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GATHERING WITH GOD  

WELCOME 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

Light a candle in your home as I light the Christ candle here in the church.  

(Light the candle)   

This candle reminds us that Jesus is here with us, wherever we may be. It 
reminds us that the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples as tongues of fire. And 
it reminds us that God came to Moses in a burning bush. 
 

God is present with us and through us, to one another.  
 

  



SONG: Be Still for the Presence of the Lord  

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy One is here 

Come bow before Him now 

With reverence and fear 

In Him no sin is found 

We stand on holy ground 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy One is here

Be still for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around 

He burns with holy fire 

With splendour He is crowned 

How awesome is the sight 

Our radiant King of light 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around 

Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place 

He comes to cleanse and heal 

To minister His grace 

No work too hard for Him 

In faith receive from Him 

Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place 

David J. Evans 
© 1986 Thankyou Music 

PRAYERS 
Surprising God, 
you have an uncomfortable habit 
of showing up where we least expect you: 
in a burning bush, 
in the face of an enemy, 
in a livestock feed trough, 
on a rough wooden cross. 
Turn our lives upside down 
with your radical love. 
Help us fully embrace your surprises, 
even as we revel in the joy 
of being fully embraced 
by your all-encompassing grace 
and mercy. 
We pray in the name 
of your most amazing surprise of all: 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

Exodus 3:1-15 

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in 
flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire 
it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange 
sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 

7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of 
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I 
who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God on this mountain.” 

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 
what shall I tell them?” 



14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 

15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your 
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent 
me to you.’ 

 

SERMON:  
 

SONG:  Open the Eyes of My Heart 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see you 
I want to see you 
(Repeat) 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see you 

I want to see you 
(Repeat) 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 
Holy, holy holy, 
Holy, holy holy, 
Holy, holy holy, 
I want to see you 

Paul Baloche 
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS   

[A time of silence follows each petition] 
 
Listening God, you heard the prayers of the Israelites. 

Hear now these prayers, both spoken and silent: 

For peace where there is conflict … 

For food where there is hunger … 

For hope where there is despair … 

For health where there is sickness … 



For life where there is death … 

We pray in the name of Jesus, 

who conquers all that would defeat us 

and gives us new life. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
SONG: BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS  

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones 

Safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones safe 

Do not fear the fire (Do not fear the 

fire) 

Do not fear the waters (Do not fear 

the waters) 

Do not fear the thunder (Do not fear 

the thunder) 

Jesus has conquered them all

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones 

Safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones safe 

Do not fear the darkness (Do not 

fear the darkness) 

Do not fear the sadness (Do not fear 

the sadness) 

Do not fear the sickness (Do not 

fear the sickness) 

Jesus has conquered them all  



Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones 

Safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones safe

Do not fear the enemy (Do not fear 

the enemy) 

Do not fear the poverty (Do not fear 

the poverty) 

Do not fear eternity (Do not fear 

eternity) 

Jesus has conquered them all 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones 

Safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the ages 

Holds all His little ones safe 

Colin Buchanan  
© 2004 Wanaaring Road Music 

 
OFFERING   
 

You might like to take your offering  
or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands    
 

Dear God, 
we offer you now these gifts. 
Take our money and use it 
to bring comfort to those in need. 
Take our service and use it 
to bring justice to those who are oppressed. 
Take our witness and use it 
to bring good news to those who hunger 
for hope. 
Take our lives and use them 
for our very salvation. 
We pray through Jesus Christ, 
the one whom we follow 
even to the cross. Amen. 

 
  



SENDING OUT/BLESSING  
 

God promised to be with Moses, and we are here to witness to the fulfillment 
of that promise. From generation to generation, the God of Israel is also the 
God of Blacktown Uniting Church. The God of the burning bush is waiting even 
now to encounter you, call you, challenge you, and change you. Go out to be 
sustained and surprised by the love of God. Amen. 
 
SONG: THE BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

Make His face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn His face toward you 

And give you peace 

(repeat) 

Amen, amen, amen 

Amen, amen, amen 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

Make His face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn His face toward you 

And give you peace 

Amen, amen, amen 

Amen, amen, amen 

May His favour be upon you 

And a thousand generations 

And your family and your children 

And their children, and their children 

May His presence go before you 

And behind you, and beside you 

All around you, and within you 

He is with you, He is with you 

In the morning, in the evening 

In your coming, and your going 

In your weeping, and rejoicing 

He is for you, He is for you 

Amen, amen, amen 

Amen, amen, amen 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

Make His face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn His face toward you 

And give you peace 
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