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Sermon - Matthew 25: 31 - 46 

22nd November 2020 

 

Today is the end of our church year, a day that is called Christ the King in our 

calendar.  Next week will be the first Sunday of Advent – we will begin to prepare for 

our celebration of the coming of Jesus into the world. 

 

Today is a day to reflect on the UNPRECEDENTED year we have had.  What has it 

been like for you?  There have been highs and lows, times to celebrate and times to 

mourn, times to sing and laugh and times to weep – but really, isn’t every year like 

that.  This year, a dark cloud of uncertainty, called COVID 19 entered our world and 

really messed up our lives.  We have been confronted with the mass hysteria of 

buying mountains of toilet paper, rice and pasta and other food hadn’t been easily 

available.  For many of our community, browsing around a supermarket is becoming a 

distant memory.  More handwashing, sanitising and wearing face masks are a new 

part of our lives.  Our ability to visit and socialise with family has been changed.  For 

all those of you, who like us, have family living overseas, there is a hole in our lives as 

we wait and wait to be able to travel safely again.  Yes, I know we have Skype and 

that helps but ….   it’s very limited with pre-schoolers! 

 

This year has given many of us some time for reflection.  I will admit that I enjoyed 

having a break from the rush of activities in my pre COVID life.  I have been blessed 

with good health and safety.  There has been some time to evaluate what is important 

in life.  In the earlier lockdown days, we took time to de-clutter and time to take up 

projects that had been set aside.  For the craft people, that means we work on UFOs 

(unfinished objects) or I could complete my PHD (project half done).  I made a list of 

them in April, still working on them…  

 

This year has been a time for new unheard-of skills to learn, such as ZOOM meetings 

and bookings online for church.  Andy and I ‘attended online’, a climate Pastoral Care 

conference run by the Uniting Church – last year about 60 people attended but this 

year with the ZOOM facility, more than 300 people from many denominations and from 

other countries were able to participate.  What a privilege!!  Our church, here in 

Blacktown, has been offering services via Youtube and that has been and will 

continue to be a blessing to many outside the walls of this building.  We are thankful 

for everyone who has made the services possible, especially for Gavin and Peter who 

spend hours putting the online service together and for Neville and Pam and everyone 

who prepares, mails or delivers the material to those who are unable to join online. 

 

As our Church year draws to a close, we are completing our reflections on Matthew’s 

gospel teaching.  The next chapter of Matthew begins the narrative of Jesus’ betrayal, 

trial, death and resurrection.  One commentator suggested that this third parable 

corresponds to the Beatitudes in Matthew 5.  Together, they provide bookends for 

Jesus’ teachings in Matthew.  Like the Beatitudes, the parable describes the essential 
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values and practices that define those who participate in the coming empire of 

heaven.  Much of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew is concerned with righteousness.   

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that “unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 
5:20).  Throughout Matthew, Jesus continued to emphasise that righteousness was 
not about the letter of the law, but about the true spirit and intent of the law. It is about 
mercy, about loving God with all your being and loving your neighbour as yourself. 

In these last three weeks we have looked at the final 3 confronting parables of 
Matthew’s gospel – the bridesmaids with their oil lamps, the slaves entrusted with their 
master’s money and this week, the parable of judgment, often referred to as the 
parable of the sheep and goats.  I think the Sheep and Goats title takes away from the 
true essence of the story – Jesus used this description for separating all the nations’ 
people because it was relevant to his listeners.  Flocks often had sheep and goats 
grazing together, but the goats had to be separated at the end of the day because 
they needed a warmer place to sleep, the goats didn’t have built in woolly blankets. 

This parable has some strong language about judgement.  I’d like to share some of 
what Pastor Edward Markquart calls “Our last Day in Court”.  Let me quote -  

Jesus told this final judgment story:  The Son of Man will come back and He, the king 
will judge the people.  The king looked at the people on his left and said, “What did 
you do? What did you do for the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the starving, the 
imprisoned?  What did you do for the elderly, the retarded, the handicapped, the 
sick?  What did you do?  And they, (Pastor Markquart suggested that ‘they’ were the 
Pharisees), said, “Judge, we are good people. If you got to know us judge, we are not 
very bad at all.  We love our wives, our children, our families; we come from a good 
solid family background.  We have good beliefs and values; we go to church; we give 
a tithe and surely some of that money goes to the poor.  Judge, we have good feelings 
about the poor, the starving, the naked.  We have positive feelings towards the poor 
and anytime we see pictures of the starving, our hearts grieve.”   

The judge asked the question:  “What did you do?  What did you do, is my 
question?”  And the Pharisees say, “Well, uhhhh, you know, uhhh.”  Now, the 
Pharisees were hoping for leniency; they expected the judge to be lenient, to be 
understanding.  They expected the judge to understand the fallibility of human nature 
because if the judge really understood the fallibility of human nature, then the judge 
would be lenient.  The Pharisees thought to themselves, “Besides, we are here in 
court and the sentence shouldn’t be too strong, should it?”   

The judge then gave the verdict clearly and distinctly: “Depart from me into eternal 
damnation.”  “What?” “Depart from me into eternal damnation where people will weep 
and gnash their teeth. Depart into the hells of fire.”  “What????” They weren’t 
expecting that sentence.  They were expecting leniency.  They were expecting 
understanding.  They were expecting that the judge would understand the fallibility of 
human nature.   Besides, if you just show up at court, you should get a reduced 
sentence and a fine?” 
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To the ones on the right, the judge said:  “What did you do?”  They said, “We didn’t do 
anything.”  The judge said, “Yes, you did. I was watching you.  You fed the hungry, 
you clothed the naked, you visited the sick and imprisoned and you shall inherit 
eternal life.”   

In the Bible reading, it is interesting that both groups asked the same question.  “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you?”  The righteous ones have acted in a way 
that reflects the love of God to everyone.  They have not been acting in some 
calculated way to earn God’s favour. They have simply been doing what comes 
naturally for them in caring for their neighbours in need. Their actions are a sign of 
their relationship with a loving and merciful God, with the Son of Man who came not to 
be served but to serve. 

Those on the king’s left were surprised to learn that they had encountered Jesus in the 
lowly and needy. They too had simply been doing what comes naturally — looking out 
for their own interests and not being bothered with the needs of others. This too, is a 
sign of their relationship — or lack thereof — with the Son of Man. They simply did not 
really know him or understand his way of love and mercy. 

The blessed ones are those who have seen a King who is not like the kings of this 
world.  They are blessed because they know a King who brings real peace, who sees 
the needy, and who hears the cries of the oppressed.  

If we love God, if our values are God-values instead of the world's values, if Christ 

actually is our King, then we will love as God loves, give as God gives, forgive as God 

forgives. If our values are God-values, we can't help but live as Christ taught. 

 

Earlier, I called these parables confronting.  I have been feeling unprepared like the 

bridesmaids, rather lax in the way I am using my gifts from God, like the servants and 

blind to seeing God in ‘the least of these’ around me. These parables have been 

confronting for me.  Then I read these uplifting words from Rev Dr Janet Hunt. Quote, 

“our faith is not only of the mind and of the heart, but is also for the hands and the feet. 

We live our faith in what we do. We live it in what we do in places that aren’t always 

pretty.  This has been one of those weeks when, as I look back, I expect I have seen 

the face of Jesus again and again. I am not entirely certain that I recognized him in 

the moment. It helps me to hear Jesus’ words today as encouragement to see him in 

unexpected places.” End quote 

 
What difference would it make if we saw the face of Christ in all who need?  For 
us as individuals?  As families?  As congregations?  As communities?  As a 
nation? 
 

Amen 
 

Mrs. Kaye Crook – 22nd November, 2020 


