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Gathering with God 

As you light a candle say 

This candle is lit to remember that when we gather the presence of the 

risen Christ, the light of the world, is in our midst.   

We come to God remembering that we are the Easter church, Christ’s 

living body, joined together in faith despite not being physically present 

with one another.  

God is present with us and through us, to one another. 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

With high spirits we come on this first day of a new week 

into this time of worship,  

praising and thanking you, Easter God, 

that you raise us up with Christ, to life forever. 

Generous and loving God, autumn rain and sun has come 

after the heat and the dryness of the long past summer 

and we hear the sound of birds, and the birth of new life. 

Bright colours appear through beams of light  

and our hearts are filled with adoration of you.  

Each day we experience something of your never-ending love for us. 

From our rising, to our sleeping, even in this strange COVID-19 season 

your love is constantly with us through your Spirit 

sustaining our every moment 

and our hearts are filled with adoration of you.* 

Yet,  we confess that we do not always live as resurrected people. We live within the fears and cares of this 

world, that we don’t have enough, that we are not good enough, that we will not endure. We get 

overwhelmed and feel like there’s little hope. Forgive us for not seeing Your image in us. Forgive us for not 

trusting in you and Your life in us. Help us to see we are made in Your love, Your image, Your peace. In the 

name of the risen Christ, who offers us peace, we pray. Amen. 

 

Preparing for worship 
Find a comfortable space, 
e.g. around a table or living 
room, grab your Bible and 
offering and prepare for 
worship. You can either 
work through the service 
on this sheet or follow 
along with our online video 
at http://www.blacktown 
.unitingchurch.org.au/  



…….and we are FORGIVEN  

Be at peace. By God’s great mercy you have been given a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead. (1Peter 1:3) 

God loves you. You hear this again and again but you need to hear it again and again. God loves you. There is no border 

you can cross, no boundary that can be made, that will limit God’s love for you. Live as people of hope in the fullness of 

God’s love and grace and peace. Amen.** 

Song - Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son (repeat) 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 

Let the poor say, "I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us" (repeat) 

(Repeat from the beginning) 

Give thanks, give thanks, give thanks. 

Henry Smith 

© 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

CCLI# 103607 

Hearing God’s Word 

Reading from 1Peter 1:3-9 

Reflection - A Living Hope in the Midst 

A copy of the message is attached separately. 

Song – Just a Closer Walk with Thee

I am weak but Thou art strong 

Jesus keep me from all wrong 

I'll be satisfied as long as I walk 

Dear Lord, close to Thee. 

Chorus: 

Just a closer walk with Thee 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea 

Daily walkin' close to Thee 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

Through this world of toils and snares 

If I falter Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. 

 

When my feeble life is o'er 

And time for me will be no more 

Guide me gently, safely o'er 

To Thy kingdom dear Lord, to Thy shore. 

 



Prayers of the People 

God of love and liberty, we bring our thanks this day for the peace and 

security we enjoy, which was won for us through the courage and 

devotion of those who gave their lives in time of war. We pray that their 

labour and sacrifice may not be in vain, but that their spirit may live on in 

us and in generations to come.  

God of compassion, help us to remember those who still bear the physical 

and mental scars and disabilities of their service. 

Help us to remember partners, parents and orphans and all those who waited in vain for the return of a loved 

one. 

Help us to remember the mateship, agony, courage and compassion of war service, but save us from ever 

glorifying the horror and tragedy of war. 

God of mercy, we commend to your mercy the homeless and refugees; those who have been dispossessed and 

have lost their employment; those whose families have been disrupted and who mourn the loss of loved ones.    

May your grace enable us this day to dedicate ourselves to the cause of justice, freedom and peace; and give us 

the wisdom and strength to build a better world. *** 

And now, Living Christ, we give praise and thanks that You live so we all may live. We give thanks and praise 

for our faith journey, through times of doubts and struggles and questions. Continue to guide us when we find 

ourselves bogged down in alienation and anxiety and the world goes dark. Lead us out of darkness into light. 

Give us a hope that lives and works in us in times of unbelief and doubt.  Loving Saviour, we follow You, we 

love You, and we trust You to keep us in these times. Amen. 

 

You may like to pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.

  



Offering 

You are invited to hold your offerings in your cupped hands as we dedicate it and 

ourselves, giving thanks for all God’s blessings. 

Let’s pray: 

O God, all we have comes to us out of your generosity and grace.  

May these offerings serve as a token of our love and gratefulness.  

May they be used to share the good news of the living hope we have received  

because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and  

to work for your justice and love in the world until your kingdom comes.  

Amen. 

Words of Mission and Blessing 

Through the resurrection of Christ from the dead 

God has given us a new birth into a living hope: 

Go therefore into the future free  

to appreciate each new day 

to see awe in the creation  

to show kindness and grace to others 

to seek justice and mercy 

to tend the sick and comfort those who mourn 

to welcome the stranger 

to shelter the homeless 

and to walk with the one who holds tomorrow.  

The blessing of God almighty 

our Creator, our Redeemer and our Sustainer  

be with you now and always. Amen. 

Song – For You Deep Stillness 

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland  

For you, deep blue of the desert skies 

For you, flame red of the rocks and stones  

For you, sweet water from hidden springs. 

 

 

From the edges, seek the heartlands 

and when you're burnt by the journey 

may the cool winds of the hovering 

Spirit soothe and replenish you. 

In the name of Christ, In the name of Christ    

Robin Mann & Julie Perrin 

1997 Perrin, JulieMann, Robin 

CCLI# 10360

*adapted from prayer by Keree Louise Casey …of ash and rainbows p.26 
** adapted from rev-o-lution.org/2014/04/18/worship-resources-for-april-27th-second-sunday-of-easter/ 
*** adapted from https://anzacday.org.au/prayers-for-anzac-day-services 
https://www.defenceanglicans.org.au/prayers/anzac-day-prayers/ 

Offerings can be transferred 
electronically to 
Blacktown Uniting Church 
BSB: 634 634 
Account No.: 100023472 
or deposited directly to this 
account at any Westpac branch. 


