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PENTECOST SUNDAY-Reflection 
 

Wax and wicks . . .  

 
 
 
Anniversaries. Anniversaries are a special day when we remember, celebrate 
and are thankful. Sometimes they can also be sad reminders.  
Today is called Pentecost Sunday. It is an anniversary of something special that, 
although it happened a long time ago, has had an impact on our world every day 
since and will continue to have an impact on our world every day to come!  
That makes it very special, in fact life changing and worth remembering and 
celebrating!  
 So we are going to honour this anniversary and the creator of this anniversary 
by doing just that today…stopping, remembering and being thankful . . . together. 
 

Some background: The word Pentecost means ‘fiftieth’. The Jews named this festival 

day Pentecost as it was the fiftieth day after the Passover festival. It was also called 

the Feast of First Fruits or the Festival of Weeks .  . .  seven weeks of seven days after 

Passover. I love the sound of this Festival – especially being a market gardeners 

daughter! The farmers would tie a reed around the first fruits that appeared and then 

pick these first fruits of wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates olives and dates, 

place them in a decorated cart and head to Jerusalem with thanksgiving. Then the 

story of God’s goodness in freeing them from Slavery and sustaining them through 

harvests would be retold.  

It was the duty of the Jews to attend this Pentecost festival so a huge crowd of 
people, thousands from the known world, gathered together in Jerusalem. 
 
Just before Jesus left to return to heaven he told the disciples to stay in Jerusalem 
and wait. He told them that God would send a helper and so they waited. I’m not 
sure they knew exactly what Jesus meant by ‘power’ and ‘Holy Spirit’. Waiting 
and not knowing is not easy! I have waited at different times with my 
grandchildren and encouraged them never to use the ‘B’ word (‘B’ for bored!!!) 
and instead to find things to look at, think about, sing, create, and pray . . . while 
they wait.  I know they have taken this on board as sometimes one will say ‘Oh 
Grandma she said the ‘B’ word! We have also been learning to wait during the 

WAX	AND	WICKS	

Lord,	I	am	but	dull	wax	and	dry	wick	
but	you	can	light	my	flame!	
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Corona virus Lockdowns, limitations and unknowns. May God bless you with 
Creative Waitings!  
Back to the Disciples. Yes, they waited, they obeyed. They followed Jesus 
guidelines, so they stayed in Jerusalem, So the very first Pentecost Festival after 
Jesus was raised from the dead is recorded in our Bible reading in Acts today.  
And the disciples were still there in Jerusalem  . . . waiting.  
 
While they were together and waiting, obeying Jesus, we are told that suddenly 
they heard a sound like a violent wind coming from heaven and it filled the 
whole house and like tongues of fire settled on each one. Perhaps they looked 
like Human Candles with the flame on top?? Amazing!  Wind and Fire! 
 
All the way through HIStory, God uses symbols to help people connect, 
understand deeper meanings and implications. We use symbols too e.g. a heart 
shape to represent love, a giant M to represent Macca’s food. On that first ‘after 
resurrection’ Pentecost day God used Wind and fire to change their and our lives. 
Wind and Fire are used throughout God’s story of connecting and being known 
by humans. 
 
These are a few examples of how Wind and fire were used by God.  
Wind: God used wind to blow the Red Sea apart so the Israelites could escape to 
freedom. 
Genesis 8:1 God remembered Noah and God caused a wind to pass over the earth 
and the floodwaters subsided.  
 
Fire: Ex3: 2-6 God spoke from within the flames of an unquenched fire in a bush 
to get Moses attention and enlist Moses to help free the Israelites from slavery. 
Ex 19:118  Mt Sinai was covered in smoke because the Lord descended on it in 
fire. God led the Israelites by night with a pillar of fire to give them light on the 
way they were to take. Nehemiah 9:19.  
Luke 3: 16 John answered them all: ’I baptise with water but the one who will 
come (Jesus) is more powerful than I. He will come baptising with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 
 
Special symbols of God’s power, presence and care are fire and wind. So when 
the ‘like wind’ and tongues like fire came and settled on the followers of Jesus 
they were filled with the Holy Spirit. On that Pentecost day they began to speak 
in languages that weren’t their own. The crowds heard them speaking in 
different languages from countries from the known world. The crowds heard and 
were shocked and confused. Some exclaimed: ”Aren’t they Galileans “ (who were 
considered not scholarly) or maybe drunk – they were trying to find an 
explanation for something miraculous.  
 
What did they hear in their own language? They heard them declaring the 
wonders of God. This gave Peter a large audience so he could tell them the story 
of Jesus and his saving power. 3000 people from many different countries 
/cultures believed that day! This chapter in Acts takes away any doubt that God 
is absolutely inclusive – every person from every country is loved by God and 
God wants every one to know about this love and have it spread.    
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It can be easy with Pentecost to just think its about power or supernatural power 
or that its just about inclusiveness but its about power and inclusiveness found 
in the sermon Peter then preaches. It’s about pointing all of humanity towards 
Gods gift of the restoration that can only be found in Jesus. One of the many 
beautiful things about Blacktown Uniting Church is that we have people here 
from many different nations –a living manifestation of what happened 2000 
years ago on that Pentecost day. We also note the last words from our Bible 
reading: ‘everyone who calls on the name of the lord will be saved.’ Wonderful 
words for us!!!!! 
 
The Holy Spirit came to be in and with, to be our encourager, our prompter, our 
guide.  . . God with us.  . . God with you!!  When ever you think to do something 
kind or good remember that is the prompt of the Hoy Spirit and be thankful. 
  
 
So Wax and Wicks- the disciples waiting that day were like Wax and Wicks . . . 
something or someone was missing. The Holy Spirit lit their flame, they were 
now complete and the good news of Jesus was spread. Without God’s Holy Spirit 
with us we miss the fullness of who we are designed to be  . . . not just Wax and 
Wicks but a fully shining candle, shining Gods love light to the world around us. 
Shining the light of Jesus in this world. 
 
Traditionally, each service, I have given out a symbol to help remind us of the 
Bible reading or the core of the service. In this season that’s not practically 
possible so today the symbol is a flame. Hopefully you have matches. I encourage 
you to light a candle during the week, take time to watch the flame and be 
reminded of the Holy Spirit’s guiding, loving light with you. 

Symbols. Here is a picture of candles of many different sizes, shapes and colours that 

are in our church today. They represent different peoples of our church, of our Planet 

Earth. 
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They are Wax and Wicks…. but incomplete, they are waiting for completion that is 

the flame. (during the service we will light all these candles) This is a powerful 

reminder of the difference the Holy Spirit can make  in our lives. 

Hear the words of St Frances of Assisi: ‘There is not enough darkness in the 
whole world to stop the light of one small candle. ‘  
 
And the words from Psalm18: 28: 
You, oh God will light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.’ 
 
Let your light shine!  Amen 

Pam Neale-Justins 

31st May 2020 


