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Our deepest longings and needs are met in Christ 

GATHERING WITH GOD 

As you prepare to worship you may like to light a candle in your home as I light the 

Christ candle in the church.  

(Light the candle)   

As you light the candle say: This candle is lit to remind us today of the presence of 

Jesus Christ, the light of the world.   

We come to God, remembering we are the church, the Body of Christ, gathered 

together in faith, despite not being physically present with one another.  God is 

present with us and through us, to one another 

SONG: Be still for the presence of the Lord  

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here; 

Come bow before him now  with reverence and fear 

In him no sin is found,  we stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 



Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place: 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace - 

No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

Songwriters: David Evans 

Be Still lyrics © Thank You Music Ltd. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 
Gracious God, it is good to be here in your holy  presence….  
In our celebrations, you rejoice with us.  
In our brokenness O God, you are near. 
In our time of need, your love surrounds us. 
When we have not loved you with our whole being 
and we have loved ourselves at the expense of others 
You do not turn away from us….   
When we are empty, you fill us. 
When we are disheartened, you are compassionate  
When we are overwhelmed, you over come 
When we have turned from  you,  you send your Son Jesus Christ to  reconcile us  
back to yourself   
When we confess our sin, you forgive. 
And so with wonder and humility and thankfulness we do in the silence confess our 
sins…..   Amen. 
 
In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ  
Our sins are forgiven . Amen.  
 

 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
 
 



PSALM 86:1-10; 16-17  - A Prayer of David  

1 Hear me, LORD, and answer me, 

    for I am poor and needy. 
2 Guard my life, for I am faithful to you; 

    save your servant who trusts in you. 

You are my God; have mercy on me, Lord, 

    for I call to you all day long. 
4 Bring joy to your servant, Lord, 

    for I put my trust in you. 

5 You, Lord, are forgiving and good, 

    abounding in love to all who call to you. 
6 Hear my prayer, LORD; 

    listen to my cry for mercy. 
7 When I am in distress, I call to you, 

    because you answer me. 

8 Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; 

    no deeds can compare with yours. 
9 All the nations you have made 

    will come and worship before you, Lord; 

    they will bring glory to your name. 
10 For you are great and do marvellous deeds; 

    you alone are God. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

    show your strength in behalf of your servant; 

save me, because I serve you 

    just as my mother did. 
17 Give me a sign of your goodness, 

    that my enemies may see it and be put to shame, 

    for you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

 

ROMANS 5:1-8, 6:1b-11 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into 

this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.  



3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope 

does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 

person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for 

us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

6  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those 

who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of 

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no 

longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know 

that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 

mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God.11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God  
 
 

SERMON: Our deepest Longings and Needs are met in Christ  -                          
                                                                                   Dr Charlie Justins  
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28075a


SONG: Amazing Grace (My Chains fell off)   

 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God, Who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 
 

Source: LyricFind 

Songwriters: Stan Roto Walker / Traditional / David Pritchard-blunt / Chris Tomlin / Louie Giglio 

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC 

 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS and OURSELVES  

O God, 

We look to you for strength to make a difference. 

May we be a source of help to others. 

We thank you for our own families and we think of families who are struggling. 

The most vulnerable. 

The children in need. 

The children who are unsafe 

The children who are hungry and sick. 

https://www.lyricfind.com/


The children struggling with sexuality  

The distant brother 

The younger sister  

The partner neglected 

The spouse who’s hurt 

The grandparents who long to see their family 

The son who is angry and lost 

The daughter who hates looking in the mirror 

The parent seeking wisdom 

The single person struggling with pressures 

The family scattered across the world  
The family on the move seeking a safe place  
The family shattered by tragedy and unfaithfulness 
The indigenous family living with the legacies of dispossession, the stolen generation 
and racism 
The family struggling to care for a loved one with disability  
The family struggling to keep food on the table. 
The dying and the grieving, the children being born and those who are sick. 
 
For all these people, may we be a community who extends compassion, shows 

patience and understanding, and lives with perseverance and openness. 

May we show kindness, and give hope to others where there was none before.  

May others see by what we do that we follow a God who cares and connects even in 

the midst  of this Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

We give thanks today for the Uniting Church in Australia on its anniversary.  

You call us to be your Pilgrim People, responsive to your leading, as we witness to 

your reconciling love in our communities.  

Send your Holy Spirit upon our leaders and upon congregations and faith 

communities and agencies. May we receive the giftedness of our diversity as we 

share the love of Christ.   

Fill us with passion for Christ’s mission, so that we will be courageous bearers of 

God’s good news of saving love and grace, justice and healing for your world.    

May people find their deepest longing and needs met in Christ. May they see that 

God has changed us so we can dare to change the world to be more like God’s 

home.  



“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine. To him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.” Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

(adapted from a prayer by Rev. Dr. Alister W. Bull, Church of Scotland, ‘Starters For Sunday’, 2015 ) 

THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

Please take your weekly offering  
or a symbol of your offering  
in your cupped hands as we dedicate it and ourselves,  
giving thanks for all God’s blessings and mercy. 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 

The church is one body, made of many members.  
Each of us with our story and gifts  
adds something beautiful and unique to this community.  
God is with us, today.  
 
We dedicate ourselves this day to serving each other.  
We look forward to more years of service and worship together.  
We dedicate ourselves anew to being God’s people in the world  
shining the light of Christ.  
 
Filled by the grace and love and peace  of Jesus Christ,  
we dedicate ourselves afresh to God’s service.  
With God's help, may it be so! Amen.  

Offerings can be transferred electronically to 

Blacktown Uniting Church 

BSB: 6343 

Account No.: 100023472 

or deposited directly to this account at any 

Westpac branch. 



SENDING OUT/BLESSING 

 

 

As we leave this time of worship to love and serve the Lord 

May the strength of God pilot us. 
May the power of God preserve us. 
May the wisdom of God instruct us. 
May the hand of God protect us. 
May the way of God direct us. 
May the shield of God defend us. 
May the host of God guard us against the snares of evil 
and the temptations of the world. 
 
May Christ be with us, 
Christ before us, 
Christ in us, 
Christ over us, 
May your salvation, O Lord, be always ours, 
this day and forever more. Amen. 
 

                                                             (part of the “Breastplate” of St Patrick, 389-461) 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
Now and evermore.   

 

SONG: TiS 778 SHALOM TO YOU NOW  

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends 
May God's full mercies bless you, my friends 
In all your living and through your loving 
Christ be your shalom. Christ be your shalom 

                                                                                Elise Shoemaker Eslinger  
Words from The United Methodist Hymnal USA by permission United Methodist Publishing House  


