
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE 
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GATHERING WITH GOD  

I invite you to light a candle in your home as we light the Christ candle here in the 
church. 

(Light the candle) 
 

This  candle reminds us that when we gather Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, is in 
our midst and God’s  Spirit draws us together even though we are not physically present 

to each other. 
 

In this NAIDOC Week we acknowledge the Dharug People and the Burramattagul 
people – the traditional custodians of this land. WE pray our respects to their elders 
past, present and emerging.    

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

God of generosity and hope 
awaken us, enliven us,  
keep us ready, aware, and present 
as we wait upon you in worship.  
As we come into your presence   
we give thanks for your overflowing grace and steadfast love  
and pray that we may respond with our own generosity, stamina and love .   
May our worship today continue tomorrow as we do your work on Earth. Amen.  
 

SONG: TEN THOUSAND REASONS:      
  

REFRAIN  
Bless the Lord Oh My Soul 
Oh my soul, Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before Oh my soul 
I worship Your holy name.  



 

 

The sun comes up 
Its a new day dawning 
It's time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass and 
Whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. REFRAIN 

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger. 
Your name is great and your heart is kind. 
For all your goodness I will keep on singing. 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.   REFRAIN   

And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come. 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forever more. REFRAIN   Songwriter: Jonas Myrin © Said And Done 

 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 25:1-13   

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids  took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When 
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ 7 Then all those bridesmaids  got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise 
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids  came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour  

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE   
 

Ten lamps gathered, with oil enough for all  
Ten lamps gathered, but five are empty showing careless disregard. 
Ten lamps gathered, five blaze with oil abundant enough to share. 
How many will burn among us? 



 

 

silent reflection ………………………………….. 
 

Creator God, giver of oil, hear us as we pray for generous hearts to share oil with our 
neighbors.  
Creator God, giver of oil, forgive us when we do not tend the wicks of our faith and let 
our acts of faith run dry.  Amen.  
 

Ten lamps gathered, with oil enough for all. 
Friends  be thankful for God’s grace overflows 
open your hearts to the oil of God’s Spirit which renews and empowers us to shine 
Amen. 

PSALM 78 1-7    

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
   incline your ears to the words of my mouth.  
 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
   I will utter dark sayings from of old,  
 things that we have heard and known, 
   that our ancestors have told us.  
 We will not hide them from their children; 
   we will tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, 
   and the wonders that he has done.  
  
He established a decree in Jacob, 
   and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our ancestors 
   to teach to their children;  
 that the next generation might know them, 
   the children yet unborn, 
and rise up and tell them to their children,  
   so that they should set their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God, 
   but keep his commandments. 
   

 REFLECTION: KEEPING FAITH – GIVING THANKS   

 



 

 

TIS NO. 161 TELL OUT MY SOUL    
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age to same; 
His holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and for evermore! 

- Timothy Dudley-Smith  

 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS  

 

 

Alicia Wade of the Dharug people  

Loving God, who supports and allows everything to live, bless this country, Australia, 

and all people who live here.  This NAIDOC Week, we ask you to bless all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We thank you for their custodianship of this country 
over many tens of thousands of years, their story-telling  and vibrant culture and their  
ongoing voice of know-how and innovation in agriculture, science, art, music, and in 
technical, ecological and medicinal fields.  

Help us to listen to, respect and learn more from the first peoples of the Blacktown area 
– the Dharug peoples living  among us - so important to all life here on the Cumberland 
Plains and Nepean Valley. May we work for a shared future.  Amen  

We give  thanks for the good things that have happened this week and for all your 
blessings including family and friends and neighbours.  Thank you for answers to prayer 
as the cases of coronavirus have diminished  - help us to to keep vigilant and safe.  



 

 
Today we lift up our world in our prayers: 
 

• the USA – that following the Presidential election people will come together  

• the people of Turkey and Greece following a devastating earthquake 

• the people of the Philippines following a typhoon  

• the people of nations where COVID-19 is rampant   

• we lift up to you all those who have suffered economically during this pandemic  
praying that  governments making decisions for recovery to be compassionate 
and just 

God of mercy hold the world in your healing hands.  
 

We pray for our church giving thanks for the faithfulness of our people at every stage of 
their lives and asking your blessing of wisdom and creativity for our Church Council as 
they meet and guide us through times when so much has changed and there is 
uncertainty. 
 

Light of the world, bless all who are struggling right now – shine upon them in love. Be 
with those who are anxious  and lonely. Comfort those who grieve. Heal those who are 
sick or in pain. Redeem those who have made decisions they regret. 
Give us all your hope ,your joy and your peace. Open your door and lighten our dark 
places today and every day.  
 

 

 
Finally O God as Remembrance Day approaches we  remember and give thanks  for 
the service men and women who have died in the violence of wars, each one 
remembered by and known to you. We pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict, and 
ask that you  may strengthen those who work for peace and  peacekeepers  who seek 
to keep this world secure and free. 
 

Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world, and grant us the grace to 
pray for those who wish us harm.  As we honour the past, may we put our faith in your 
future; for you are the source of life and hope, now and for ever. Amen. 
   

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  your will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

OFFERING   
 

You are invited  to take your offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands  
 

With these gifts , we commit ourselves  to tending the light of Christ with our deeds and 
action of love and justice, encouragement and generosity.  
Anoint us and these gifts with patience and wisdom to do your will  
that at your coming we may enter through the door. Amen 
 

SENDING OUT/BLESSING 
 

Go with thanksgiving in your hearts  
to tend the wicks of your faith  
lighting lamps with the oil of righteousness.  
Shine the light of Christ wherever you go  
 
And may the grace of Christ  nourish you 
and the love of God surround you 
and the Holy Spirit strengthen you today and everyday. 

 

SONG: THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE / GIVE ME OIL    
 
1 This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine.    (repeat)  
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 
 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, 
I'm gonna let it shine.    (repeat)  
Ev'rywhere I go, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.                            Source: One in Faith #874 

 

 

 


