
ORDER OF SERVICE  

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 2020    

JOY TO THE WORLD 

WELCOME: Laurel   

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

How beautiful is the sight of the bearer of good news,  
of new life , new hope! 
How beautiful on the beaches   
                          on the mountains 
                                    the plains and the deserts   
How beautiful on our farms and vineyards 
                           in our cities and towns 
                           in the marketplaces    
                           and in our churches and homes  
 
How beautiful are the voices that cry: 
Christ is born! 
Come and celebrate! 
 

CAROL: TiS  No. 304 O come all ye faithful vv1, 6, 7    

  



THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE    

You may like to light a candle in your home as we light the Christ candle in the church. 
                                            
Jesus the Light of the World is born today.  
 This is good news for the whole world.  
There is no more waiting as we light the candle in praise of God.  
 

(the Christ Candle is lit)  
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all 
and lover of all humankind; 
to you be praise and glory forever. 
The joy of the good news lifts us up  
in thanksgiving and wonder.  * 
 
PRAYER: 
 
The birth of a baby is time for celebration 
The birth of the baby Jesus 
     transports the heavens in songs of joy. 
 
The birth of a baby is time for thanksgiving. 
The birth of the Saviour of the world 
      calls the universe consider  this incredible gift. 
 

The birth of a baby is time for reflection 
The birth of the Son of God 
      brings visitors to their knees in adoration.  
 

 With generations of old  
 we too offer our adoration and praise 
 and pause amidst the excitement of this day  
 to welcome the baby born among us and  
 to simply rest in the wonder of God with us.**  
 

You Lord are here in this place:  
Your  presence is light…. is love… is peace…is joy.  
 

We give ourselves to you, Saviour of us all. 
Your  love knows no end.  Amen.  
 

  



THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

Luke 2:1-18   

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He 
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 

CAROL: TiS 318 Away in a manger  

 

Matthew 2:1-11    

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from 
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202:1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23171a


where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 
what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when 
it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

REFLECTION: JOY TO THE WORLD 

CAROL: TiS 322 THE NORTH WIND   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Everyone has a place in the Christmas story and yet today there are people who feel 

forgotten   - when I say forgotten - who do you think of today? 

is it those people who are alone and isolated in lockdowns and restrictions in these 

uncertain days  even across our city because of the Coronavirus – people   in aged care 

facilities or  having to stay home because they are unwell or frail.   

people separated by closed borders – people across the world at the mercy of this 

COVID-19 pandemic who feel forgotten by the rest of the world or by leaders who seem 

not to care – 

people who are homeless or struggling to put food on the table   

are they are people looking for jobs, or those who are overworked and exhausted   

People missing family and friends who have died this year 

what about people in war zones and languishing in refugee camps and places of 

detention?  

people who lost their homes in fires and cyclone and flood and still waiting for help….? 

indigenous folk waiting for a voice 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23176b


 in recent days there have been floods and a devastating cyclone  in Fiji … and 

Tonga….  

and with the climate is changing what about the very existence of many animals losing 

their habitats?  

sometimes  even the truth has been forgotten or ignored   

for many of us this has been a roller coaster year of many emotions   

 and yet there have been acts of kindness and moments of insight and signs of hope 

and wonderful moments and births and weddings that have lifted us    

I invite you in the quietness of the next few moments to reflect and then focus on a 

name of a person or a group who is on your heart today for whom you want to pray  

Gracious God we have named those  who on our hearts today and we lift them up and 
offer them into your compassionate care …   As these prayers encircle the manger 
scene so may our prayers encircle and wrap around your world today and everyone find 
their place  - no one forgotten Amen.  

God loves this world so much  Jesus is born, God is among us, and we can pray the 
prayer that Jesus taught….   

Our Father in heaven  hallowed by your name 
 your kingdom come  your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
 As we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial And deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever  Amen  
  
 

THE CHRISTMAS BOWL  

 
Today our offering goes to The  Christmas Bowl .   The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas 
appeal of Act for Peace, the international aid agency of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia.    
 
The Christmas Bowl began in 1949, when the Rev. Frank Byatt placed an empty bowl 
on the table during Christmas dinner and asked his guests to contribute the cost of their 
meal, in order to support refugees escaping the devastation of World War II. God’s gift 
of the babe in the manger in the stable points us towards those in the world who are not 
safe and happy and who go without. 



This year’s Christmas Bowl will support    
 
 

  
programmes to  teach  the Rohingya people in Cox’s Bazaar, the largest refugee camp 
in the world, to protect themselves from COVID-19  and give them the long-term support 
they need to build safe, peaceful futures.   

 
it will go to enable girls like Jaleela in Afghanistan to keep learning – and restore their 
hopes for the future. 
 

 
For refugees   like Rashan and his wife Pamodi..returning home to Sri Lanka as they re-
establish their lives. 
 

 
for food security through drought, inflation and now COVID-19  
 

 
It will enable life-saving rations to be delivered to  Syrian refugee families  in Jordan. 
 
I invite you to hold your Christmas Bowl offering in your hands  
as we sing this offering the song “Star Child” praying that through our generosity, 
Christmas will come for everyone this year.  
 

OFFERING SONG:  STAR CHILD   

  
Star-Child, earth-Child, 
go-between of God, 
love Child, Christ Child, 
heaven's lightning rod, 



       This year, this year, 
       let the day arrive 
       when Christmas comes for everyone, 
       everyone alive! 
 

Street child, beat child, 
no place left to go, 
hurt child, used child 
no one wants to know, 
      This year, this year, 
       let the day arrive 
       when Christmas comes for everyone, 
       everyone alive! 
 
Hope-for-peace Child, 
God's stupendous sign, 
down-to-earth Child, 
Star of stars that shine, 
       This year, this year, 
       let the day arrive 
       when Christmas comes for everyone, 
       everyone alive! 
 

Shirley Erena Murray  
Words © 1994 Hope Publishing Company, 380 S Main Pl, Carol Stream, IL 60188 

BLESSING   

And as you go into the festivities of this day 
 may the smile of God warm you,  
may the light of Jesus  lead you 
and may the Spirit blaze  in your lives and fill you with joy  

A merry Christmas to you all !   

Let’s leave this worship in song:   

TiS No. 268 Joy to the world   

 *David Adam, The Echo of God, pp59,60  

**adapted from Keree Louise Casey, …Of ash & rainbows.   


