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18th April 2021 

Order of Service: Grace is not just a word it’s a way of life. 

 

Welcome:  In God’s name we are all welcome as we gather together for worship. 
In God’s name we also welcome you who join us from a distance online or via our 
mailout. 

Lighting the Christ Candle: Jesus coming brought light back to a dark and 
doomed world so this morning we light this candle. The flame/light is to remind us 
that Jesus is the light of the world, God’s presence with us. If you are watching 
this service you might like to light a candle as well . . . and not just today but 
often. 

Call to worship:  Grace is not just a word it’s a way of life!!  

1 John 3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are! Grace in a nutshell. So as 
children of God come and gather to worship. 

Prayer : Good morning Loving God, We thank you for your deep love and grace 
for each of us. We gather to honour your desire for us to meet together. As we 
meet we remember and thank you for your great creation and gift of Planet Earth 
as our home. As we worship You we want to acknowledge that we have not cared 
for Planet earth as you want or designed us to, we haven’t cared for each other 
as you want  or designed us to, we haven’t cared for ourselves as you want or 
designed us too. This lack of care is expressed in many different behaviours and 
words. We also haven’t honoured You as you deserve. We are sorry. Please help 
us to put shape to our sorry. Please make our sorry more than just a word but a 
change in living and relating.We give thanks because when we confess ,You 
forgive us in the name of Jesus. Our sins are forgiven, Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Oh Lord, my God 
When I, in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands 
have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling 
thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe 
displayed 

 

Song: How Great Thou Art. Each verse of this song follows God’s story  . . . of 
which we are a part. Its our story– from the beginning (Universe/stars) to Jesus 
death and resurrection and then to Jesus return and our new beginning.  
Lets sing our worship together. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
(Source: Musixmatch Songwriters: Stuart Hine How Great Thou Art lyrics © Universal Music 

Publishing, Manna Music Inc) 

 
Church news: Please read our Monthly Respond- this includes all the news for 
the life of the Church here. 

Oh Lord, my God 
When I, in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 
 

https://www.musixmatch.com/
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Song: As part of our preparation to hear God’s word lets sing Open our eyes 
Lord 

Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus 

To reach out and touch Him and say that we love him 

Open our ears Lord and help us to listen.  

Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus. 

 

 

Bible readings: 

 Acts3: 1-26 
 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at 
three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to 
the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those 
going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he 
asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter 
said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get 
something from them. 

6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he 
helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He 
jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple 
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him 
walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to 
sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder 
and amazement at what had happened to him. 

11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and 
came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter 
saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do 
you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man 
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has 
glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned 
him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the 
Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You 
killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of 
this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was 
made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has 
completely healed him, as you can all see. 

17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your 
leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
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prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, 
so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the 
Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—
even Jesus. 21 Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore 
everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 22 For Moses 
said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who does not 
listen to him will be completely cut off from their people.’[a] 

24 “Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have 
foretold these days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God 
made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples 
on earth will be blessed.’[b] 26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to 
you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 

 

1John 3:1-7   

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what 
we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.4 Everyone who sins breaks the 
law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might 
take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on 
sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  7 Dear 
children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous 

 

Romans 12:1-2 ( from The Message)  

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: take your everyday, ordinary 
life- your sleeping, eating, going –to-work and walking-around life-and place it 
before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you 
can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it 
without even thinking. Instead fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from 
the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants form you, and quickly respond to 
it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of 
immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 

Sermon:  Dr Charlie Justins 

Reflection song : Your Grace still Amazes Me. 
My faithful Father, enduring friend 
Your tender mercy's like a river with no end 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27020a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27022b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30582a
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It overwhelms me, covers my sin 
Each time I come into your presence I stand in wonder once again 
Your grace still amazes me 
Your love is still a mystery 
Each day I fall on my knees 
'Cause Your grace still amazes me 
Your grace still amazes me 
Oh patient savior, You make me whole 
You are the author and the healer of my soul 
What can I give You, Lord what can I say 
I know there's no way to repay You only to offer You my praise 
Your grace still amazes me 
Your love is still a mystery 
Each day I fall on my knees 
'Cause Your grace still amazes me 
Your grace still amazes me 
It's deeper, it's wider, it's stronger, it's higher 
It's deeper, it's wider, it's stronger, it's higher 
Than anything my eyes can see 
Your grace still amazes me 
Your love is still a mystery 
Each day I fall on my knees 
'Cause your grace still amazes me 
Your grace still amazes me 
(Source: LyricFind 

Songwriters: Connie Harrington / Shawn Craig) 

     

Offering: You are invited to take your offering, or just hold your hands out if you 
use Direct Debit as a symbol of holding your offering for the work of Gods 
kingdom. Because of Covid we invite you to place it in the basket near the back 
door as you leave. 

Offering prayer; Ephesians 3: 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no 

one can boas 

Generous God, we give thanks for your grace to us in the many ways you bless 
us each day. Today we offer our gifts  - our monetary gifts, our talents, our time, 
our praying, our welcome and kindness to each other.  We offer them to You for 
the work and life of Your kingdom here .We offer these in Jesus name. Amen. 

Prayers of the people:  A responsive reading/praying. Taken from A Rhythm Of 
Prayer Edited by Sarah Bessey. 

 Spirit of Jesus- 

Come with fire that refines, 

https://www.lyricfind.com/
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Water that refreshes, 

Wind that topples, 

Breath that fills. 

Kindle a global revival of empathy, justice, and active peacemaking. 

Birth a witness of Love that is bigger and better than we inherited 

Liberate us from privilege and oppression. 

Unshackle the gospel from nationalism, white supremacy and every other lens 
that shrouds the Good News. 

Give us an abundance of grace for others and ourselves. 

Grant us compassion for those who suffer. 

Free us from the influence of money, power, and acclaim 

Restore our reputation for caring for the poor, 

Loving our neighbours, being ambassadors for peace and stewards of’ the 
earth. 

Unlock the immense resources hoarded in the Western Church and release them 
for your name’s sake. Encourage us , so we do not grow cynical, isolated and 
burnt out.  

Fan our hopes, our joys and our connections. 

Allow us to rest when we need rest. 

Enable us to see You in each person we encounter, 

Show us mercy, in our humanity. 

Let us love more fully than we thought possible 

Let us not be quick on the draw, ready to retaliate, escalate, assassinate. 

Let our collective fervour for justice eclipse institutional concerns. 

Let us trust and follow the wisdom of those who have been marginalised. 

Let us persevere in creating safe places for worship to eat bread and drink 
wine together. 
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Let us stand for love and with Love, following the way of Your Son as best we’re 
able . 

Let us not fear an experiential spirituality 

Let us listen to the wondrous bodies You gave us. 

Let us hear your voice and tangibly feel you with us. 

Let us abide in and with You. 

Show us what You are doing, so we can work together. 

Move where You will, when You will, in whatever way You will. 

Come Holy Spirit, and restore your church. Amen. 

  
 
We bring before you the many across our globe who are suffering with Covid 19. 
There are thousands each day being diagnosed and so many unable to access 
hospital care. We thank you for the vaccines that are available. We ask for 
generosity from the wealthier nations to those who cant afford treatment or 
vaccinations. And we continue asking for healing and comfort and 
encouragement for those in our own God family here at Blacktown who are sick, 
lonely or struggling in any way. We pray for our brothers and sisters at Grantham 
Heights Uniting as we explore together ways we might share resources and 
mission. We also ask that you will bless Rev Laurel as she is on leave.  
The Lords Prayer 
Our father in heaven, hallowed be Your name 
Your kingdom come Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us, Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil  
For the kingdom the power and the glory are yours now and for. Amen 

 

Song: Amazing Grace. It is grace  that has brought us safe thus far . . .  
  
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
Was Grace that taught my heart to fear 
And Grace, my fears relieved 
How precious did that Grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
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Through many dangers, toils and snares 
We have already come 
T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far 
And Grace will lead us home  
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
(Source: LyricFind 

Songwriters: John Newton 

Amazing Grace lyrics © Public Domain) 

 

 

Closure: As we leave we’ll listen to the song again: Your Grace still Amazes Me. 
Please keep Covid safety distancing and Please join us for Morning tea 

Benediction C. H. Spurgeon…said: ‘When God forgives our sins, there’s more 
forgiveness to follow. He justifies us in the righteousness of Christ, but there’s 
more to follow. He adopts us into His family, but there’s more to follow. He 
prepares us for heaven, but there’s more to follow. He gives us grace, but there’s 
more to follow. He helps us to old age, but there’s still more to follow…Even when 
we arrive in the world to come, there will still be more to follow.’” 
 

So . . .Go into the week ahead- follow . . .hold onto the G symbol representing 
Gods Grace to you. Live aware of and in the amazing grace that God offers you 
‘in the midst’ of whatever you face  . . . each day 

And God who is grace, Jesus who put his life shape into grace for us and the 
Holy Spirit who companions us as we seek to live out grace will go with you – one 
grace filled step at time. Amen 

. 

                 .  

https://www.lyricfind.com/

