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CAROL: TiS No. 272 COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS  

Come, thou long expected Jesus 
born to set thy people free, 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne.                                                           Charles Wesley   

 

Our theme this year is Joy in the Midst and today on the third Sunday of Advent are  

focussing upon the Joy of Mary.    



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES    
 

God’s light is stronger than darkness. 
The life God gives is stronger than death.  
We gather in the love of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

I light these candles in praise of God.  
 

(while the third Advent candle is lit, you might like to light a candle at home ) 
 

PRAYERS  
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, 
our light and our joy;  
to you be praise and glory forever. 
To scatter the darkness and return us to your joy  
you sent your Son to be our Saviour, 
through the obedience of Mary. 
We rejoice that the Word is made flesh 
and comes among us. 
Blessed be your name! Amen.  
 

Mary’s son was given the names Jesus and Emmanuel – God is with us.   
We rejoice in his presence as we hear him say to us 
“Abide in me as I abide in you”.  
The Lord  is here: his Spirit is with us.  
 

As we continue in prayer now, 
let go of all your tensions and anxieties,  
and be enfolded in his love…….    
  
Our God in heaven,  
our hearts desire the warmth of your love 
and our minds are searching for the light of your Word. 
Increase our longing for Christ our Saviour  
that the dawn of his coming may find us  
rejoicing in his presence  
and welcoming the light of his truth.  
  
In the midst of the bustle of this time of the year 
when many things are happening, 
it is so easy to lose sight of Mary  
waiting for her special  baby:  
Prod us to pause and see the promise of this season. 
 

If in the midst of all our tasks 
we  lose our way to Bethlehem  
and the story of her baby’s birth  



forgive us and help us journey back to the source of this season. 
 

If in the midst of the rush,  
we  lose our compassion  
for those who ask if there is any room in our hearts 
forgive us and help us to share the love of this season.   Amen.  
 

The good news of this season is that God comes to with us now and forever.  
God’s love has been and always will be there for us  

- It is love that forgives and renews.  
- It is love enough for us to share.  

 
 

GOSPEL READING:  LUKE 1:26 - 55   
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured 
one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’  

Mary said to the angel,  ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  

The angel said to her,  ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.’  

Then the angel departed from her. In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,  ‘Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 



for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ 

SONG: MARY DID YOU KNOW?  

 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Has come to make you new? 

This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would give sight to a blind man? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would calm the storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little baby 
You kiss the face of God 
Mary, did you know? 
Mary, did you know? 

Mary, did you know? Did you know? 
Mary, did you know? Mary, did you know? 
Mary, did you know? Mary, did you know? 
Mary, did you know? Mary, did you know? 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear 
The dead will live again 



The lame will leap, the dumb will speak 
The praises of the Lamb 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Is Lord of all creation? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Is heaven's perfect Lamb? 

That sleeping child you're 
Holding is the great, I Am 
Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?) 
Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?) 
Mary, did you know? Oh 
 

Songwriters: Greene Lee Rufus / Lowry Mark Alan 

Mary, Did You Know? lyrics © Greensleeves Publishing Limited, Rufus Music, Word Music, Llc 

 

REFLECTION:  JOY IN THE MIDST  -  MARY’S JOY  

 

 
 

HYMN:  TIS NO. 161 TELL OUT MY SOUL  

 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name, the Lord, the mighty One. 



Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and forever more!                                         Timothy Dudley-Smith  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

God of love, 
through your most Holy Spirit, 
Mary the Jewish girl conceived your Son; 
may his beauty, his humanity, 
his all transforming grace be born in us, 
and may we never despise 
the strange and stirring gentleness  
of your almighty power.    

                                              New Zealand Prayer Book: He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa (1989) 

 
As Christmas approaches we also pray that we will have room in our lives for our 
neighbours in need.  
And so we pray for those 

• who are alone to be remembered and included in our celebrations  

• for those missing loved ones this Christmas to be comforted.  

• for poor communities far away and close by  including those in refugee camps 
and struggling families in our city to receive hope this Christmas and a sense of 
the love of Christ  through our generosity   

• we pray for the roll out of vaccines for COVID-19 to happen safely and justly and 
effectively bringing hope for everyone as we wait. 

• Following the International Day for people with a Disability a week ago, we pray 
for a world that is inclusive, accessible and sustainable for people for everyone    

• and now for those in our community who are struggling with bad news, poor 
health, grief, and anxiety that they may experience the  good news of comfort 
and  hope and peace and  healing that Christ was born to bring.  

 
Gracious God, thank you that we can sing carols and welcome more people into our 
churches this Christmas. You gave us Jesus and the story of Jesus is for the whole 
world. Help us to be part of the answer to our prayers as we remember Mary and  say 
yes to your plans for us  - Your will be done. 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

OUR OFFERING  

You are invited to take your offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands. 

We give with joyful hearts because God first gave to us 

God of true joy, make us daring!  Heal our hearts and free us from our hesitations.  
With these gifts may we rejoice in your love through actions of faithful living and service. 
Amen.  
 

SENDING OUT / BLESSING   
 
With Mary put your trust in God. 
Remember that in your joys and in your sorrows  
God is with you. 
In your work and in your recreation  God’s love enfolds you.   
In everything let God strengthen and support you. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer   
be upon you and your household now and always    

 

SUNG BLESSING: TIS 779 MAY THE FEET OF GOD  
 

May the feet of God walk with you 
and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you 
and his ear hear you cry. 
May the smile of God be for you 
and his breath give you life. 
May the child of God grow in you 
and his love bring you home                                                                          Robin Mann         

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


