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Laughter in the Midst  

GATHERING WITH GOD 

You may like to light a candle in your homes as we light the Christ candle here in the church.  

(Light the candle)   

We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, among us as we 

gather to worship here in the church building and in our homes.  

And we remember the promise of Christ to send the Holy Spirit who gathers us into a community beyond 
our earthly ties.   

Although we cannot meet physically, God is present with us and through us, to one another.  

PRAYER  

O God who brought me from the rest of last night 
to the new light of  this day,     
bring me in the new light of this day 
to the guiding light of the eternal. 
Lead me , O God, on the journey of trust. 
Point me, O God, on the road to justice. 
Guide me. O God, on the pathways of peace. 
Renew me, O God, by the wellspring of grace. 
Open my heart and mind  
to the wonders that this day and this week may bring . Amen. * 

SONG: Hear our Praises 

May our homes be filled with dancing 

May our streets be filled with joy 

May injustice bow to Jesus 

As the people turn to pray 

From the mountains to the valleys 

Hear our praises rise to You 

From the heavens to the nations 

Hear our singing fill the air 

May Your light shine in the darkness 

As we walk before the cross 

May Your glory fill the whole earth 

As the water o'er seas 

From the mountains to the valleys 

Hear our praises rise to You 

From the heavens to the nations 

Hear our singing fill the air (repeat)  

Hallelujah, hallelujah 

Hallelujah, hallelujah 

Hallelujah, hallelujah 

Hallelujah, hallelujah 



From the mountains to the valleys 

Hear our praises rise to You 

From the heavens to the nations 

Hear our singing fill the air (repeat)   

Source: Musixmatch 
Songwriters: Reuben Morgan 
Hear Our Praises lyrics © Emi Christian Music Pub Obo 
Hillsong, Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Genesis 18:1-15      

The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his 
tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, 
he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 
3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little water be 
brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you something to eat, 
so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” 
“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 
6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the finest flour and knead 
it and bake some bread.” 
7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to 
prepare it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these 
before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 
9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 
“There, in the tent,” he said. 
10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will 
have a son.” 

 
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were 
already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, 
“After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 
13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am 
old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah 
will have a son.” 
15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

REFLECTION:  Laughter in the midst    

 

 
 

https://www.musixmatch.com/


SONG: He’s Got the whole world  
 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the itty bitty baby in His hands 

He's got the itty bitty baby in His hands 

He's got the itty bitty baby in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got a-you and me brother in His hands 

He's got a-you and me brother in His hands 

He's got a-you and me brother in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got a-you and me sister in His hands 

He's got a-you and me sister in His hands 

He's got a-you and me sister in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Geoffrey Love / Traditional 
He's Got the Whole World in His Hands lyrics © Sony/ATV 
Music Publishing LLC, Warner Chappell Music, Inc 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Gracious God, we come before you with heavy hearts: 
The world is a confusing place.  
People are anxious, they are cross and angry. 
Life is uncertain. We don’t really know where this Coronavirus is taking us. 
Economic circumstances are uneasy and we fear the future. 
Continuing social isolation and closures mean many still feel separated and lonely. 
Tensions are mounting around the world and we fear what this may mean. 
Millions upon millions of people have fled their homes because of persecution and war and we don’t what 
to do about it. 
Others are demanding to be heard and we fear their passion.  
The winter months are upon us and we often feel a bit down, depressed and even despairing.   

~ 
Come to us, O Lord, in your mercy and grace to lift us up. 
Come to us God of justice and peace to renew your creation.  
Bring about your reign where everyone’s needs are met  
where those who feel unheard are listened to  
those who are at loggerheads sit down together in harmony and peace 
and where those who speak words of hate and division and continue to hurt others will be silenced.  

~ 
We especially pray for those in our community who have special needs at this time:  
For those who are locked down and are lonely. 
For those who struggling to pay the bills and make it through the week. 
For those who are sick or are waiting for a diagnosis. 
For those who are harassed and abused.  
For those who feel angry and despairing and losing hope 
For those who are heart-broken or are grieving  
For those who have no place to call home and are vulnerable to all sorts of threats.  

~ 
Merciful God we lift all these prayers up to you in the name of Jesus. 
And as we do, forgive us when we fail to listen and take time to understand  
Forgive us when we fail to take heed of the needs of our neighbours both nearby and far away. 
Forgive us when we become self-focussed and self-absorbed, forgetting and neglecting those around us. 

https://www.lyricfind.com/


Forgive us for not trusting you and save us from becoming cynical    
Wondrous God, 
Thank you for being present with us now and for being true to your promises  
Thank you for your love that is truly generous and never ending. 
Thank you that we can rely on you and that you never fail to surprise us.  
Thank you that nothing is too hard for you.  
For you are our God                  
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

OFFERING 

Please take your weekly offering or a symbol of your offering  
in your cupped hands as we dedicate it  
and ourselves,  
giving thanks for all God’s blessings and mercy. 
 
Generous God, bless these gifts that they may be shared  
as we live out faith in acts of compassionate service  
and shine the light of Christ   
as his witnesses in this community and to the ends of the world. Amen 

 
  

Offerings can be transferred electronically to 

Blacktown Uniting Church 

BSB: 6343 

Account No.: 100023472 

or deposited directly to this account at any 

Westpac branch. 

http://1djpjq2tu7u32cn9vx36pdku-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/mother-son.jpg


HYMN TIS. 161: TELL OUT MY SOUL  
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice 

 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age to same; 
His holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One 
 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and for evermore! 

- Timothy Dudley-Smith in 
1962. 

 

 
 
BLESSING  
 
On your heart and on your house, the blessing of God. 
In your coming and your going, the peace of God. 
In your life and in your seeking, the love of God. 
At your end and your beginning, the arms of God to welcome you 
and bring you home. 
Be blessed in the name of the Maker, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen*.  
 
 

• Prayers adapted  from J,Philip Newell, Each Day & Each Night, Celtic prayers from Iona  Wild Goose 
Publications  


