our sisters and brothers in other countries, strengthen and comfort them 
in difficult and challenging times. Equip and empower them to be salt and light in 
their communities. 

We pray for all people experiencing troubles, particularly those countries with very 
high rates of COVID 19 infections. We ask that you would give administrators 
wisdom in their decision making and health workers protection and safety as they 
carry out their roles. We pray for healing and recovery for those infected and Lord fill 
communities with a desire to have care and compassion for each other. 

Lord we pray for people in countries where there is conflict and corruption. We ask 
Father for your intervention to end the wickedness and give protection to the 
oppressed and powerless. 

Almighty God, enable and equip all those who speak your life-giving Word into dark 
places. Give them courage and discernment. Go ahead of them to make the way 
and provide opportunities. 

In our own country we thank you for our safe and peaceful environment. We thank 
you for stable government and community cohesion. Father we pray for continued 
peace and health in the midst of this pandemic. We ask that you continue to remind 
us that love and care for our neighbours is of the utmost importance. 

We pray for energy and wisdom for all our governing officials and administrators. 
Thank you for our doctors, nurses, health workers and medical teams. 

Heavenly Father we know that there are many needs beyond COVID 19 and its 
allied issues. We pray for those in our own community who are sick and awaiting 
surgery. We pray for employment opportunities for those without work. We pray for 
comfort for those who find themselves isolated from family and friends and for 
companionship for those who are lonely.  

Help us Father to see the opportunities you give us to be your hands and feet to 
those in need here in Blacktown and elsewhere.  

Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER 
 
By the goodness of God, we are called into the family of the church. By God’s grace, 
we rejoice to share in the church’s life of mission and ministry. Let us hold our tithes 
and gifts to God as a token of the offering of our very lives. 
 O God, through the offering of these gifts, may we become a more open people— 
open to hearing your word and wisdom, open-hearted in healing a broken world, 
open-handed in kindness and caring for others. With thanks for all good gifts, we 
present these gifts together with the whole of ourselves. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

Rest in the assurance that God knows the real you; that He knows you in your inner 
most being and loves you still. 

May you hear the call of God to you when He says, ‘follow me’. 

Sing and dance with delight and joy that your true identity is found in Christ,  

the One who created you, the One who knows you and loves you and calls you to 
himself. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
SONG: The Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you 
And keep you 
Make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you 
The Lord turn His 
Face toward you 
And give you peace 
 
Amen, amen, amen 
Amen, amen, amen 
 

The Lord bless you 
And keep you 
Make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you 
The Lord turn His 
Face toward you 
And give you peace 
 
Amen, amen, amen (we sing, we sing) 
Amen, amen, amen 
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May His favor be upon you 
And a thousand generations 
And your family and your children 
And their children, and their children 
May His favor be upon you 
And a thousand generations 
And your family and your children 
And their children, and their children 
 
May His presence go before you 
And behind you, and beside you 
All around you, and within you 
He is with you, He is with you 
 
In the morning, in the evening 
In your coming, and your going 
In your weeping, and rejoicing 
He is for you, He is for you 
He is for you, He is for you 
He is for you, He is for you 
He is for you, He is for you (I know, I 
know) 
 

Amen, amen, amen 
Amen, amen, amen 
 
May His presence go before you 
And behind you, and beside you 
All around you, and within you 
He is with you, He is with you 
 
In the morning, in the evening 
In your coming, and your going 
In your weeping, and rejoicing 
He is for you 
 
© 2020 Music by Elevation Worship 
Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music 
Publishing LLC) 
Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by 
SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 
Kari Jobe Carnes Music (Admin. by 
SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 
Worship Together Music (Admin. by 
SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 
Writer's Roof Publishing (Admin. by 
SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 


