
WORSHIP AT BLACKTOWN 18 OCT 2020

9.00am

WORSHIP LEADER: Kathy Whittam

PREACHER: Rev Laurel Barr

You are invited to light a candle in your home as the Christ Candle is lit in the church 
reminding us that Christ, the Light of the World, is in our midst

CALL TO WORSHIP   

“Make yourselves holy for the Lord.
Tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”    (Joshua 3:5)
Let us make ourselves holy today before the Lord and turn our eyes towards Him. 

As some of us begin to regather in the church building, and others continue to worship at 
home, may I encourage you to continue to embrace creative ways to worship, with Music 
while we are restricted from singing. The Bible calls us to make a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
and if you are worshiping at home you can sing to your hearts desire. However, at this time 
due to the Covid pandemic, for those of us gathering together, we must also adhere to the 
health regulations issued to protect each other. So what other ways can we worship 
alongside music? 

Clap: You have a God given musically instrument permanently attached to the end of your 
arms. Try using them to make a joyful noise. You could also use your body to perform 
actions to the words of songs, or perhaps you have a musical instrument that’s been longing 
for you to play it in an act of worship to our God.
Reflect: Contemplate the lyrics as you sing the words in your head.
Pray: Turn the words you hear/read into a prayer, or to prompt ideas for prayer.
Absorb: Let the music & words wash over you, healing you or responding in other ways as 
God leads.

SONG: BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD  
Be still and know that I am God, (#X
I am the Lord that healeth thee (3X)
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust, (3X)
                                                                                  Lyrics author unknown, based on Psalm 46

 



PRAYER OF ADORATION/CONFESSION- A Visual prayer by Kathy  

My heart was overflowing with joy during the school holidays as I experienced for myself 1st 
hand answered prayers. Not just answer to my prayers, but to the multiple, ongoing prayers 
of many, including many of you in our congregation here in Blacktown. I was inspired to 
share those results with you in corporate prayer today as we approach God with our prayers 
of Adoration and confession.

 Loving Creative and Generous God, 

You know our land and our hearts have been parched over recent years. We have poured 
out prayers that you might send refreshment and replenishment to our nation and our land. 
Ever faithful God we come before you today with grateful hearts to say Thank-you for your 
provision of plentiful, drought breaking rain in so many parts of the country. 

  

Dams & souls recently bone dry & cracking 

have been replaced by fresh water filled to the brim



 

Some even to the point of overflowing

 

Creeks that had ceased to support life have begun to flow again

 

Puddles on tracks replace dusty footprints and bring smiles to faces of farmers 

 



Leaving Muddy Tyres in their wake

 

Water tanks that were empty are full as Summer approaches

  

Along with the rain has come new growth and a renewed sense of hope

 

Feed covers recently parched paddocks



Dew drops a delicate reminder of the presence of moisture missed for many years

 

Grains and seeds to feed and sustain have emerged from the earth

 

Fodder can be cut and stored in preparation for the cooler months

  



New life emerges 

   

Stock looks healthy and can sustain nurturing the next generation

     

  

Fruit trees burst into blossom hinting to the abundant variety of tasty delights to come



 

Thank-you for the delight and wonder in nurturing vulnerable creatures

Thank you that maintaining our physical distance has helped protect rural people and their 
limited health systems.

Thank you for family and friends who help with those tasks that are easier with assistance



 

And machinery that helps make tasks easier (or more fun)

Thank you for companions to share the joy of standing in the rain!

 

Thank you that when we are tired and worn out, that we can rest in your love,



 

For Sunsets that signal the end of the working day 

 

And dusk that reminds us the importance of rest.

Provider God, we have so much to be thankful for, especially for answering our prayers for 
rain and the renewal and refreshment that rain has brought to the land and the people who 
reside there. May you continue to show our rural cousins Your love as they continue to 
recover from the drought.

While there’s so many things to be grateful for, we so often doubt your power and provision, 
we think we must strive and trust in our own ability or need for control. We fail to rest 
sufficiently, muddle our priorities and bring to you a list of requests without always taking 
time to listen to you speaking to us. There are times we sit idle, watching while others are 
getting tired and weary doing all the hard work. We indulge critical thoughts and words rather 
than proactive and encouraging ones. Each of us fall short of your expectations for us. Yet 
because of your deep love for us, you sent Jesus as a sacrifice for our wrongdoing. Because 
of this generous gift to us, we can enjoy relationship with you and when we confess our 
wrongdoings you forgive us and restore our relationship. Another thing to be thankful for!

Amen

CHILDREN’S TIME    

BIBLE READING: JOSHUA 3:7-17   

7 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they 
may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the 
covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’”



9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your 
God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly 
drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and 
Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan 
ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each 
tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all the 
earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a 
heap.”

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as 
soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the 
water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great 
distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing 
down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the people 
crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel 
passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.

MESSAGE: LAUREL
Re-gathering and New Beginnings - God is with us   

SONG: BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS 

Be strong and courageous
The Lord of the Ages
Holds all His little ones safe by His side
Be strong and courageous
The Lord of the Ages
Holds all His little ones safe

Do not fear the fire   Do not fear the waters
Do not fear the thunder  Jesus has conquered them all

Be strong and courageous
The Lord of the Ages
Holds all His little ones safe by His side
Be strong and courageous
The Lord of the Ages
Holds all His little ones safe

Do not fear the darkness (Do not fear the darkness)
Do not fear the sadness (Do not fear the sadness)
Do not fear the sickness (Do not fear the sickness)
Jesus has conquered them all

Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters: Colin Keith Robert Buchanan

Be Strong and Courageous lyrics © Universal Music Publishing Pty. Ltd.
 
 PRAYERS FOR OTHERS: KATH 



Lord God, 

We come to you with our prayers for ourselves and others.  

There are so many needs in our world, we ask that your will might be done through the 
faithful service of those who love you. God we pray for International, National and State 
leaders as they lead their constituents, especially through the complications and uncertainty 
of a medical pandemic and associated financial implications. Lord, may they seek to benefit 
the needs of the people they serve with honesty and integrity. Give them wisdom as they 
make difficult decisions. Lord, comfort those who are unwell, or who are grieving the loss of 
loved ones at this time.

We pray for teachers and students who have returned to school and Uni recently. Give them 
energy to teach and learn well for the remainder of the academic year and use their gifting to 
show your love to others. We also pray for HSC students beginning their exams this week 
after a disrupted year. 

Lord please continue to encourage our farmers & country folk for those still in the midst of 
crisis and those recovering from recent harsh conditions. May they feel your presence and 
also feel the support of people across the country. We pray especially for Rural churches 
who do so much to support people in the country, often with limited resources. We pray for 
wisdom for them and provision of their needs to fulfil your vision in their communities. Lord, 
we ask also that you might bless the efforts of Frontier Services, part of the Uniting Church, 
in their work with remote people and communities throughout Australia who live in isolation.  
Help them to prioritise and meet their current challenges.

Generous God, we ask for continued wisdom for Rev. Simon Hansford as he leads the 
Uniting Church across NSW & ACT. Closer to home, we pray for our church leaders, for 
Laurel and John, for our Church Council and our group leaders that they might follow your 
lead as we embark on different ways of being church. We pray for members of our church 
community as they do their part in sharing the love of Jesus with those they connect with. 
May they keep their eyes fixed on you and show the same compassion Jesus demonstrated. 
Help our church effectively connect with and demonstrate love to those who are feeling 
isolated, who are missing family, grieving, unemployed, and those looking for answers to 
life’s difficult questions and uncertainty. 

Finally, Lord, we pray for ourselves. Bring us closer to you, help us to find strength and 
courage to face each day confident that you will be with us and guide us. Encourage us to 
step out faithfully into the unknow and sometimes scary situations we are confronted with, 
keep our eyes on you and help us to speak and act with wisdom.

In the precious name of Jesus we ask these things Amen.



OFFERING  
(people are invited to take out their offerings and hold them)

Creator God, 

Thank-you that you have shown our ancestors promises fulfilled through provision and 
protection. Thank-you, that you have blessed us and provided for our needs. Lord, as we 
bring our financial and non-financial gifts to you today, we pray that we might be reminded of 
your promise to provide for your people. Lord turn our eyes to you and lead us to identify 
with wisdom how you would have us use these gifts to serve you within our sphere of 
influence.

SONG: TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS 
O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look at the Saviour,
And life more abundant and free 

Refrain: Turn your eyes upon Jesus
               Look full in his wonderful face,
               And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
               In the light of his glory and grace.
Thro’ death into life everlasting
He passed , and we follow Him there;
O’er us sin no more hath dominion
For more that conqu’rors we are!

His Word shall not fail you- He promised;
Believe Him, and all will be well:
Then go to a world that is dying,
His perfect salvation to tell!                                                           Helen Howarth Lemmel

SENDING OUT/BLESSING  

Just as Joshua and the Israelites fixed their eyes upon the Ark of God’s presence among 
them and crossed safely into a new land and a new beginning, go from here fixing your eyes 



upon Jesus. As you do, see how the rivers of impossibility dry up, opening the way for God 
to transform our lives, our Church and our community..

St Peter said: You are …a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people in order to 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
(1Peter 2:9)  

These are anxious times but may God give us the courage to step out into the unknown 
sharing the good news as we walk alongside people  that we are not alone. God is with us.  
God will not let us down. 

The blessing of almighty God, 
who walked with Moses, Miriam and  Joshua,
the blessing of God who came among us in Jesus Christ  
and the blessing of God whose Spirit  lives within us  
be with you now and always . Amen.  


