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This is Part 3 of a series on Chapter 8 of Paul’s Letter to the Romans  

 

ROMANS 8:26-39 

The Wayside Chapel is located in Kings Cross. I remember visiting it 

and standing on their rooftop community garden looking down into the 

side street below. On the footpath opposite again the wall, there were 

mattresses and cardboard boxes flattened to make a lean-to to provide 

the smallest protection - shopping bags stuffed with a few personal items 

indicated a community of homeless people sleeping rough.  

I listened as the director spoke of the Wayside Chapel’s ministry of  

providing a safe place where people from all walks of life can come 

without judgment.  

 

Pointing to their logo and their mission, he talked about living on the 

intersection between love and hate, between faith and no faith, between 

the haves and the have nots, the housed and the homeless, the sick and 

the well.   
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It was about providing unconditional love and support for the amazing 
mixture of people who find their way onto the streets around them. 

 

One of their current programs is called The Wingspan Project. This  is a 
training and employment initiative providing opportunities for homeless 
young people. It is about enabling them to take control of their lives. The  
program focusses upon their physical and mental well-being and gives 
them one-on-one support to help them progress their lives.    

The church can be much maligned these days and we have to wear it 
after the revelations of sexual abuse of children in the care of our 
institutions. And yet Christ’s people continue like Jesus himself to be  
involved wherever  people are experiencing pain and violence, despair 
and hopelessness whether it is because of homelessness, mental 
illness, unemployment, racism, drug dependancy  - whether it is a 
consequence of  being a refugee or making wrong choices and finding 
oneself in prison…  

What impressed me most when I visited the Wayside Chapel was a 
complete lack of judgmentalism. The message was loud and clear:  
“God does not give up on you and nor do we. God is well and truly for 
you and nothing can separate you from God’s love!” 

We have been reflecting upon Chapter 8 in Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
and today as Paul brings his chapter to it’s triumphant conclusion, it is 
an amazing exercise to pick up a highlighter and mark every thing in it  
that threatens to bring us undone*: suffering, weakness, frustration, 
bondage to decay, ignorance, trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, danger, sword, death, life, angels, demons, powers, the 
present, the future, heights, depths and "anything else in all creation."  
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Paul says, None of these can separate you from God's love.  

And we might have our own personal list of those things that threaten to 

bring us down:  choices we regret,  habits we can’t let go of, humiliations 

we can’t live down,  disappointments, anxieties, sickness, our bodies 

getting older and losing our independence, not being able to sleep, 

school or a  business deal that went bad, our boss or our workmates, 

COVID-19 and masks and the threat of lockdowns, isolation,  technology 

and social media, the demands of work and family and church, that 

cranky neighbour  – just dealing with change itself  - I am sure we can all 

make a list. And yet as we list them, Paul remains strong in his 

conviction: nothing can separate you and me from God's love.  

And it is worth remembering here that Paul’s own list was impressive:  

Paul knew from the beginning when he first believed in Jesus that prison 

and danger waited for him wherever he went. And it did!  As I have 

mentioned these past two weeks, Paul himself suffered personal 

affliction and  it pained him.  He struggled with sin as he tried to live his 

traditional Jewish Law crying “Wretched man that I am!  Who will rescue 

me from this body of death?”  And as God’s apostle, Paul suffered 

rejection and accusations. Attempts were made on his life at least 8 

times.  He was imprisoned and shipwrecked and whipped and stoned 

and left for dead.   

And more… Paul believed that he and Christ’s apostles sent out with the 

good news of Jesus Christ were “like sheep to the slaughter”… in his 

letters he wrote about being afflicted and struck down and slandered  - 

the “rubbish of the world” (1Corinthians 4:13).  Paul knew what it was to 

be weak. He was ultimately martyred in Rome. And yet he declared 

without a doubt, that nothing in the whole creation could separate him or  

you or me from God’s love.  

Today the good news is that when we are feeling that everything is 

against us  - when we feel alienated and despondent  - when we are 

anxious and worried  - even when reality appears to be saying the 

opposite, God is unconditionally for you and nothing can separate you 

from the love of God.  

How can Paul be so sure?  
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It’s because God does not leave us to deal with our world and our lives 

on our own. Suffering and misfortunes are not signs of God’s rejection. 

We have the Spirit of God living within us!  

God’s Spirit is with us in our weakness and vulnerability. God is there in 
the hard times. The very Spirit of God pleas on our behalf “in sighs too 
deep for words” bringing us into line with the will and purpose of God who 
has always loved us and who wants the best for us. And therefore even 
though the world may seem uncertain and dangerous ultimately we can 
be reassured that  “all things work together for good for those who love 
God , who are called according to his purpose.”  

We may not see the bigger picture but God does. God has created us in 
love be his children. In Christ, who died and was raised to life defeating 
the power of death, we are embraced by God – we are chosen and 
called , our relationship with God once disrupted by sin is restored  and 
we are shaped into the image of Christ, the first born in God’s family in 
the glorious future God has for us and the whole creation.     

So Paul asks, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  Or as the 
Message puts it, With God who has never stopped loving us on our side 
like this, how can we lose? If God did not hesitate to put everything on the 
line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worse in 
Jesus his Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for 
us? Who would dare to tangle with God by messing with one of God’s 
chosen children? Along with Spirit of God,  even Jesus the risen Christ 
who has conquered death itself is interceding for us at God’s right hand.   
 
One of the highlights of a trip to England for me a few years back was 

sitting in a small cell where Julian of Norwich lived.  
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Julian was what they called an anchoress in the 14th Century  -she lived 

in self-isolation beside the church and people came to her for prayer and 

spiritual guidance.  

Julian of Norwich’s faith in God was shaped by the plague known as 

Black Death. Thousands died. It was so contagious that anyone who 

touched the sick or dying caught it. Julian herself was very sick.  

During her illness, Julian experienced a series of visions which she 

wrote down in what was called the “The Revelations of Divine Love”. It 

was the first book written by a woman to be published in English.  

Julian writes,  

I saw that God is to us everything which is good and comforting for our 

help. He is our clothing, who wraps us round and enfolds us for love, 

embraces us and shelters us, surrounds us for his love, which is so 

tender that he may never desert us… 

And he showed me something small, no bigger than a hazelnut, lying in 

the palm of my hand, as it seemed to me, and its was as round as a ball. 

I looked at it with the eye of my understanding and thought: What can 

this be? I was amazed that it could last, for I thought because of its 

littleness it would suddenly have fallen into nothing. And I was answered 

in my understanding: It lasts and always will, because God loves it; and 

thus everything has being through the love of God. “    

Love is our Lord’s meaning. And I saw very certainly in this and in 

everything that before God made us he loved us, which love was never 

abated and never will. And in this love …. our life is everlasting.**     

And so Julian of Norwich concluded … because of God’s love  All will be 

well, and all will be well, and all manner of things will be well.  

Friends, whoever you are and what ever your situation, God is for you. 

All will be well.     
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Paul is absolutely sure of the good news: God is for us and nothing  - not 

even the worst of our sins or anything the  world may throw at us – not 

even COVID-19 and all that flows from the pandemic  can get between 

us and God’s love which we know in Jesus Christ. 

Nothing can separate you and I from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  As the great Easter hymn “Yours be the glory” affirms, 

we are “more than conquerors through his deathless love.”  

Thanks be to God!   

 

Rev’d Laurel Barr 

Sunday 26th July, 2020 

 

Resources; 

*Daniel  Clendenin,  Inseparable Love, 
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/Essays/20050718JJ.shtml 

** Ann Lewin, Love is the Meaning, Growing in faith with Julian of Norwich, 

Canterbury Press, 2010, pp12,16 
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