
WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE 

SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER, 2020  

 

Welcome to worship this morning at Blacktown Uniting Church I hope that you are in a 

comfortable place and although physical distant from one another I am glad that we are able to 

worship God together. 

Good morning my name is Wendy de Vroom and I am one of the local preachers at Blacktown 

Uniting Church, helping me today is my son Peter de Vroom. Peter and Gavin Glenn will be 

providing the music for this week’s service. In our worship time today, we continue our journey 

with Moses and the Israelites in the book of Exodus. This week’s reading brings us to the dramatic 

Crossing of the Red Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering 

You are invited to light a candle in your home as we do so in the church saying these words:  

“We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, with us 

We come to God, remembering we are the church, united by faith despite not being able to be 

physically present to each other. God is present with us and through us, to one another. 

 

Prayer of Praise 

Almighty and All-powerful God, we fall on our knees before you in humble gratitude. 

Everything we have, you have provided for us.  

The beauty of your creation embraces our senses. 

Everywhere we glimpse you glory in the sights, sounds, smells and touch of our beautiful world. 

And yet the fallen state of our environment and indeed our own sinful nature, continues to remind 

us of our total need for and dependence on you. 

We praise you, Triune God, because you were willing and able to rescue us from death and 

eternal separation from you. We praise you for your boundless and gracious love for us. 

We praise you Father, that at just the right time you sent Jesus to die for us. 



Lord Jesus we praise you for your costly sacrifice on our behalf. The precious Lamb of God who 

faithfully and obediently stretched out your hands on a Roman cross for us. 

Lord Jesus we thank you for that loving act that cost you even more than your life as you took 

upon yourself all of our sins. 

We praise you Holy Spirit, for you dwell with us constantly, guaranteeing our adoption as sons and 

daughters in God’s family. You teach us, guide us, and show us the ways of God. You intercede 

for us with groans that are better than words. 

Loving and compassionate God we praise you. 

But we also acknowledge and confess our sins before you, they are many. Some we see and 

have intentionally committed in anger or greed or pride; and others we fail to see in our ignorance 

and blindness. Leaving undone, things we should have done, and missing opportunities to serve 

others and witness to your loving kindness and grace. Father we ask for your forgiveness. 

Lord Jesus we rejoice in the truth that “If we confess our sins, you are faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

Amen 

Song: Praise the Father, praise the Son by Chris Tomlin (“Hello Love”) 

Oh sovereign God, oh matchless King 

The saints adore, the angels sing 

And fall before the throne on grace 

To you belongs the highest praise. 

These sufferings, this passing tide 

Under Your wings I will abide, 

And every enemy shall flee, 

You are my hope and victory. 

Praise the Father, praise the Son. 

Praise the Spirit, three in One. 

Clothed in power and in grace 

The name above all other names. 

To the valley, for my soul, 

Thy great descent has made me whole! 

You word my heart has welcomed home, 

Now peace like water ever flows.

Praise the Father, praise the Son. 

Praise the Spirit, three in One. 

Clothed in power and in grace 

The name above all other names. 

Praise the Father, praise the Son. 

Praise the Spirit, three in One. 

Clothed in power and in grace 

The name above all other names. 

Yours is the kingdom, 

Yours is the power. 

Yours is the glory forever. 

Yours is the kingdom, 

Yours is the power. 

Yours is the glory forever. 

Praise the Father, praise the Son. 

Praise the Spirit, three in One. 

Clothed in power and in grace 

The name above all other names. 

The name above all other names 

Hearing God’s Word 

Bible Reading Exodus 14: 10-31 NIV 

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after 

them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there 

were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by 

bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the 

Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 



13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 

the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never 

see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move 

on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the 

Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that 

they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his 

chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through 

Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went 

behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming 

between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the 

one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back 

with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites 

went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed 

them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire 

and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed  the wheels of their 

chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the 

Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow 

back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over 

the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and 

the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and 

horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of 

them survived. 

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on 

their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 

Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of 

the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and 

in Moses his servant. 

 

Sermon: The Crossing of the Red Sea 

 

  



Song: Be Still for the Presence of the Lord 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy One is here 

Come bow before Him now 

With reverence and fear 

In Him no sin is found 

We stand on holy ground 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy One is here 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around 

He burns with holy fire 

With splendour He is crowned 

How awesome is the sight 

Our radiant King of light 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around 

Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place 

He comes to cleanse and heal 

To minister His grace 

No work too hard for Him 

In faith receive from Him 

Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place 

David J. Evans © 1986 Thankyou Music 

 

Prayer of Intercession 

Heavenly Father we cry out to you, knowing that you always hear our prayers and answer. 

Father, we pray for the many people within our community who continue to struggle under the 

impact of the COVID 19 lock down and restrictions. We ask for job and income security, we seek 

your protection for businesses unable to trade as they normally would. We ask for relief from 

isolation and loneliness, and for health and wellbeing for those who have contracted the virus and 

those struggling with mental health concerns. 

We lift up in prayer our politicians at this difficult and trying time. Give them wisdom to make good 

decisions based on biblical values, help them to find creative ways to meet the needs of all people 

in our community. 

Almighty God, our world is hurting. COVID 19, bushfires and floods, humanitarian crises, civil 

unrest and conflicts are an everyday reality. We trust in your abounding love and grace to reach 

into our fallen world and powerfully touch the lives of individuals, communities and nations. 

Heavenly Father, when the storms of life are raging, when our enemies seem to multiply with 

every passing day and there seems to be no way to turn, help us to be still, knowing that You are 

God. Help us to stand in quiet dependence upon You. Help us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus; to 

abide in His love and to trust His Word, knowing that Your grace is sufficient for every occasion 

and that You have promised never to leave us nor forsake us . Help us to stand still and see the 

salvation of our God today - in Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



Offering  

You might like to take your offering or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands. 

Lord and giver of every good thing, we bring to you our lives and our gifts with the humble prayer 

that mercy and justice may flow like a mighty river bringing new life and hope to the world.  

Amen. 

Blessing 

Go into this week aware that by our very nature we are corrupt, that our wills are in bondage to our 

own fleshy desires, and that are souls are lifeless because of our sin. By ourselves we are without 

strength and hope, unable to save ourselves from our fallen condition.  

But know that we have found our hope in Christ, who opened the narrow way and ushers us 

through on dry ground. We are grateful recipients of his abundant mercy and the exceeding riches 

of his grace, all made available freely to us from the hand of Christ. In Him we have redemption 

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, all praise and thanks to Him who rescued us from sin 

and death and delivered us to new life. 

 

Song - Now unto Him 

Now unto him who is able to keep, able to keep us from falling, 

And present you faultless before the glory of His presence, with exceeding joy. 

To the only wise God our saviour, be glory and majesty. 

Dominion and power, both now and forever  

Amen 

Lyrics are copyrights: © 1972 Olive Wood 


