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ORDER OF SERVICE 
LENT 4 MARCH 14 2021 

 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
People of God, gathered  today  
In this sacred space, in this sacred moment, 
For this time step aside from your daily concerns 
For here we recall the stories of faith. 
Here we see God does not dodge dangerous places, 
Here we are called to stand and face our fears, 
Here we remember whose we are.  
 

I invite you to light a candle in your home as we light the Christ  candle here in the Church.  It 
reminds us that  Jesus Christ the light of the world is in our midst. 

 
SONG: Here I Am to Worship  
 
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 
Chorus 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 
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Chorus 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
Well, I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
Well, I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
 
Chorus 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 

  
Songwriters: Tim Hughes 

Here I Am to Worship/Call lyrics © O/B/O Apra Amcos 
 
 

 
 

During this Lenten season we have journeyed with the ancient Israelites to whom God made 
promises in special  covenants. Last week we left them travelling in wilderness  at Mount Sinai 
where God gave Moses their leader  the ten Commandments – a blueprint  to make them a 
treasured people  - a holy nation.   Today we tell a story that happened years later but still in the 
wilderness:  
 
NUMBERS 21:4 - 9 LITANY  
 
From Mt. Hor they set out, 
…travelling again, the round-about way, 
by way of the Reed sea, 
…not far from the beginning, 
around the land of Edom, 
…nowhere near the journey’s end. 
And the people became impatient 
…again 
and spoke against God 
…again 
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and against Moses 
…that was new 
Why have you brought us here to die in the wilderness? 
…for they had been slaves in a rich land 
 There is no food and no water 
though there was both, running springs and manna that fell from heaven. 
We detest this miserable food 
…the food that was provided to them as a blessing from God. 
There were serpents 
…poisonous snakes 
and many people died; 
   Was that God’s intent? 
So the people came to Moses 
…who had always listened to them and intervened to God on their behalf 
   and acknowledged their transgression 
against God and Moses. 
   So Moses prayed for the people and God heard Moses’ prayer 
but did not take the snakes away. 
   God instructed Moses to make a serpent of bronze and put it on a pole 
and when a person was bitten 
   if they looked up  
they would live. 
   This is their story  
and we recall it with gratitude as we take our place in the eternal                
                     story of faith. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
God, we acknowledge our humanity,  
for when we are in danger, we experience fear,  
when we are in intimidating places we become anxious, 
when times are tough, our endurance is low and we fall into the culture of complaint. 
More often than not, when our journey is rough  
we travel a round-about way. 
But here we would take time to stop, 
to look up, to take stock, 
to recognize your loving presence in our lives, 
to truly see the blessings given to us, 
and to once again choose love over fear, 
light over darkness, 
life over death. Amen. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FORGIVENESS  
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” John 3:16-17  
God says simply to us: In Christ your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  
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INTRODUCTION TO READINGS:   
 
This  Lent when our theme Promise in the midst – hope we receive through the story of faith.   

• Rainbow – reminds us of the covenant with Noah  

• Stars  - God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah 

• The Bible is open to the Ten Commandments given to Moses at Mount Sinai when God 
taught the people who they would live in freedom. 

• IN Today’s Old Testament reading as we have already told, we are  with the Israelites in the 
wilderness on their exodus journey – it is about a promise of healing  

 
NUMBERS 21:4-  
 
4 They travelled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea,[a] to go around Edom. But the 
people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no 
water! And we detest this miserable food!” 
6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites 
died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and 
against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 
8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at 
it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was 
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 
 
JOHN 3:14-21  
 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up,[a] 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”[b] 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name 
of God’s one and only Son.  
19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into 
the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the 
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 

REFLECTION: LIFTED UP      

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2021%3A4-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-4345a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A14-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26135a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A14-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26136b
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SONG: TiS 647 COMFORT, COMFORT, ALL MY PEOPLE 
 
Refrain 
Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
All your sins are taken away. 
 
1. Though your tears be rivers running, 
though your tears be an ocean full, 
though you cry with the hurt of living, 
comfort, comfort. 
Every valley shall be lifted, 
every mountain shall be low, 
every rough place will be smoother: 
comfort, comfort. 
 

Refrain 
Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
All your sins are taken away. 
 
2. Though your eyes see only darkness, 
though your eyes can see no light, 
though your eyes see pain and sorrow: 
comfort, comfort. 
Every night will have its morning, 
every pain will have an end, 
every burden will be lightened: 
comfort, comfort. 
 
Refrain 
Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
All your sins are taken away. 
 

Copyrights1975 Robin Mann 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
This week people of different faiths came together to call for the care of the earth: particularly 
climate change:  Our prayers will begin with prayers for the creation   
 
God, creator of all that is, of seas and clouds, rain and rivers, grass and trees, insects and fish 
humans, animals, birds and reptiles, 
of all life connected, sharing one home  - this earth, 
we are aware that our way of living profoundly affects the earth’s climate 
and many people are in danger of flood and drought, extremes of heat and cold, 
that some are impoverished and the whole fabric of life is in danger. 
 
To those who make policies, give wisdom and courage: 
to those who direct industry and commerce: give a concern for the common good; 
to those who struggle for justice; give strength and hope, 
to us all as we turn to the cross 
give us the grace to care for the earth  - to live in love for the good of all life  
 
 Almighty God, you watch over us; you neither slumber nor sleep. 
You know full well the triumphs and the tragedies of our world and its peoples. 
The love and the loss, the delights and the disagreements. 
The words harshly spoken, and the silences when words are not spoken at all 
the peace and joy of belonging  and the pain  of rejection or injustice  
You know the fears that paralyse us.  
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Christ of the cross, 
with those  who have been displaced and wonder where home will be, 
with those who are wounded and bitten by life 
and with those who feel like there is too much to contend with  
with those in danger  
we turn to you for you alone can make us whole.  
 
Christ of the Cross 
with those who are stressed and shattered, 
with  those who carry broken hopes, broken promises and broken dreams,  
we turn to you for you alone can heal us and make us whole.   
 
Christ of the Cross whose arms are wide open  
let your healing be at work in relationships in which there are hurts 
let your forgiveness be released on all whose fists are tightly clenched  
let your mercy triumph over all who sit in judgement.  
Show your love to every generation  
Welcome and protect those just born 
bless and comfort those whose lives are coming to an end, 
tend your sick ones, 
rest your weary ones, 
soothe your suffering ones, 
pity your afflicted ones, 
and shield your joyous ones . 
 
In the power of your cross, deliver us from all evil 
and lead us into life and peace. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING  -  
 
I invite you to cup your gifts and offerings in your  hands:  
Bless these gifts that we give today,  
for we lift our eyes and see there is much we can do  
to bring about wholeness and healing in our world.  
May they contribute in bringing light to dark places.   
Amen.  
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TIS NO 569 GUIDE ME O THOU GREAT REDEEMER       
 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land;  
I am weak, but thou art mighty;  
Hold me with thy powerful hand:  
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,  
Feed me now and evermore,  
Feed me now and evermore.  
 
Open now the crystal fountain  
Whence the living waters flow:  
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar  
Lead me all my journey through:  
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,  
Be thou still my strength and shield,  
Be thou still my strength and shield.  

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan  
Bid my anxious fears subside;  
Death of death, and hell's destruction,  
Land me safe on Canaan's side:  
Songs of praises, songs of praises  
I will ever give to thee,  
I will ever give to thee.  
 

William Williams  
1717-91  

tr. Peter Williams  
1722-96  

and William Williams alt. 

 
As we leave this sacred space, 
remember God stands with you in shadowed and dangerous places, 
remember your sacredness,  
remember your place in the stories of faith, 
realize that when the road is tough,  
God’s love is steadfast and overcomes every fear. 
Go in the love of God    
  that is stronger than fear; 
the love we see on the cross   - share it with others  
 
The blessing of God be upon you – The Creator , the Redeemer and the Sustainer….  
 
SONG: TIS 791 May the feet of God  
 
May the feet of God walk with you 
And His hand hold you tight 
May the eye of God rest on you 
And His ear hear your cry 
May the smile of God be for you 
And His breath give you life 
May the Child of God grow in you 
And His love bring you home 
 

Copyrights1983 Aubrey Podlich, Robin Mann 
 

liturgy is adapted from  Seasons of the Spirit Seasons FUSION  Lent – Easter 2015 pp.  76- 78 
Copyright Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2014    Used with permission 

 
Prayer of Intercession from adapted from the following: 

“Prayer for Families”, David McNeish We bring you everything and tip it out in front of you, 
New Prayers from the  Iona Community, ed Nail Paynter, Wild Goose Publications 

“The Cross”, David Adam, Celtic Prayers , Published by Tim Tiley Ltd, Bristol 
Prayer from St Augustine, Liturgy for the Service of Healing, 

A Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Worship Group. p109 


