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JOHN 1:1-18 

Christmas and New Year sparks special memories for me of summer holidays at the 

beach.   The feeling  of sand between my toes – the exhilaration of diving through 

waves and scrambling over the rocks and exploring rock pools. 

Have you ever spent time looking into a tidal rock pool?  If we sit and spend time 

looking into the pool, we begin to see marvellous things – cockle shells that harden 

their grip on the rock when you touch them… 

  

Perhaps you are rewarded with the sight of green or even pink anemones waving 

their tentacles in the water – even an orange starfish plastered against the pool – 

you might see coralline algae like tiny trees in a miniature world.   Out of the corner 

of your eye you might just catch a crab scuttling into a crack or a glimpse of those 

tiny transparent fish darting in zig-zag formations – or as I dangerously found one 

day – a blue-ringed octopus. 

Here in this self-contained world of the rock pool washed by the tide, we discover a 

whole diversity of amazing living creatures.    

Taking a bucket and spade and exploring rock pools is a part of an Aussie summer. 

We prod and explore and discover and marvel.  



Today in this Christmas season, we read those beautiful words from the Prologue of 

John’s Gospel   

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God. ….All things came into being through him and without him not one thing 

came into being. ………. And the Word became flesh and lived among us.  

Over this Christmas season,  we have heard the song of the angels, followed  the 

shepherds to Bethlehem, encountered  the magi from the east   and we have 

witnessed the joy of Simeon and Anna  –  The Gospel of John takes a broad –brush 

and reflects upon what it all means.  

John  tells us that the God who made this marvelous universe is not some alien 

outsider out there but one comes to us in the tiny and vulnerable babe in the 

manger.  

He tells us that in Jesus, God reached out to us by choosing to enter the creation as 

a human being.  That the Word  - God  “lived among us” shows us  a God who is not 

out there  - this God doesn’t prod and poke and net a fish from outside as we do in a 

rock-pool   - God the Creator gets into the water as one of those creatures.  As  one 

writer puts it “in the word made flesh. God is revealed at the heart of the 

human, and therefore at the heart of all life on earth” .   

Let’s reflect upon what this means: 

In Verse 18  the writer of John declares  “No one has ever seen God.”  We can 

describe what is in a rock pool and our scientists can research and show us images 

of coronaviruses like COVID-19 and explain the structure of our DNA. But the God  -

the Word that spoke the world into being remains beyond our understanding.  

Scientists stand beside philosophers and poets and little children gazing into rock 

pools in wonder when it comes to the God who made the world and whose purposes 

underpin  creation –humanity –life itself.  

“No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son , who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made God known.”   

And for me this is where the wonder really begins. The one who is described as the 

true light which enlightens everyone comes into the world which is his own. The 

Word who made us takes on our flesh and blood.   God chooses to share what it is 

to be human including the vulnerability of being born as one of us. God reaches out 

to us and speaks our language in Jesus the Christ – who is the Son.   

In his humanity,   Jesus  the Son of God the Father shows us  God whose very 

nature is to reach out and to communicate in relationship – to speak and to listen.  

It is important here to remember that the Word becoming flesh is more than God 

somehow contracted and squeezed into a human body  -  Jesus’ heart and Jesus’ 



mind were human.   Jesus had to grow and learn to speak and to crawl and to walk 

and to  discover himself and the world around him and  make choices and learn 

wisdom just like us as we grow from babyhood to childhood to adolescence to 

adulthood. And most of all he had to grow in his relationship with his heavenly 

Father. 

There were those breakthrough moments like his baptism when he heard God speak 

his love : “You are my Son the beloved”  - and  he was filled with the Spirit.  There 

was the temptations when he made the choice to obey God   and to find the meaning 

of his life trusting in God’s loving purposes alone. But like you and me  it was with 

the people in his life  – his parents, his friends,  his teachers at the Synagogue and 

the Temple ,  wedding guests, the sick and   the lepers and blind, the sinful, the 

disciples as they went fishing and even his enemies – it was with these people  that 

Jesus the Son    stepped out and learned and discovered what it meant to trust God 

as his Father and who he was and what his calling  was in the world.     

Maria Baulding in her beautiful book  The Coming of God describes Jesus as the 

ultimate listener in his relationship with God –  Jesus was the human being wholly 

open to God.  From when he was a boy,  Jesus had this sense of being the loved 

child of God but he grew in understanding of what it meant as he read the scriptures 

and  lived in family and community and worshipped and prayed  Jesus  listened and 

he learned and   developed as we all do. Jesus was human in every way. 

And Jesus was no less God when in his humanity  he was  helpless and learning or 

even when he was arrested and  dying than when he was in control and regal. Jesus 

as the Son in loving relationship with God his Father shows us a God who gives and 

receives and communes at the deepest level.    

The good news is that Jesus came to fill  our humanity with grace upon grace and 

truth and divine life.  To  be open to Christ is to be open to God.  

And to be open to God is to be connected to that which makes sense of our world 

and gives us identity –  For this is why Jesus became one of us – to show us God’s 

love and to bring us into the family of God.   For  to all who see him and receive him 

– who trust in his name there is the most wonderful promise of the gift of power to 

become children of God.     

All this is very heavy. It is something we will never fully understand or plumb the 

depths of and yet I hope you are catching something marvellous.  

In this beautiful passage in John Chapter One we are offered the big picture of what 

Christ’s birth means for us and  for the whole creation. St John  paints an incredible 

picture  in bold and amazing brush strokes.   

IN the beginning was the Word…and the word was God. 

The Word – God became flesh and lived among us… 



“No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son , who is close to the Father’s 

heart, who has made God known.”   

It’s a passage written by a writer who has witnessed Jesus’ ministry and the signs he 

performed and how   Jesus’  own people did not accept him   and how he lay his life 

down in self-giving love on the cross.  The writer of this Prologue  writes after God 

raised Jesus from the dead  and he writes because in all this he has seen  God in 

Jesus and come to believe  in him  as the Messiah, the Son of God.   The light 

shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.  

It‘s the story of his own  personal  journey as a witness  watching and listening and   

growing  in the understanding  that  God is revealed in Jesus –  and he writes out of 

his excitement so that we may also   believe and trust and become children of God.    

New Year is a marker when we allow ourselves to be a little reflective as we close 

the door on the year just gone and don’t we need to after a year like 2020.  

But as we open the door to 2021  I wonder: As you listen to God what have you 

heard?  

Could it be the wonderful reality that the coming of the Son of God  into the world as 

one of us means that we are not abandoned but absolutely  important to God?    

As we share in Holy Communion,  could it be the incredible love that is so committed 

to us that the Son of  God shared  not only our lives  but died our death and feeds us 

with the broken bread of his own flesh and blood  that we might live?   

If God is so committed  -what about us? Could be it be that now is the time to commit 

ourselves to God as God is committed to us?   Speaking for myself in all honesty 

while I rely on God to be totally committed to me, sometimes I fit God in when it suits 

me in the midst of everything in my life. There are things I must let go.  

A new year is an opportunity to reset and to recommit ourselves and receive God’s 

only Son anew.  He comes to heal and restore.  

Friends  don’t hold back and prod and pick about like a child in a rock pool. God did 

not hold back – Jesus the Son of  God has come longing for us to turn to him in  trust 

and to discover and to learn and to grow  as God’s beloved children –  This year,  

let’s feel the  Spirit – the Spirit of love  breathing life within us.  And in all this  we just 

might begin to see God and what God is calling us to do in 2021.  

Let’s be open to Christ – to God – Let’s listen for his voice as we pray for this new 

year.  Holy One, from long ago people have sought your light to guide their way. As 

the new year opens, enable me to be more fully yours. Guide me in letting go of what 

keeps me from growing and fully committing as you have committed for us. Lead me 

to know and welcome what will enlarge my love and commitment for you. Amen.  

Laurel Barr – 3rd January, 2020 


