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God gives Us a Future  

 
 

GATHERING WITH GOD 

As we gather you may like to light a candle in your home as I light the Christ candle here in the 

church.  

(Light the candle)   

We light this candle to remind us of the presence of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, among us 
as we gather to worship  
We come to God, remembering we are the church, the Body of Christ, gathered in faith, despite 
not being physically present with one another. 
God is present with us and through us, to one another.  
 

 
 
PRAYER OF PRAISE  
 
God of life, 
In the largest moon and the brightest star 
we see the work of your hands, 
In the smallest insect and the darkest cave 
we see the breath of your Spirit. 
  
God of hope, 
In the dampness of dew and the cold of mountain streams 
we feel the work of your hands. 
In the whistling wind and the heat of the desert 
we feel the breath of your Spirit. 
  



God of peace, 
In the songs of birds and the calls of animals  
we hear the work of your hands. 
In the whisper of our hearts and our spirits  
that we are your children 
we hear the breath of your Spirit. 
God, source of life; 
Jesus, first born of all creation, 
we offer you our praise. Amen.  
 

SONG OF PRAISE: Indescribable 
  

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 
Creations revealing Your majesty 
From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring 
Every creature unique in the song that it sings 
All exclaiming 

Indescribable, uncontainable, 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 
You are amazing God 
All powerful, untameable, 
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 
You are amazing God 

Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow 
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night 
None can fathom 

Indescribable, uncontainable, 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name 
You are amazing God 
All powerful, untameable, 
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 
You are amazing God 
You are amazing God 

Indescribable, uncontainable, 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 
You are amazing God 
All powerful, untameable, 
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 
You are amazing God 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 
You are amazing God 
Incomparable, unchangeable 
You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same 

You are amazing God  ….. You are amazing God 
 
Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Laura Story / Jesse Reeves 
 

  

https://www.lyricfind.com/


PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 
Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and action. 
“You see the depths of our heart” and have given us love  
but we have not always returned it. 
You have provided us with neighbors but we have often been self-centred 
You have given us a world to enjoy but we have spoiled our home. 
Forgive us for the wrong things we have done,  
and for the good things we have failed to do. 
Do not turn your back on us or give up on us.  
Help us to change our ways.  Amen.  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

In Psalm 139 (7-10) we read:  
 “Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, 
you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and 
settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand 
shall hold me fast.”  
 

God’s steadfast love never ceases,  
and there is no place we can go where we can lose God,  
for God will always find us.  
You are God’s beloved children. 
God desires for you to love one another, serve one another,  
and to care for all of creation.  
You are forgiven and offered a new future.   
Rise up and live into God’s ways of love, justice, and peace.  
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 
We are in the middle of a series on the 8th Chapter of Paul’s Letter to the Romans.  Last week we 

reflected  upon our  inner moral and spiritual struggle with sin and making choices between the 

human mind-set which puts ourselves at the centre of all things  - which Paul calls the flesh - and 

the mind-set that focuses upon God’s gift of the Spirit within us.  Paul had good news to share: We 

do not need to struggle because God in Christ has done what we cannot do and the gift of the 

Spirit works in us to free us from all that imprisons us. 

 

EPISTLE READING: ROMANS 8:12-25 
 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 
according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
 
  



14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received 
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory. 
 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed 
in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For 
the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that[c] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for our adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

 
REFLECTION: God gives us a Future    
 

 
 

Abba, Father,  we praise You! 
Through your boundless grace and mercy, we have been set free— 
free from the controlling power of sin, 
free from a way of life that leads only to death, 
free from hopelessness and fear. 
 
Not only that but, through your Holy Spirit,  
we have been invited into your family, 
adopted as your own sons and daughters— children of God— 
and made heirs of your glory. 
 
And so no matter what comes our way, 
we live in confidence and hope, 
eagerly anticipating the day 
when all creation will be made new, 
and we will see you face to face. 
Abba, Father,  we praise You!  Amen.                                                      
                                                               (https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=romans+8 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:12-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28138c
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=romans+8


SONG: TIS NO. 687 GOD GIVES US A FUTURE  
 

God gives us a future God gives us a future,  
daring us to go into dreams and dangers on a path unknown.  
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power,  
we will let God change us, for new life starts now. 
  
We must leave behind us sins of yesterday,  
for God’s new beginning is a better way.  
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back:  
God gives hope, and insight, and the strength we lack. 
 

Holy Spirit, teach us how to read the signs,  
how to meet the challenge of our troubled times.  
Love us into action, stir us into prayer,  
till we choose God’s life, and find our future there.                - John Michael Brierley 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Holy God, we give thanks for the future you call us into  
and yet we struggle with our troubled times.  
Our world just seems to get worse and worse.   
We join our spirit with your Spirit as we pray for our world:  
 
We pray for our nation and our city especially those parts where COVID-19 seems to be breaking 
out and where people are anxious and having to go into isolation.   
We pray for households under pressure where frustration has led to increased violence.  
For all those who are unemployed or underemployed in this COVID-19 recession  
 
As we look at other news this past week 
we pray for our indigenous brothers and sisters and others whose daily lives are marred by racism 
and prejudice 
and for young women who experience harassment and leave their work places 
 
We pray for fragile ecosystems – for koalas and all species who are losing their habitat and 
struggling to survive  
For water systems and oceans  
For land still struggling from fire and drought  
We pray that we will listen - that we will learn  
 
We pray for those in our community who are grieving and whose hearts are sad   
For those whose bodies are painful as they recover from surgery and learn to move and to walk 
again.  
for young families growing as new babies are born 
for youth with all their dreams and visions yet afraid that the world they inherit will be 
uninhabitable.  
for those in aged care or living alone who long for company 
for families separated in this season unable to travel.  
 
Loving God, you sent your Son, our brother Jesus to save us and your Spirit to touch our spirits. 
Thank you for the assurance that we are loved and that you will see us through this season and all 
seasons  
As we bring all these concerns to you, 
lead us into the future you have for us.  
Hear our prayers in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING  
 
Please take your weekly offering  
or a symbol of your offering  
in your cupped hands as we dedicate it and ourselves,  
giving thanks for all God’s blessings and mercy. 
 
Abba Father, creator of every good gift,  
bless these offerings.  
Help us know while we can never pay you back, 
We can give enough to feel the joy of it. Amen.   

 

SENDING OUT/BLESSING  

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,  
but you have received a spirit of adoption.  
When we cry, “Abba! Father!”  
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit  
that we are children of God.  
Go and live in the freedom and hope of this wonderful truth.  
 
And the blessing of God your loving Father, 
of Jesus Christ your gracious brother 
And of the Holy Spirit within you 
rest upon you now and always.   

 
SONG: TIS NO. 779 MAY THE FEET OF GOD 
 

May the feet of God walk with you, and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you, and his ear hear you cry. 
May the smile of God be for you, and his breath give you life,  
May the Child of God grow in you, and his love bring you home.  

- Aubrey Podlich  

 

Offerings can be transferred electronically to 

Blacktown Uniting Church 

BSB: 6343 

Account No.: 100023472 

or deposited directly to this account at any 

Westpac branch 

 

. 


