
1 

 

WORSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE 

AUGUST 16th, 2020 

GATHERING WITH GOD  

SONG: Come as you are   

Come as you are, that's how I want you. 

Come as you are, feel quite at home. 

Close to my heart, loved and forgiven; 

Come as you are, why stand alone? 

No need to fear, love sets no limits. 

No need to fear, love never ends. 

Don't run away shamed and disheartened. 

Rest in my love, trust me again. 

I came to call sinners, not just the virtuous. 

I came to bring peace, not to condemn. 

Each time you fail to live by my promise, 

Why do you think I'd love you the less? 

Come as you are, that's how I love you. 

Come as you are, trust me again. 

Nothing can change the love that I bear you. 

All will be well, just come as you are. 

© Deidre Browne 1936 -  

Published by Spectrum Publications. 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

(Light the candle)   

We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World, with us  
We come to God, remembering we are the church, the Body of Christ,  
despite being able to be physically present to each other. 
God is present with us and through us, to one another.  
 

PRAYERS 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 

Almighty God we praise you because you are love, and we praise you for your love 
for us. 

In love you created the earth and heavens for us. In love you gave us life and breath.  
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In love you created us in your image and revealed yourself to us. 

In power you sustain your creation; the planets, the stars, the animals and plants. 

You command the waves and the wind, the rain and the sun. 

We praise you for being just and good and merciful. 

In love you sent Jesus to us so that we might be redeemed and restored. We praise 
you for the grace you have shown to us even when we rebelled against you. 

We praise you for your compassion and kindness, for answered prayers and for your 
faithfulness.  

We praise you that every promise in your Word is kept, that every promise is our 
hope and strong tower in times of trouble. We praise you because you are our refuge 
and hiding place. We are held safely in the palm of your hand. You will never leave 
us or forsake us. Thank you, everlasting Father, wonderful counsellor and Prince of 
Peace. Amen  
 
Prayer of confession 
 
Dear Heavenly Father 

Please forgive us for the sins that we have committed, for the bad things that we 
have done. We know that you are not pleased with us when we sin. 

Without your forgiveness Lord we are wretched and broken.  

Help us to treat each other better and to care for and protect our earth. 

Father God, you have forgiven us over and over again, but we still keep doing the 
wrong things and we need your help to do the right things. 

Lord we know that we cannot do the right thing in our own strength, we need to 
depend on you and the Holy Spirit’s work in us.  

 We need your forgiveness and help so that we can know you more deeply and be 
more like you. Amen 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

Matthew 14: 22 - 33 
 
Jesus Walks on the Water 
 

22. Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of 
him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 

23. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to 
pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 

24. and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the 
waves because the wind was against it. 

25. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
26. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a 

ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
27. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
28. “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
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29. “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 
and came toward Jesus. 

30. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 

31. Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” 
he said, “why did you doubt?” 

32. And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who 
were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

SERMON: Walking on Water – Mr. Andrew Crook 
 
SONG:  Be strong and courageous 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe 

Do not fear the fire 

(Do not fear the fire) 

Do not fear the waters 

(Do not fear the waters) 

Do not fear the thunder 

(Do not fear the thunder) 

Jesus has conquered them all 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe 

Do not fear the darkness 

(Do not fear the darkness) 

Do not fear the sadness 

(Do not fear the sadness) 

Do not fear the sickness 

(Do not fear the sickness)| 

Jesus has conquered them all 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe  



4 

 

Do not fear the enemy 

(Do not fear the enemy) 

Do not fear the poverty 

(Do not fear the poverty) 

Do not fear eternity 

(Do not fear eternity) 

Jesus has conquered them all 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe by His side 

Be strong and courageous 

The Lord of the Ages 

Holds all His little ones safe 

Colin Buchanan 
© 2004 Wanaaring Road Music 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS   

Dear Lord, we pray for guidance and strength and courage in this difficult time for all 
people around the world. 

God we pray that you will stop COVID -19. That you will help the scientists who are 
researching vaccines and treatments for the virus. 

Give healing to those who are sick, comfort to those who have suffered loss, hope 
and resilience for those who are overwhelmed and struggling. May we all know your 
enduring peace. 

Lord God help the leaders in our country and around the world to look to you to 
make good and wise decisions in this time of difficulty and challenge. 

Heavenly Father we pray for food and shelter and help for the people of Beirut. We 
ask for your peace and comfort to come powerfully to this city. Strengthen their tired 
bodies and heal their wounds. 

Dear God, we pray for the homeless that you will give them a roof over their heads 
and warm clothes. 

And we pray for the people in Australia and other countries that don’t have enough to 
eat that you would provide food for them this week and into the future. 

Help us Lord to support one another as we draw on your steadfast love. 

Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
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OFFERING   
 
You might like to take your offering  
or a symbol of it and hold it in your hands    
 
Lord and giver of every good thing, 
we bring to you  
our lives and gifts for your kingdom 
that we may live together in love for each other  
and our neighbours in need  
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen 

    

  SENDING OUT/BLESSING  
 
May the love of God surround you, 
the compassion of Jesus inspire you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit guide you always.  Amen   
 

Elise Shoemaker Eslinger  
W House  

Offerings can be transferred 

electronically to 

Blacktown Uniting Church 

BSB: 634 

Account No.: 100023472 

or deposited directly to this account 

at any Westpac branch. 


