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CALL TO WORSHIP 

We gather in spirit, though we are separated, we are all part of God’s people.  Know 
that as you spend time in this reflection, others are also sharing the same space.  
God hears us all.  God knows our thoughts and needs and will lead us to a greater 
knowledge of His love, grace and mercy. Praise God! 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle – for those of you continuing to join us for worship from 
your home, I invite you to light a candle in your home  

 

We light the Christ Candle in the Church; we remember it is a symbol of Christ’s light 
and presence amongst us, in this building and in all the places we gather. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION/CONFESSION –  

God’s love is relentless; it is always seeking the forgiveness and restitution of the 
wayward, rebellious and the lost. 

  

Let us pray 

You, wonderful God, whose glory the heavens declare 

and whose handiwork the whole earth sees; 

     be with astronomers and astronauts 

     artists, photographers and bush walkers. 

  

You, whose Spirit brooded over the face of the earth 

and brought breath to all that lives and grows; 

     be with health workers who control viruses and bacteria, 

     or engineer genes and chromosomes. 

  

You, for whom truth is not mere facts and figures, 

but relationship and the gift of eternal love; 



     be with those whose science has left them empty 

     or whose technology has become a slavery. 

  

You, who give us faith that leads to many doubts, 

and deep doubts that lead to a larger faith; 

     be with all agnostics and those who despair, 

     and all the pure of heart who hunger for you. 

  

You, who have created us for fulfilment and joy, 

and do not rest while one lost person is in misery; 

     be with those who are lost in amusement arcades 

     

  

You, who should mother and father forsake us, 

cherish us as your very own family; 

     be with abused children and street kids, 

     social workers, magistrates and foster parents. 

  

You, who when thick darkness covered humanity, 

leapt into the night bringing light and joy; 

     be with night-shift workers and police, 

     evangelists, counsellors and pastors. 

  

You, whose first-born, perfect Child 

covered our sins and bore our griefs; 

     be with mothers and midwives, 

     the falsely accused and sorely abused. 

  

You, who banish fears and bring a new dawn, 

who swallow up death in victory; 

     be with those who risk their lives for others 



     and all who today face death alone. 

  

You, who know our needs before we utter them 

and do far more than we can ask or imagine; 

     be with us as we offer these prayers 

     and with all who have forgotten how to pray. 

  

 

 Relentless God of love, you have raised Jesus from death 

to be the power of love always in our midst 

  

We confess 

our failure to fully entertain and trust his love. 

We have not loved you, God, with his joyous enthusiasm. 

We have not loved others with his burning compassion. 

We have not even loved ourselves sufficiently to fully nurture 

our own lives in the love and liberty of Christ Jesus. 

  

Consequently 

our characters are stunted, our achievements flawed, 

our peace is fractured, and our happiness is diminished. 

  

God of tireless mercy, please overthrow those feelings and thoughts which 

have become barriers against the inflowing of your truth and love. Please enter 

the stubborn or fearful corners of our being with your light and your forgiveness. 

Restore us to the joy of your salvation and renew a right spirit with us. 

Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

Amen! 

  

 



People of God, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be rescued and 
healed! His mercy is not rationed out in qualified amounts, but overflows the banks of 
history with prodigious generosity. You are a forgiven family. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  

 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 22:34-40 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which 
is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Matthew 23:1-12 

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they 
tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 
They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but 
they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 

5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries[a] wide 
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets 
and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with 
respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all 
brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he 
is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the 
Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

 

 

PRAYER 

Please God, 

save us from trying to fool others 

and from cheating on ourselves. 

We wish we could be truly good, 



both on the outside 

and on the inside. 

  

You know, God, 

“true blue” through and through? 

 

  

Help us to start now. 

But keep at us, please, 

because we easily forget 

when we get with others. 

  

In Jesus’ name we ask you this. 

Amen.         ©Bruce Prewer 

  

SERMON 

 

SONG:  Make me a Channel of your peace 

 

Make me a channel of Your peace 

Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love 

Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord 

And where there's doubt, true faith in You 

Make me a channel of Your peace 

Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope 

Where there is darkness, only light 

And where there's sadness, ever joy 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console 

To be understood as to understand 

To be loved as to love with all my soul 



Make me a channel of Your peace 

It is pardoning that we are pardoned 

In giving to all men that we receive 

And in dying that we're born to eternal life 

 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS:  

Loving God,  

We come to you with our prayers for ourselves and others.   

Let us pray 

  

From around the world we hear many children crying, O God; crying for food and 
drink and someone to enfold them in loving arms. 

 

We see the desolate eyes of refugees, O God; plodding along war devastated roads, 
or looking from transit camps, and from behind barbed wire, for glimmers of hope. 

 

We read about the abused sisters and brothers, O God; cringing from family 
violence, or suffering in paddy-wagons and jails, or assaulted in their own homes by 
strangers. 

 

We hear the sobbing of the broken hearted, O God; betrayed by spouse or lover, 
deserted by parents, watching at the bed of the dying, or following a hearse to the 
cemetery. 

 

We know about the disasters that afflict others, O God; the bodies mangled in road 
accidents; those devastated by disease or war, and the minds that have cracked 
under pressure. 

 

We read about your church, O God; in some places overcrowding its buildings, in 
others battling to maintain services, or in some countries meeting secretly behind 
locked doors. 

 

We look on the faces of both friends and enemies, O God.  Some of our friends are 
doing it hard, while enemies seem to be getting it easy; yet all are souls for whom 
Christ died. 



Hear their prayers, dear Lord, hear our prayers too and make us the instruments of 
your peace. 
 

Holy Friend, while we have been praying, you have been busy answering our 
petitions with  wisdom and an untiring love. Thank you. Through Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. 

Amen! 

  

 

OFFERING   

(you are invited to take out your offerings and hold them) 

Creator God,  

You have given us so very much that we do not always see or appreciate. We like to 
hang on to what you have given us, and do not always share with others.  But now 
we bring our offerings with thanks for all you have done for us.   We ask that these 
offerings that we bring may be blessed by You and used to build Your Kingdom in 
this world, this country, this place. We pray that You might accept our gifts of our 
money, our talents and our lives.  

Amen 

 

 

SENDING OUT/BLESSING   

You will never guess what is going to happen to you this week. 

Yet one thing is certain: your Lord will be there in every situation before you arrive. 

There is no human happiness beneath his dignity, and no difficulty beyond his 
gracious help. Christ is in daily life with you for the long haul, and nothing can snatch 
you out of his hands. 

  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

And the God of all creation,  

the Son who’s love knows no bounds  

and the Spirit who walks beside you always,  

bless you and keep you. 

Amen  

 


