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Everyone has a gift – have you opened yours yet??  

I love gifts – both giving and receiving. It’s wonderful when a gift matches. I 
remember the gifts my Mum gave me when I turned 40 and they were a 
wonderful match. A red cordless drill and a shiny ladder (I love red, I love 
using a drill and the kind of ladder certainly helped me clean my gutters . . .a 
great match! Last year for my 70th birthday my colleagues at work surprised 
me with this gift – a new cordless drill for smaller job     . . . another lovely 
match for me – maybe not for you! 

Some of you reading or watching might be surprised to know that you have an 
unwrapped gift waiting to be opened, it has your name on it and although its 
not booby trapped, no one else can actually open it…. It’s also priceless! 
Others of you have unwrapped yours already and are enjoying and using it.   

Before we focus on these special gifts we need to check out who gives the 
best gifts, who receives them, what are the gifts and what are they for. The 
answers to these questions are found in our Bible readings for today from the 
book of Romans. Chapter 12. Please join me as we wander through these 
verses.  . . a gift from God through the Apostle Paul to us today.    

Romans chapter 12 begins with ‘Therefore’. This word tells us that what’s 
coming is a response to what’s gone before. 
 

The previous chapter ends with these wonderful words: 
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Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
 and his paths beyond tracing out! 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
 “Who has ever given to God, 
 that God should repay them?” 
For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen.’  
 

These are wonderful words that introduce us to aspects of who God is . . . 
God is the giver of the special gifts Paul tells about in Chapter 12. 
 

And then Paul says: Therefore, I urge you brothers and sisters, in view of 
Gods mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice … this is true (spiritual) 
worship  
 

What is the ‘mercy’ that Paul refers to?  
 

Some of the mercies are: Freedom from death (5:12-21), Freedom from sin 
(6:1-23), The gift of the Spirit (8:1-17), God's plan to make us more and more 
like Jesus (8:29), and God's faithfulness to keep promises, (11:25-29). This is 
a wonderful list of Gods gifts to us (mercies) to receive and then respond. 
I have heard many people say they have a deep desire to respond to God’s 
mercy, to offer ‘true worship they but don’t know how  . . . it seems 
unattainable.  
 

Verse2 from the Message translation of Pauls words describes to us what and 
how true worship is . . . ‘So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: 
Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and 
walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what 
God does for you is the best thing you can do for him’ . . . this is true worship . 
. . .a natural response to Gods gift of mercy . . . and something you can do. 
  
If we are going to offer ourselves to God we need to know what we are 
offering . . .. Romans tells us to have a sane estimate of ourselves.This is 
foundational for recognizing and understanding our gift match…. 
A sane estimate is about having healthy self-esteem. It is unhealthy when it’s 
too high or too low. When esteem is too high you are likely to be 
overconfident and overestimate your abilities, attributes, and skills. People 
who have too much self-esteem may feel entitled and so self-absorbed that 
they lose sight of others (this can be linked to some Domestic violence 
situations with the abuse of power and control).  . .  and also lose sight of 
God. 
 

Esteem that is too low can create anxiety, stress, loneliness, and increased 
likelihood of depression. This makes it difficult to accept the gifts from God. 
Fortunately God has given skills and gifts to some people (ministers and 
counsellors and others) to help us develop our esteem. 
You can’t enjoy healthy self-esteem if you don’t value and embrace all parts of 
yourself, including the injured child inside. 
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And then Paul says ‘be transformed by the renewing of your mind’ 

The word transformed is referring to growth at the core of our being. If we 
conform to the negative aspects of our culture we are at risk of attempting to 
succeed at the expense of those who are vulnerable, racism, nationalism, 
forces that teach that our tribe is good and other tribes are bad. God’s 
transformation helps us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus example of living and 
relating. 

Offering is of all of self – the verse in Matthew 22 verse 37 doesn’t say ‘think 
the Lord your God with all your mind – but Love (responsive /relational) the 
Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and body. That’s all of 
self. 

What are some of the gifts that God gives?  

Lets talk about the BEST gift first!  From the Bible: 
 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 English Standard Version 
For God so loved the world that God gave his only son (Jesus). through 
Jesus we will not perish but have everlasting life John3:16 
 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and 
only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by 
believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. The Message16-18  

 
But God’s gift is real life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus. Romans 6:23 
 

The best gift is Jesus! 

Paul mentions seven specific gifts for Jesus followers in these verses—
prophecy, ministry (or service), teaching, exhortation (or encouragement), 
giving, leadership, and compassion (or showing mercy). There are others as 
well, such as hospitality, administration, helps.  I love this one –helps- it covers 
many areas of caring and service. I notice some of these in our community: 
mowing, vacuuming the church, printing newsletters, gardening, smiling to help 
someone feel welcome, videoing a service, playing music, praying ,Brigade 
work, Paddle. Splash and Dive, making cups of tea and so on. 

So Paul teaches us that whatever the gift you are given (and you have one!)– 
use it well. Each one should use whatever gift they have received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. (1 Pet. 4:10)  

If you are not sure what gift you have been given there are Spiritual Gift 
checklists available– helps to identify your gift if you haven’t already. Often 
others see the gift in you before you notice it and so it’s helpful to share time 
together to be able to affirm this in others. Another reason that being in 
community is important. 

Who are the gifts for?? God’s gifts are for everyone. . and this means you! 



 4 

The gifts fit together to form a healthy community similar to the way parts of a 
body work together. Paul tells us that the body we’re talking about is Christ’s 
body of chosen people. Each of us finds our true meaning and function as a 
part of His body. It takes a village! But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe 
we wouldn’t amount to much, would we?’  

So much of this has been difficult during the isolation of this Coronavirus 
season. Paul is clear we are meant to gather, live in community as Gods 
body. It’s difficult to use some of your gifts for the church when we are 
isolated. I’d like to encourage you to find other ways to express them in this 
season. Some have used sewing to make masks; others are making meals 
for others or driving others to doctor’s appointments, all covid safe 
expressions. Others are praying more or giving more, phoning more, sending 
more cards. This is creative waiting. 
 

And we at Blacktown Uniting are Covid Response ready and ready to 
regather as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 
A quote from our Basis of Union:  ’ The Church’s call . . .to be a fellowship of 
reconciliation, a body within which the diverse gifts of its members are used 
for the building up of the whole, an instrument through which Christ may work 
and bear witness to Himself…’ I am the church you are the church we are the 
church together. 
 

It’s a wonderful thing when we realise we, you, are the body of Christ here on 
earth- so many different parts to make up the whole, all necessary and 
valued, a team that joins with others. So if you are missing the body doesn’t 
function fully- no matter what your gift is. 
  
So everyone, specifically YOU have been given a gift –from God, matching 
that you are. Your gift is to be used as a blessing to the church and the world. 
Your gift is important. 
 

Have you opened yours??? 
 

In front of me is a visual representation of the core of what we have talked 
about today . . . through a variety of gift bags. There are many shapes, sizes 
(sometimes the loveliest gifts come in the smallest packages!) and colours. 
Their differences represent all people – inclusive of gender, race, education, 
body shape, intellect . . . The gifts inside are all different too. 
 

God loves each ones difference and each one has a corresponding gift. 
 

The greatest gift?  Yes, Jesus is the greatest gift and because of Jesus love 
for you, you have been given a gift and YOU are a gift! 
 

Have you opened yours yet? 
 
Pam Neal-Justins                                                                    August 30 2020 


